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Back on the ice
Janesville Jets players are 

set to return to the ice 

arena today as the team 

eyes a Nov. 5 start to its 

North American Hockey 

League season. Page 1B

City looks to map 

liquor licenses
To help guide any potential 

change to licensing  

procedures, city staff has 

been instructed to compile 

license data. Page 6A

Tax assessment
Experts say President  

Donald Trump isn’t the 

only real estate developer 

taking advantage of the 

breaks found in his  

paperwork. Page 6B
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By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Adams Elementary School will pivot 

to online instruction because of a large 

number of staff being under quarantine, 

according to a Janesville School District 

release sent Monday.

Students at the school will learn online 

beginning Wednesday, and the pivot will 

last until at least Friday, Oct. 9, when the 

district will re-examine the situation.

“Due to the number of staff being quar-

antined after being identified as a close 

contact of other individuals who have 

a COVID-19 positive test result, we are 

unable to fully staff Adams Elementary 

School for face-to-face instruction,” the 

release reads.

Superintendent Steven Pophal told 

The Gazette on Monday afternoon posi-

tive cases were not the driver for the clo-

sure. There is currently one active positive 

case of COVID-19 among district elemen-

tary school staff, and 12 elementary staff 

are in quarantine.

Pophal couldn’t say how many of the 

Another city school going virtual
Adams Elementary shifting because of staff shortages

Turn to SCHOOL on Page 7A

Above: A new mural 
by artist Jim Richter is 
underway on the backside 
of 111 W. Milwaukee St. 
Using the tumult of 2020 
as inspiration, Richter is 
painting balloons floating 
into a blue sky to remind 
viewers to ‘keep look-
ing up,’ which is the title 
of the piece. Right: Rich-
ter adds some blue to the 
mural. Story on Page 3A.
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Upward mobility

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
SHINE Medical Technologies 

could land another $1 million city tax 

incentive package to help the med-

ical radioisotope company build a 

new headquarters and second pro-

duction facility designed for produc-

tion of cancer medicines.

The decision could happen any 

day now, and it might have hap-

pened Monday night except the 

Janesville City Council meeting was 

scrubbed because of what the city 

called “technological” problems.

City officials and SHINE said 

a $10 million headquarters and 

lutetium-177m production facil-

ity could be built by next year on a 

17-acre city parcel just northeast of 

where SHINE’s 45,000-square-foot  

molybdenum-99 production facility 

is being built along Highway 51 on 

the city’s south side.

The city council had been sched-

uled to consider Monday night trans-

ferring the parcel at no cost to a 

developer, Janesville Investors and 

T5 Real Estate Solutions. The deal 

comes under a requirement that the 

developer would hold the land, the 

new facility and all risk incurred 

from the development.

The deal, which the city says is 

worth $1 million in tax-increment 

financing, also assumes SHINE 

would be the tenant at the new facil-

ity unless it is at some point sold 

to SHINE or another party. And it 

allows the developer to be repaid 

up to $725,000 for water, sewer and 

street expansions the developer 

plans at the site, plus reimburse-

ment of up to $310,000 for “tenant 

improvements” for the project.

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Rock County law enforcement 

leaders said during a virtual meeting 
Monday night that they are against 
eliminating qualified immunity and 
that “no-knock” search warrants are 
allowed locally but very rare.

“Justice in Policing” was the topic 
Monday for the latest round of “Cou-
rageous Conversations,” a monthly 
discussion series put on by Com-
munity Action of Rock & Walworth 
Counties, the Diversity Action Team 
of Rock County and YWCA Rock 
County.

The groups surveyed police 
departments in Janesville, Beloit and 
Milton and the Rock County Sher-
iff ’s Office with a series of questions 

inspired by police reform efforts 

sparked by recent, widely seen kill-

ings at the hands of police officers.

Clinton’s police chief was present 

during the meeting Monday, but that 

department was not listed in the sur-

vey responses.

Qualified immunity
One of the 11 questions was if qual-

ified immunity should be eliminated.

Qualified immunity is a Supreme 

Court doctrine that shields officers 

from liability—even if an officer vio-

lates someone’s rights—unless there 

is “clearly established” law from a 

prior case with the same circum-

stances.

The topic has come up in a law-

suit that was filed after a Walworth 

County sheriff ’s deputy shot and 

killed a passenger in a car during 

a botched drug bust in East Troy in 

2016. A decision has not yet come on 

City considering 
SHINE incentives
Land deal would help  
company build offices, 
manufacturing facility

Turn to SHINE on Page 7A

Police leaders weigh in 
on reform conversations
Area chiefs, sheriff ’s office 
respond to groups’ survey

Turn to POLICE on Page 7A
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