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•Karen Helen Caple
•Thomas John Heuerman

•Lawrence Charles (Harrison) Renaud
•Nicholas Charles “Roach” Rochon
•Donald Henry Tomten

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 69 | Low 46  

Partly sunny  
and mild
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86,000 a day
Rolling average of 

new confirmed cases 

of the coronavirus  

in the US climbs to  

an all-time high. 
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Justices defer
The Wisconsin Supreme 

Court declined to  

consider reinstating 

Gov. Tony Evers’ limits 

on public gatherings. 
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Thursday football
The Green Bay Packers, 

coming off their second  

loss of the season, face  

the San Francisco 49ers  

in primetime tonight.  
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Pedaling and paddling

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Clerks always are looking for 

ways to make elections better, 
said Dave Godek, the Janesville 
clerk-treasurer, on the day after 
a big election.

“If you’re not doing that, 
then I don’t think you’re doing 
what you should be doing if 
you’re running an election,” 
Godek said.

Godek and Rock County 
Clerk Lisa Tollefson, both tired 
after a longer-than-usual Elec-
tion Day, said one thing that 
could improve Wisconsin 

elections is an extra day to 
count absentee votes.

This was an extraordinary 
election, with the pandemic 
leading most voters in the 
county to opt for absentee vot-
ing. About 50,000 did so.

Wisconsin law requires 
vote-counting to begin on 
Election Day. That meant long 
hours for pollworkers in Janes-
ville and Beloit on Tuesday.

It also meant people watch-
ing results on the county clerk’s 
website Tuesday night could 
not tell who was winning any of 
the races until absentee results 
were transmitted to the county 
clerk for online posting.

Janesville’s results arrived 
at about 11:30 p.m. In previous 
elections, results were usually 
clear by 9:30 or earlier.

Godek said pollworkers 
worked very hard, getting the 
ballots counted before many 
other municipalities, and he is 
proud of them for that, but an 
extra day would have greatly 
reduced the pressure.

Instead, voters had to wait 
several hours while looking at 
preliminary vote counts. Those 
results, posted online, showed 
some candidates in strong win-
ning positions even though Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com

AJ Albrecht feeds ballots into a high-speed ballot counter at St. Patrick School 
in Janesville on Tuesday morning.

Lessons learned on Election Day
Local clerks favor counting absentee ballots early

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
A young bike rider makes her way past the Traxler Park lagoon filled with scores of geese basking in the afternoon sun Wednesday. The 
high temperature Wednesday was 72 degrees. For the next five days the high temperature will also be around 70 degrees with sunny 
skies. For more on the weather turn to 9A.

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON
Democrat Joe Biden narrowly won battle-

ground state Wisconsin on Wednesday, edg-
ing out President Donald Trump in a state 
that was crucial to the incumbent’s victory 
four years ago.

The Associated Press called Wisconsin for 
Biden after election officials in the state said 
all outstanding ballots had been counted, 

save for a few hundred 
in one township and an 
expected small number 
of provisional votes.

Trump’s campaign 
requested a recount, 
which a trailing candi-
date is allowed to do under 
state law if a race is within 
1 percentage point. State-
wide recounts in Wiscon-

sin have historically changed the vote tally 
by only a few hundred votes. Biden leads by 
0.624 percentage points out of nearly 3.3 mil-
lion ballots counted.

Bill Stepien, Trump’s campaign manager, 
claimed there were “reports of irregularities 
in several counties” and pointed to a report 
about a printing error on up to 13,500 ballots 
that required them to be duplicated on Elec-
tion Day so tabulation machines could count 
them. Trump carried the counties where that 
occurred by 10 points and 19 points.

Election officials had asked the Wisconsin 
Supreme Court to allow them to fill in the bal-
lot misprint with a black mark so the tabula-
tion machines could read them, but the court 
refused. That required the ballots in Outag-
amie and Calumet counties to be duplicated 
by hand on Election Day.

By Wednesday, the ballots, duplicated 
under the supervision of poll watchers and 

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

Walworth County voters 
agreed Tuesday to throw a 
life preserver to almost all of 
the communities that floated 
referendums to better fund 
emergency services, which 
have been struggling to stay 
above water.

Needing all communities 
to support the endeavor, the 
villages and towns of Sha-
ron, Darien and Walworth 
approved a plan to exceed 
their levy limits to establish 
and maintain a third-party 
contract for full-time para-
medic-level emergency med-
ical services.

“We’re feeling very good 
and positive,” said Bruce 
Vander Veen, chief of the 
Sharon Fire/EMS Depart-
ment. “We’ve been humbled 
and pleasantly surprised by 
our community support, and 
we’re anxious to get to work 

on our program.”
Funding and staffing 

issues have plagued small fire/
EMS departments for years, 
and community leaders have 
expressed concern about their 
ability to respond to emergen-
cies.

Voters on Tuesday 
approved the referendum 
with these percentages:

 � Village of Sharon: 65%
 � Town of Sharon: 76%
 � Village of Walworth: 

59%
 � Town of Walworth: 61%
 � Village of Darien: 67%

The town of Darien did not 

need to put the question on 
the ballot because it already 
has the necessary finances, 
Vander Veen has said.

He said Wednesday that 
the six municipalities need 
to sign an intergovernmental 
agreement, and then the three 
departments that cover those 
areas will work on an opera-
tional plan.

That could cover topics 
such as developing response 
plans and everyday duties, 
as well as getting the dis-
patch center up to speed. The 

Walworth County communities to share
Voters approve  
plan to share  

fire/EMS services

Turn to LESSONS on Page 9A

Turn to WALWORTH on Page 9A
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• Contested contest: Trump campaign files lawsuits 

in battleground states./Page 8B

Biden narrowly 
wins Wisconsin
Trump campaign requests recount

Biden leads by 

0.624 percentage 

points out of 

nearly 3.3 million 

ballots counted.
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