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By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Police confirmed an officer-in-

volved shooting near the inter-

section of Interstate 90/39 and 

Highway 14 on Thursday after-

noon.

Both an officer and a male who 

was holding a knife were trans-

ported for medical treatment, 

police said.

“The officer was transported 

and is OK,” said Sgt. Joshua 

Norem of the police department. 

He would not elaborate.

The suspect, who was shot, is 

expected to survive, Norem said.

Norem would not say whether 

the suspect is an adult or a juve-

nile. He said more details would 

be available at a news conference, 

which has not yet been sched-

uled.

In a news release, police said 

they were called to a traffic crash 

at 2:45 p.m., when a male exited 

the vehicle and armed himself 

with a knife.

As the officers tried to take the 

man into custody, a Janesville 

police officer fired at the male 

wielding the knife, according to 

the release.

The male “was immediately 

transported to a local medi-

cal facility for treatment and is 

By Christopher Rugaber

AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON

Nearly 3.3 million Americans 

applied for unemployment bene-

fits last week—almost five times the 

previous record set in 1982—amid 

a widespread economic shutdown 

caused by the coronavirus.

The surge in weekly applica-

tions was a stunning reflection of 

the damage the viral outbreak is 

inflicting on the economy. Filings 

for unemployment aid generally 

reflect the pace of layoffs.

Layoffs are sure to accelerate 

as the U.S. economy sinks into a 

recession. Revenue has collapsed 

at restaurants, hotels, movie the-

aters, gyms and airlines. Auto sales 

are plummeting, and car makers 

have closed factories. Most such 

employers face loan payments and 

other fixed costs, so they are cutting 

jobs to save money.

As job losses mount, some econ-

omists say the nation’s unemploy-

ment rate could approach 13% by 

May. By comparison, the highest 

Jobless 
filings 

shatter 
record

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The city is considering 

operating emergency medical 
shelters in case they’re needed 
to ease pressure on hospitals 
caused by the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Rock County hospitals 
don’t need help, yet, but the 
city is gathering resources that 
could be activated if needed, 
Janesville police Sgt. Rob Per-
kins said.

The first step is creating 
a list of people with nurs-
ing experience who would be 
willing to volunteer to staff 

shelters, Perkins said.

The city sent out a news 

release Wednesday asking for 

volunteers.

As time goes on, the city will 

ask for volunteers to operate 

other functions of the medical 

shelters, Perkins.

Perkins said planning for 

shelters is considered “a pre-

cautionary measure.”

“If it does come to it, we will 

have resources in place ready 

to go,” Perkins said.

There are still beds avail-

able at Janesville’s hospitals, 

Perkins said, but he did not 

know how many.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
As Janesville resident Lois 

Smith filled up the tank of her car 
with gas late this week at Lions 
Quick Mart on Milton Avenue, a 
man two pump stations away filled 
his truck.

Then, the man filled a plastic 
gas container from the back of his 
truck. Then a second plastic con-
tainer. Finally, he broke out a gal-
lon glass jug and filled that with 
gas.

In the new topsy-turvy econ-
omy that has accompanied the 
COVID-19 crisis, state trade offi-
cials are hearing daily complaints 

Pump prices drop precipitously

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Jerome Flesch uses a plastic bag to avoid touching the gas pump this week 
at Kwik Trip on Highway 51 in Janesville. Gas prices have plummeted in recent 
days. On Thursday a price as low as 99 cents a gallon was seen at a station in 
Delavan. Petroleum operators say gas prices have fallen off in part because 
of increased production of crude oil overseas and a lower demand linked to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Janesville planning 
emergency sheltersSupply, demand have 

changed, altering prices
If hospitals need help, city wants to be ready

More than 3 million 
apply for benefits

Turn to FILINGS on Page 5A
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Police shoot man carrying knife

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Janesville police officers monitor the scene of an officer-involved shooting Thursday near the intersection of Interstate 90/39 and Highway 
14 in Janesville.

TO HELP
 � Janesville police ask 

anyone with information 
about this crime to contact:

 � Janesville Police 
Department at 608-755-
3100.

 � Janesville Area Crime 
Stoppers, 608-756-3636.

 �Download the free P3 
tips”app at Apple store or 
Google play store to give 
anonymous crime tips.

Traffic crash came 
before confrontation

Turn to SHOT on Page 4A

County sued
The widow of a man with 

dementia who died after 

he was released from the 

Walworth County Jail has 

filed a wrongful death 

lawsuit. Page 4A

Rating risk
The US is devising a system 

to rate coronavirus risk on a 

county-by-county basis  

with the goal of restarting 

the economy. Page 5B

Ready to vote?
As more lawsuits are 

filed to delay the election 

scheduled April 7,  

local clerks are urging 

people to vote by mail.  
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