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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•William A. “Jay” Banaszynski Jr.
•Mark A. Clough
•Charles R. Drays
•Angela “Angie” J. Erickson
•Jerome K. Laurent

•Thomas Allen Lean
•Michael Guy Mannheimer
•Terry M. Peterson
•Janet K. Williams 
•Therese A. Woods

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 51 | Low 33  

Intervals of clouds 
and sunshine
More on 7A

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Grants from the state 

Department of Natural 
Resources are paying for 
nearly 75 percent of the 
Monterey Dam removal 
and shoreline restoration 
project.

The city announced 
earlier this month it had 
received another DNR 
grant, this one total-
ing more than $373,000. 
It joins previous grants 
of $400,000 and about 
$146,000 to bring total 
grant money to almost 
$920,000.

Drax Inc. of Madison 
is handling the $1.27 mil-
lion project. That figure 
includes both dam removal 

and shoreline restoration 
work, city stormwater 
engineer Tim Whittaker 
said.

Drax demolished the 
Monterey Dam last sum-
mer. Its removal ended a 
lengthy fight by a vocifer-
ous opposition group to 
save the structure, which 
needed extensive repairs.

Work has continued at 
the site ever since, though 
elevated Rock River levels 
in late summer delayed 
progress by several weeks. 
The water was too high to 
get much accomplished, 
Whittaker said.

Still, the project remains 
on schedule for an October 
2019 completion date. 
Crews were able to finish 
much of the work down-
stream of the Monterey 

Rock, close to where the 
dam once stood, through-
out winter, he said.

Whittaker called this 
area the “park and wet-
lands” portion. It will 
include wetlands and 
wooded habitats, as well 
as a kayak launch and 
four waterfront staircases 
for fishing.

That area felt little 
impact from melting snow 
that has recently caused 
flooding along parts of 
the river. It will be fin-
ished soon depending on 
weather, Whittaker said.

Drax crews then will 
head upstream near the 
Monterey lagoon.

The bay will feature a 
stormwater pond, natural 
grasses along the shore-
line, and additional kayak 

and fishing access points, 
Whittaker said.

The most recent 
$373,000 grant helps cover 
aspects of the project unre-
lated to dam removal. Its 
purpose overlaps with 
the $146,000 grant, while 
the $400,000 allocation 
focused specifically on the 
dam’s demolition, he said.

City officials hadn’t 
expected to receive the 
additional grant, although 
they were hopeful the DNR 
would award them the 
extra money, he said.

The grants do not expe-
dite the completion time-
line. The project has gone 
mostly according to plan, 
and the only major chal-
lenge so far was flooding 
and high water from last 
summer, Whittaker said.

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Crews work on the area near the former Monterey Dam as a part of a shoreline restoration project Monday in Janesville. 
The city recently received a grant of more than $373,000 from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources to help 
pay for dam removal and restoration work.

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

MILTON

A communications 

coordinator position cre-

ated but never filled by the 

Milton School District was 

the root of confusion sur-

rounding stipends given to 

three district employees in 

November, according to a 

report written by an attor-

ney hired by the school dis-

trict and released Monday.

In a statement attached 

to the report, the school 

b o a r d 

p r o m i s e s 

to overhaul 

its policies 

governing 

f i n a n c i a l 

ove r s i gh t 

and record-

keeping.

M o n e y 

designated for the unfilled 

communications coor-

dinator position was 

used to allocate $10,500 

to Superintendent Tim 

Schigur, $10,000 to 

Director of Administrative 

Operations 

J e r r y 

Schuetz and 

$10,000 to 

IT employee 

M i c h a e l 

Gouvion. So 

far, Schigur 

is the only 

o n e  t o 

receive full payment.

The stipends were paid 

against the advice of the 

school district’s director 

of business services, who 

refused to sign the paper-

work and recommended 

the stipends 

be consid-

ered by 

the school 

board. She 

later acted 

as a whis-

t l eb lower 

by telling 

a school 

board member about her 

concerns, according to the 

report.

The attorney in her 

report said concerns raised 

by Director of Business 

Services Mary Ellen Van 

Valin stemmed from her 

misunderstanding the 

source of the money for the 

stipends.

Van Valin and Schuetz 

disagree on the content 

of conversations they had 

before the stipends were 

approved.

Van Valin told the inves-

tigator Schuetz told her he 

didn’t want the stipends to 

go to the school board to 

avoid attention from the 

board and the news media. 

Schuetz denied to the inves-

tigator that he made that 

statement.

Lori Lubinksy, a Madison 

attorney, was hired to lead 

the investigation into sti-

pends given to Schigur, 

Schuetz and Gouvion and 

whether the approval pro-

cess violated state law or 

board policy.

Based on her findings, 

Lubinksy recommends:

 � The school board 

determine whether to 

approve Schigur’s salary 

increase, which was given 

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Janesville Superintendent Steve Pophal said Monday 

that it’s time for the school district to “start properly run-
ning our athletic departments.”

He wasn’t talking about coaches or specific sports, but 
rather long-term planning and management.

The school district’s policy, personnel and curriculum 
committee Monday approved hiring a full-time “coordi-
nator of athletics, health, physical education and recre-
ation”—a position that somewhat resembles an athletic 
director.

The position still has to be approved by the school 
board and make it through this fall’s budget process.

Craig and Parker high schools have part-time athletic 
directors, as do the three middle schools. This position 

 Æ Committee decides to create compensation plan 

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
It’s a privilege to do public service, but it’s arguable 

that only the privileged can serve.
Monday, the Janesville School Board’s Policy, Personnel 

and Curriculum Committee decided to develop a compen-
sation plan for board members.

About 95 percent of Wisconsin’s school districts pay 
school board members an annual salary, a meeting sti-
pend or both. Janesville School Board members are not 
paid.

In December, board members Karl Dommershausen 
and Dale Thompson asked the committee to consider 
paying board members. They argued that more people—
and different types of people—might run for board seats 
if they were compensated.

Shoring things up: Janesville getting more DNR help 
with restoring Monterey Dam area

Report: Vacancy led to stipends

Turn to REPORT on Page 7A

Money designated for open communications job helped compensate those who took on duties

Schuetz Van ValinSchigur

Closing shop
Shopko announced Monday 

it is closing all of its stores, 

including those in Janesville, 

Monroe and Fort Atkinson. 

Page 3A

Gearing up
Wisconsin prepares  

for Friday’s NCAA 

Tournament opener 

against Oregon.  

Page 1B

School board moves 
closer to paid status

Turn to PAY on Page 5A

A low profile
New Zealand prime  

minister vows to deny 

mass shooting suspect a 

platform for racist views. 

Page 6B

The ball is now 
in board’s court
District hopes to hire athletic ‘coordinator’

Turn to SPORTS on Page 5A
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