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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 47 | Low 32  

Showers from 
midday on; breezy

More on 9A

Three hurt in crash
Three people were hurt  

after a pickup truck and 

minivan hit each other  

head-on along Highway 51 

near the Southern Wisconsin 

Regional Airport. Page 3A
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Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ..........24 -16 15,312
Deaths ........0 0 167
 Total Change
Hosp. ..... 10 (April 15) +2 (from April 7)
Sunday’s positivity rate: 15%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

W
hen Ava Pennycook 
has an appetite, family 
members drop whatever 
meal plans they have to 

get whatever food item Ava wants.

Lately, that has been high-sodium 

foods. Chipotle and Noodles and Com-

pany have become her go-tos for take-

out.

And that’s OK. It is actually what 

her doctor ordered.

The 16-year-old Parker High School 

student has made salt tabs, water, 

compression socks and several med-

ications part of her daily regimen 

about nine months after she first 

tested positive for COVID-19.

Ava is considered a COVID-19 

long-hauler, and her haul has gotten 

even longer since she spoke with The 

Gazette for the first time in Septem-

ber. 

That’s because she was recently 

diagnosed with postural orthostatic 

tachycardia syndrome, known as 

POTS.

It’s a chronic autonomic nervous 

system disorder that affects the bodily 

system that regulates heart rate, tem-

perature, sweating, digestion, blood 

pressure, immune system, fight-or-

flight response and more.

POTS can be triggered by several 

things, a common one being viral 

infections.

Ava’s doctors believe her coro-

navirus infection triggered POTS, a 

condition that might ease in a matter 

of years or stick with Ava forever, said 

her mother, Amy Pennycook.

COVID-19 commonly causes severe 

illness in people who are elderly or 

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Ava Pennycook, 16, tested positive for COVID-19 last summer and months later was still feeling symptoms that held her back 
from returning to her normal life. Now, in addition to being considered a long-hauler, Pennycook has been diagnosed with pos-
tural orthostatic tachycardia syndrome, known as POTS. Some researchers believe that coronavirus can be a trigger for POTS, 
as increasingly more people who have recovered from COVID-19 are now experiencing POTS-like symptoms, such as brain fog, 
tachycardia (increased heart rate) and chronic fatigue.

Ava Pennycook cheers on the Parker High School football team as players take the 
field during a recent home game. Pennycook tested positive for COVID-19 last sum-
mer and is still feeling symptoms that are holding her back from fully engaging in 
activities she used to enjoy. She often has to take breaks from cheering mid-game 
because of fatigue.

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

DARIEN

A Beloit man is suing the company that 

owns the Birds Eye food processing plant in 

Darien because he says unsafe working condi-

tions led to him getting COVID-19 and passing 

it to his wife, who died last May.

Rigoberto Ruiz is seeking “fair and reason-

able compensation for (the) wrongful death of 

Martha Amador De Ruiz” on May 5, 2020, as 

well as fees from the case and “whatever relief 

the court may deem just and equitable.”

On April 18, 2020—just weeks before Ruiz’s 

Man sues 
after wife’s 
COVID-19 

death
Unsafe working conditions  

at Birds Eye processing plant  
to blame, he says in lawsuit

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

ALBANY

A 16-year-old Green County boy charged 

with fatally shooting his newborn daughter in 

January will not have his case moved to juve-

nile court, a judge ruled Friday.

After hearing from several witnesses, Judge 

Thomas Vale ruled that Logan T. Krucken-

berg-Anderson of Albany will continue with 

his case in adult court, denying a request from 

the teen’s lawyers.

Vale decided that the defense did not meet 

its burden to prove that Kruckenberg-Ander-

son would not receive “adequate” treatment 

in the adult system, among other elements the 

defense needed to prove.

Infant homicide 
case to continue 

in adult court, 
judge rules

Janesville girl still struggling with post-COVID-19 health issues

Ava’s 
long 
haul

Turn to AVA on Page 7A

Turn to LAWSUIT on Page 9A

Turn to ADULT on Page 9A

Oregon upends Janesville Parker Other area scores

Milton ...................14
Stoughton ............. 7

Brodhead/Juda ... 23
NG/Monticello .... 22

Edgerton ............. 27
Clinton ................. 22

Full coverage inside

Propensity 

for penalties, 

turnovers sinks 

Vikings again in 

20-9 loss Friday. 
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