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WASHINGTON

Twenty-five years ago on Nov. 3, 1992, 
William Jefferson Clinton was elected 
president of the United States—and 
Hillary Clinton is still trying to take his 
place.

As historians and pundits recall his 
third-way presidency, another slice of his 
legacy can’t be ignored—the trickle-down 
effect of his womanizing, his DNA-proved 
extramarital involvement with Monica 
Lewinsky in the nation’s most important 
workplace and the couple’s treatment of 
women overall, from “bimbo eruptions” 
to Paula Jones to Juanita Broaddrick.

The behavior of adults at the top of 
the food chain seeps into the culture and 
can’t be extracted from 
events of the future. To-
day’s eruptions of sexual 
harassment claims can be 
explained as a volcanic 
reaction to simmering 
rage among women, who, 
as a group have been 
sexualized, victimized 
and silenced for too long. 
We have reached not so 
much a tipping point as a 
boiling point.

What goes up comes 
down, all right. But what goes under-
ground—forced to steep in darkness and 
silence—comes back up with a vengeance.

A quarter-century is a long time to 
stew, and that’s about the span between 
Anita Hill’s testimony in 1991 against 
then-Supreme Court nominee Clarence 
Thomas for sexual comments he allegedly 
made at work—the first widely publicized 
case—and the recent deluge prompted 
by former Fox News anchor Gretchen 
Carlson’s takedown of network founder 
Roger Ailes.

This in-between period also corre-
sponded more or less to the lifespan of 
the Clinton political machine, once-essen-
tial to a Democrat’s successful run for of-
fice, now knocking and hissing as Hillary 
winds up her revenge book tour. It is also, 
roughly, the span of a human generation. 

The last of the baby boomers, who 
squired sexual amorality to the White 
House and secular relativism to most 
other institutions, are moving toward 
retirement and taking their boys-will-be-
boys attitude with them.

Bill Clinton wasn’t the first president 
to misbehave in the White House, as we 
are frequently reminded. But he was part 
of the first “two-fer” presidency, as he 
put it, with a first lady who championed 
women’s rights. Presumably, these rights 
would have included not being objectified 
or treated as human litter. And Clinton 
was the first, as far as we know, to have a 
sexual relationship with an intern.

It doesn’t matter if Lewinsky, then 21, 
pursued the president and “knew” what 
she was doing. Obviously, given the long-
term effects of this episode on her life, she 
didn’t. In any case, it was Clinton’s job as 
her superior not to abuse his power by 
taking advantage of her.

He knew the rules. He didn’t care. 
Or he couldn’t control himself. Which is 
worse is hard to say. Meanwhile, Hillary’s 
dogged pursuit of women claiming to 

have been targets of her husband’s un-
leashed libido and her ultimate metamor-
phosis into Tammy Wynette cumulatively 
displayed a contempt for women rather 
than for her husband.

It is little wonder, then, that other men 
of the era didn’t feel compelled to curtail 
their proclivities, or that women felt their 
power to fight back minimized by the first 
lady.

Fast-forward to the present and each 
day seems to produce the name of anoth-
er man accused of sexual harassment. 
Though they are being lumped together 
in round-up stories, it would be unfair to 
put them all in the same cell. There’s a 
world of difference between what movie 
mogul Harvey Weinstein is alleged to 
have done and, say, what another recently 
named Mother Jones writer is alleged 
to have done. Apparently, among other 
offenses of minor note, he gave gratuitous 
shoulder rubs.

With all due sympathy to victims of 
abusive behavior, I confess to a certain 
reticence as #MeToo momentum contin-
ues to grow. 

This isn’t because I know a few of the 
alleged harassers, who are disgusting 
if the accusations are true, but because 
we are becoming too comfortable with 
condemnation without due process. Life 
is unfair—and women inarguably have 
been on the receiving end of unfairness 
for long enough. But life shouldn’t be a 
zero-sum game and men, even those one 
dislikes, deserve a fair hearing before 
their life and livelihood are taken away.

Karma will take care of the rest.
Had the Clintons played their cards 

differently, our country might have 
become less coarse, and our infantile 
impulsiveness less pronounced. It might 
not have taken 25 years for women to find 
their voices. More men might have treat-
ed their female colleagues with greater re-
spect. Who knows? Hillary Clinton might 
have become president. And Donald 
Trump, whose disrespect toward women 
is epic, might not have.

Karma, baby: It’s Bubba’s fault.
Kathleen Parker writes for the Wash-

ington Post. Her email address is  
kathleenparker@washpost.com.
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The last of the baby boomers, who squired 

sexual amorality to the White House and sec-

ular relativism to most other institutions, are 

moving toward retirement and taking their 

boys-will-be-boys attitude with them.

Democrats are creating  
more dangerous world

Sen. Chuck Schumer and the Demo-
crats should be proud that their foolish 
immigration policies allowed this savage 
terrorist to enter our country, inflict 
injury and death to innocent bicyclists 
and crash into a bus of mentally-chal-
lenged children. Enough is enough. The 
Democrats have not only accomplished 
nothing in the past eight years, they 
have left us a far more dangerous world.

Every step of the way, Democrats 
and the liberal-controlled media have 
stopped each and everything President 
Trump has tried to do. They don’t care if 
it is good for our country, only that they 
oppose and resist everything he does. 
Even middle-class tax cuts.

They don’t want a wall, so that 
human smuggling, women and child 
slavery, drugs, guns and gang members 
can freely enter our country. They don’t 
mind that increased health insurance 
costs, burglaries, violence, crime, the 
destruction of families and communities 
and the death of our citizens are the 
direct result of their foolish open-border 
policy. They don’t care if people enter 
our country from dangerous places with-
out any sane vetting process or restric-
tions and that they should be allowed to 
enter without anything to prove they do 
not want to hurt or kill our people.

Who would vote for these Democrats? 
Remember Obama visiting GM and 
telling the workers, “Not to worry, I have 
your back?” Well, the workers voted for 
him, the plant promptly closed, yet they 
reelected him to a second term. Does 
that make any sense?

RICK KAUTZ
Janesville

Kneeling isn’t America’s  
problem. Trump is

Kneeling is OK for prayers, proposals 
and patriotism. Kneelers don’t disre-
spect the flag; they honor it by acknowl-
edging the rights for which it stands.

No civilian law compels us to stand 
or salute the flag. We have the freedom 
to choose how to be patriotic or not. The 
issue is discrimination; some folks can’t 
abide seeing unarmed blacks routinely 
shot by police. Imagine that.

The real problem is a complain-
er-in-chief who holds our whole nation 
in contempt. He disrespects his office 
by not representing us in a reasonable, 
reliable, honest manner. He reneges on 
commitments made by previous resi-
dents. He disrespects diplomacy, most 
of the State Department is unstaffed or 
understaffed, and he makes no effort to 
build positive relationships. He erodes 
American credibility and cedes world 
leadership to the next power that steps 
up.

The vicious contempt he has for news 
coverage is dangerous. When he deni-
grates the press, he also seeks removal 
of our guaranteed right to disagree with 
him. How long before some faction of 
his government does more than threat-
en to beat, fire or de-license those who 
dispute his policies? The land of the 
free and home of the brave has room for 
more than one idea.

JEANNE HUEBNER
Delavan

Parents must teach 
forgiveness, sacrifice

Our world is struggling with the pain 
and suffering of those in need with those 
in abundance. As we grow from children 
into adulthood, our behavior is formed 
by how our parents react towards oth-
ers. Have we been told as children when 
hurt by others, “That hurts me, but I 
forgive you”? 

Or, if your friend likes something 
you have, do you ever say, “I see you like 
this…I want you to have it”? 

Children need to be taught forgive-
ness and sacrifice. The future is up to 
today’s parents to teach the little ones 
these responses. 

Two thousand years ago, a man 
walked on the path to salvation, a path 
paved with forgiveness and sacrifice. 
What path are you teaching your chil-
dren to walk? Let’s “Make America great 
again.” “Sacrifice and forgive.”

BILL ROESSLER
Janesville

To the Iron Stache. Maybe he’s trying to 
win over Trump voters who lean Democratic 

but like a president who 
“tells it like it is.” Sorry, 
Iron Stache, a.k.a. Randy 
Bryce, but tweeting sexist 
remarks doesn’t work for 
you. (That it worked for 
Trump is another issue.) Ku-
dos to his challenger in the 
1st Congressional District 
Democratic primary, Cathy 

Myers, for calling out Bryce for his tweet last 
week, “Don’t worry @jaredkushner regard-
less of what might go down—she’ll be okay. 
#MuellerTime.” The tweet included a photo of 
Ivanka Trump sitting next to Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau. The 2016 presi-
dential race debased the nation’s political 
dialogue, but that’s not an excuse for Bryce 
or any other candidate to post demeaning 
remarks. We’d rather hear from Bryce serious 
thoughts about special prosecutor Robert 
Mueller’s Russia investigation, assuming 
Bryce has some to share.

To WEDC. The Wisconsin Economic De-
velopment Corp. reversed course Friday and 

agreed to allow board mem-
bers to review a contract 
awarding Foxconn up to $3 
billion in subsidies to build a 
LCD-screen manufacturing 
plant in Racine County. The 
agency had planned to give 
the board only a summary of 
the contract. It only relented 
after Senate Majority Leader 

Scott Fitzgerald and Assembly Speaker Robin 
Vos, along with many Democrats, objected 
to the process and pushed for the contract’s 
release before board members voted on it.  
Democrats and Republicans alike, in their 
day-to-day dealings, recognize that reading 
a contract before signing it is a good idea. 
When $3 billion are at stake, reviewing the 
fine print is an absolute must. That legisla-
tors had to fight WEDC to get it to release the 
contract was unfortunate. 

To Chris and Charity Endres. The 
Janesville gun shop owners decided to take 

no chances and recently 
upgraded security at their 
shop, investing about 
$20,000 into turning the 
showroom into a giant 
vault. Not surprisingly, the 
Joseph Jakubowski incident 
spurred the project’s timing, 
and their work should in-
spire other gun shop owners 

who’ve dawdled on beefing up their security. 
But these other owners may soon not have a 
choice. Proposed legislation would require 
gun retailers to lock up their guns when their 
businesses are unattended, either in a secured 
gun cabinet or safe or with a secured rod-and-
cable lock. Endres’ improvements go beyond 
the proposed legislation’s requirements, with 
12-gauge steel under 3/4-inch, tongue-and-
groove roof sheathing and reinforced con-
crete for the outer walls. In other words, no 
thief is getting into this space, giving Chris 
and Charity Endres total peace of mind.

To retail sales boom. Rock County retail 
sales and tax receipts surged last quarter, 

outpacing neighboring Wal-
worth County and putting 
Rock County on par with 
statewide averages. Per-cap-
ita sales tax collections have 
jumped by 35 percent in 
Rock County since 2010, 
providing further evidence 
of an economic recovery in 
full swing. The statistics also 

demonstrate that local governments don’t 
need to raise tax rates to increase revenues. 
Tax revenues will rise when people have 
more money to spend, as appears to be the 
case with Rock County’s unemployment rate 
near record lows, between 3.5 percent and 
4 percent. Money is trickling through the 
economy, Forward Janesville President John 
Beckord explained. When people have more 
discretionary income, they spend it, which al-
lows employers to raise wages and hire more 
workers and government to pay for services 
without raising taxes. It’s a virtuous cycle.

Clinton karma part of #MeToo


