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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 65 | Low 46  

Some rain and  
a thunderstorm

More on 7A

Up and down
Although the BTC Board 

approved a higher tax levy 

for 2020-21, other factors 

helped to lower the  

district’s tax rate. Page 3A

Beating the odds
Proper safety precautions have 

helped the Southern Lakes  

Conference reach the halfway 

point of its football season  

without any cancellations.  
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In ‘Living’
If divisive political posts on your 

social media channels have you 

bummed, you’re not alone. Page 3C

JPAC conjuring up 

frightening tales to put you 

in the mood for Halloween
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HALLOWEEN

Costumed canines

Get your pets in on  the 

Halloween fun by attending 

“Lick or Treat” from noon 

to 3 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 31, 

at the Humane Society of 

Southern 
Wisconsin, 

222 S. Arch 

St., Janes-
ville. 

Kids and 

pets can 
start the day with trunk-

or-treating in the humane 

society parking lot. Mem-

bers of the public are invited 

to decorate trunks for the 

event, but they must sub-

mit a sign-up form by Friday, 

Oct. 23. Forms are available 

online at https://forms.gle/ 

LfxeQy5LyZjQhoJ36.

The event also will fea-

ture a Pets & Pals Costume 

Contest. Participants should 

register before 2 p.m., and 

winners will be announced 

at 2:30 p.m.
In addition, snacks and 

raffle opportunities await 

attendees.
“Lick or Treat” is a free 

event, but a $5 donation is 

requested. Masks will be 

required, social distancing 

encouraged, and a capacity 

of 25 people at a time will be 

strictly enforced.

Visit PetsGoHome.com or 

call 608-752-5622.

‘A hybrid haunt’
JPAC’s special Halloween 

event will scare up a  

‘riveting, spooky’ and 

socially distant scene  

later this month.  

kicks, inside

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Remodeling of an abandoned 

south-side grocery store is under-
way, with Rock County Human Ser-
vices and Job Center offices scheduled 
to move there in 2022.

The county board approved a con-
struction contract with J.P. Cullen & 
Sons in August for $21.5 million. The 
county bought the property at 1717 
Center Ave. in May 2019 for $4.4 mil-
lion. Another $2 million is earmarked 
for furnishings and equipment.

That price tag fits with an estimate 
of $21.2 million to $32.2 million made 
by a consultant that studied county 
space needs in 2018.

The building’s exterior will be 
largely unchanged with the exception 
of some skylights and sod installed 
at the front of the building, County 
Administrator Josh Smith said.

The county is following the 

consultant’s recommendations, 
including moving Human Services 
out of the old county Health Care 
Center, which was deemed inefficient 
and is slated for demolition once it 
is vacated.

The remodeled building will 
include a commercial pharmacy that 
will dispense drugs prescribed by psy-
chiatrists for county clients but not 
to the public. Medicaid pays for the 
drugs. The operator, Genoa Phar-
macy, is the same one that now sup-
plies drugs through a county contract, 

and it will pay rent. Smith said the 

rent amount has not been finalized.

A retail pharmacy would not be 

able to provide the needed services 

for the same price, Smith said.

A commercial drug-testing com-

pany, Averhealth, also will have space 

in the building. Averhealth is now in 

the Old Towne Mall in Janesville. The 

tests would be convenient for clients 

who receive other services in the 

building, Smith said.

County officials refer to the proj-

ect by its address number, 1717, so they 

don’t have to refer to “the old Pick ‘n 

Save,” Smith said.

A formal name is in the works. 

One county board committee has 

approved the name Rock County 

Resource Center. The county board 

Staff Committee is considering a pro-

posal to change that to the Daniel 

Hale Williams Rock County Resource 

Center.

By Thomas Beaumont

Associated Press

Joe Biden has visited Wiscon-

sin just twice as the 2020 Dem-

ocratic presidential nominee. 

That is still two more times than 

Hillary Clinton did in 2016.

Even in a national political 

environment fundamentally 

altered by the coronavirus pan-

demic, the former vice president 

has paid far more attention to 

swing-voting Wisconsin and its 

pivotal neighbor Michigan than 

Clinton did during a campaign 

with no public health crisis or 
concerns about mass gatherings.

More than budgeting some of 
his carefully planned time, and 
certainly spending prodigiously 
more money on advertising, 
Biden’s team also has attempted 
to correct Clinton’s more glaring 
failure in the two states by reach-
ing out directly to voters.

“When you don’t come and 
ask people for their vote, they 
feel like it doesn’t matter,” said 
Karen Finney, a senior Clinton 
adviser who in retrospect says 
Clinton’s campaign was more 
concerned with modeling voter 

behavior than reaching voters. 

Biden’s “campaign is doing a 

better job, even during COVID, 

of reaching out with the candi-

dates and a voter-to-voter effort. 

That makes a difference and is an 

improvement.”

Clinton’s narrow losses in 

Wisconsin and Michigan—two 

states considered Democratic 

strongholds—were seen as pun-

ishment for neglect by her cam-

paign. Besides spending no time 

in Wisconsin and only five days 

in Michigan, Clinton didn’t 

Sid Schwartz/schwartz@gazettextra.com
Construction work has begun to transform the former Pick ‘n Save store on Janesville’s south side to a Rock County facility.

Change is coming

Biden’s lessons learned:  
Presidential nominee spending time, money in Midwest

Associated Press
Democratic presidential candidate and former Vice President Joe Biden 
speaks at Wisconsin Aluminum Foundry in Manitowoc on Sept. 21. Biden 
also visited Wisconsin in August when he went to Kenosha in the wake of the 
police shooting of Jacob Blake.

Transformation of new Rock County Human Services building has begun

A formal name is in the works. One 

county board committee has approved 

the name Rock County Resource  

Center. The county board Staff  

Committee is considering a proposal  

to change that to the Daniel Hale  

Williams Rock County Resource Center.

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

Rock County is about 
to enter a season where 
COVID-19 meets the latest 
batch of influenza viruses.

Nat ionwide , 
critics of virus 
safety precau-
tions have falsely 
claimed COVID-
19 is equal to the 
flu in how it affects 
health. Some have 
asked why COVID-
19 is such a big deal 
when people die 
every year from the flu.

COVID-19 has been 
about nine times more 
deadly than the most 
recently recorded flu sea-
son, according to data 
from Rock County’s health 
department.

The number of flu 
deaths totals in the tens of 

thousands in the U.S. each 
year. By contrast, COVID-
19 has killed more than 
200,000 people in this 
country, said Benjamin 
Chao, a family medicine 
provider at Dean Medical 

Group-Janesville 
East.

Since COVID-
19 first appeared 
in Rock County 
in March, the dis-
ease’s mortality 
rate has been 23.9 
for every 100,000 
people.

T h i r t y - n i n e 
people have died from 
COVID-19 in the county 
so far.

Flu mortality rates 
from 2015 to 2018 have 
been 2.5 per 100,000 peo-
ple with the exception of 
2016, which was 1.2 deaths 

Chao

COVID-19, flu 
about to meet
New coronavirus already far deadlier  

in Rock County than recent flu seasons

Associated Press

MADISON

Wisconsin recorded 

its highest one-day total 

of new COVID-19 deaths  

Wednesday and the first 

patient was admitted to 

a field hospital near Mil-

waukee that opened last 

week to help hospitals 

coping with an influx of 

patients.

The surge that began in 

early September showed 

no signs of slowing with 

48 new deaths reported 

Wednesday and a whop-

ping 43% of tests coming 

back positive.

There have been 1,681 

deaths to date from the 

coronavirus pandemic 

while nearly 183,000 peo-

ple have tested positive, 

the Wisconsin Depart-

ment of Health Services 

reported. That is up by 

4,205 from the day before, 

although department 

spokeswoman Jennifer 

Miller said there was still 

State reports record-high 
COVID-19 deaths with 48
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