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Key Republican says
GOP-ordered review of 2020
election needs to end, fears
harm to Republicans. Page 2A

By a 4 to 3 vote, the Milton
School Board decided to move
to mask choice for grades seven
to 12 starting Jan. 10. Page 3A

The Army-Navy football game
Saturday drew supporters
of both armed forces to the
Janesville Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post 1621. Page 1B
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Grocery, bar, restaurant combo gets OK
Janesville City Council
approves change for
Hy-Vee, other grocers
By Neil Johnson
njohnson@gazettextra.com
JANESVILLE

Hy-Vee cleared a big hurdle in
its plans to develop a $20 million,
combination grocery store/bar
restaurant at a former Shopko in
Janesville.
In a unanimous 7-0 vote, the
Janesville city council OK’d a
recommendation to peel back a

longtime city rule that requires
retail alcohol sales areas in grocery stores to be separated or
“boxed in” by solid walls.
The rule change will pave the
way for Des Moines, Iowa-based
Hy-Vee to design a grocery and
liquor store with an open-layout
restaurant and bar in a food court
area inside the 97,000-squarefoot former Shopko at 2500
Humes Road.
The change comes along with
a few tweaks to other related
ordinances governing retail alcohol sales.
Under changes the council approved Monday, any retail

grocery seller would be allowed
to create spaces within a store
for dining that could include
a bar and alcohol sales. A state
law change that went in place
last year allows retailers to sell
carryout alcohol and operate
bar-restaurants inside other
retail locations under a single,
class B license, provided city
ordinances permit it.
Some council members
have said approving ordinance
changes would give the city
its own, updated framework
of retail liquor sale rules at a
time when state law essentially
allows retailers such as Hy-Vee to

operate grocery and liquor store
in tandem with a bar-restaurant.
Janesville City Council President Douglas Marklein said the
council’s approval of the ordinance changes shows a city staff
and council that are taking a
more progressive and innovative
view of retail development.
“I’m very pleased that this
blight we have on one of our busiest (commercial) streets will
be redeveloped. This is turning a negative into a big positive. It reinforces that Janesville
is becoming a more and more
regional shopping area,” Marklein said. “And I love the idea

that the council and the staff are
open to new ideas. These opportunities will help other existing
retailers to think outside the box
and bring other new ideas to our
retail area.”
Hy-Vee has publicly shown
preliminary plans that would
put a food court along with a
Wahlburgers restaurant and
bar within a full-service supermarket. It’s a concept Hy-Vee
has been rolling out in markets
across the Midwest over the last
few years, including in the Madison and Milwaukee metro areas.
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COVID-19 takes
toll on local law
enforcement
Beloit officer, state
trooper among
recent deaths
By Austin Montgomery
Adams Publishing Group

Associated Press photos
Volunteers help Martha Thomas, second from left, salvage possessions from her destroyed home Monday in Mayfield, Ky.,
in the aftermath of tornadoes that tore through the region.

TWISTER TURMOIL
Thousands without heat, water after tornadoes kill dozens
By Bruce Schreiner
and Claire Galofaro
Associated Press
MAYFIELD, KY.

Residents of Kentucky
counties where tornadoes killed dozens of people could be without heat,
water or electricity in frigid
temperatures for weeks
or longer, state officials
warned Monday, as the
toll of damage and deaths
came into clearer focus in
five states slammed by the
swarm of twisters.
Kentucky authorities
said the sheer level of
destruction was hindering their ability to tally
the damage from Friday

Martha Thomas salvages Christmas decorations from her
destroyed home Monday in Mayfield, Ky.
night’s storms. At least 88
people—including 74 in
Kentucky—were killed by
the tornado outbreak that
also destroyed a nursing
home in Arkansas, heavily

damaged an Amazon distribution center in Illinois and spread its deadly
effects into Tennessee and
Missouri.
In Kentucky, as

OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 7A
•Thomas J. Abb
•Carroll Anderson
•Phyllis A. (Clark) Bingham
•Ralph E. Blair Jr.
•Donald Blumer
•Henry A. “Hank” Brill
•Owen Emerson Brown
•Frederick Gerald “Jerry”
Churchill

•Eugene Dewey
•David L. “Dave” Ehlers
•Sandra Lee (Greene)
“Tam” Erdman
•June J. Halverson
•Rojean Luella (Schmidt)
Hansen
•Deborah L. Hilton
•Roberto J. Juarez

•Sandra Kay Lewis
•Germaine Niemeier
•Alfred H. “Al” Pinnow
•Shirley J. Ruosch
•Sherman Lee VanAntwerp
•Katherine Ann “Kathy”
Wuksinich

searches continued for
those still missing, efforts
also turned to repairing
the power grid, sheltering
those whose homes were
destroyed and delivering
drinking water and other
supplies.
“We’re not going to
let any of our families go
homeless,” Kentucky Gov.
Andy Beshear said in
announcing that lodges
in state parks were being
used to provide shelter.
In Mayfield, one of the
hardest hit towns, those
who survived faced a high
in the 50s and a low below
freezing Monday without
any utilities.
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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 56 | Low 44
Increasing
cloudiness and mild
More on 8A

The last two years have
been deadly for local law
enforcement officers who
have contracted COVID19. After the death of a
Beloit police officer from
complications brought on
by the virus, stateline area
authorities are reflecting on the hundreds of
virus-related officer deaths
impacting communities
across the country.
Beloit Police officer
Daniel Daly, 48, died Nov.
15 from COVID-19 complications. On the same day,
20-year veteran Wisconsin State Patrol Master
Trooper Dan Stainbrook,
42, also died from COVID19-related illness.
COVID-19 was the leading cause of death for law
enforcement officers in
2020 and 2021, according
to the Officer Down Memorial Page, an organization
that tracks officer deaths
nationwide. In the last
years, nearly two-thirds of
all law enforcement deaths
in the United States have
been due to COVID-19.
In 2020, a total of 384
law enforcement deaths
were reported to the organization. Of those deaths,
COVID-19 killed 253, or
65.8%. As of Dec. 9, 447
total law enforcement
deaths have been reported
nationwide. Officer Down
Memorial data shows 295
of of this, 65.9%, could be

blamed on the virus.
Janesville Police Chief
David Moore said the
hundreds of law enforcement deaths were “clearly
a tragic matter that will
continue to
grow.”
Another
organization tracking COVID19 deaths
nationwide,
the Fraternal Order
Moore
of Police,
reports an even higher
number of virus-related
deaths among law enforcement since the pandemic
began in March 2020. The
organization reports that
as of Dec. 12, 816 officers
have died from COVID-19.
Virus-related officer
deaths are tracked using
media reports and submissions from police departments nationwide as no
data is tracked centrally by
one organization, resulting
in differing figures.
“This is the best data we
have,” said Ryan Windorff,
president of the Wisconsin
State Lodge of the Fraternal
Order of Police. “We knew
from the beginning that
law enforcement would be
heavily impacted by this
where other industries
have adapted to remote
work. It’s not an option
for public safety officers. I
think the trends show it’s
a threat we take seriously
and has an impact on how
we do our job.”

The threat to local officers
Rock County, Wisconsin,
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