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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Gladys T. Charland
•George H. Frank Jr.
•Donald J. Huberty

•Ardith E. Oldenburg
•Cynthia L. Starks
•Cory A. Williams

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 85 | Low 61 

Partly sunny  
and very warm
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Women to be honored
The Rock County Historical 

Society is organizing a Sept. 23 

event to honor four women in 

agriculture. Page 3A

Parker falls to Madison East 32-14 Other scores

Craig ..................... 17
La Follette ............10

Wilmot .................. 17
Elkhorn .................15

Turner .................. 32
Brodhead/Juda ... 27

Full coverage inside

Despite leading  

14-6  at half, the  

Vikings fell to 0-5 

Friday night at 

Monterey Stadium. 
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By Del Quentin Wilber

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON
Paul Manafort, President Donald 

Trump’s former campaign chairman, 
pleaded guilty Friday to federal conspir-
acy charges and agreed to cooperate in 
special counsel Robert S. Mueller III’s in-
vestigation of Russian interference in the 
2016 presidential race, prosecutors said 
Friday, marking a stunning about-face for 
the former Trump deputy.

The plea deal, unveiled in federal court 
in Washington, will allow Manafort, 69, to 
avoid a second trial on charges stemming 
from his lucrative work for pro-Russian 
politicians in Ukraine before he joined 
the Trump campaign and his subsequent 
attempts to tamper with witnesses in the 
case.

As part of his plea deal, Manafort 
agreed to cooperate with prosecutors. 
Andrew Weissmann, one of the lawyers 
on Mueller’s team, said in court that 
Manafort already had participated in at 
least one sit-down with prosecutors.

That cooperation, Weissmann said, 
has “led us to today.” The precise nature 
of that cooperation wasn’t spelled out 
in court papers or during the hearing. 
The plea deal requires Manafort to an-
swer prosecutors’ questions and provide 
requested documents to federal investi-
gators.

Manafort, wearing a dark suit and pur-
ple tie, spoke in subdued tones during 
the hourlong hearing before U.S. District 
Judge Amy Berman Jackson. The gravi-
ty of the moment was made plain when 
he said simply, “I plead guilty” after be-
ing asked how he wanted to proceed on 
charges of conspiring against the United 
States and obstructing justice.

The move was an abrupt turn for 
Manafort. His legal team had long indi-
cated the political operative had no plans 
to plead guilty or cooperate with Mueller. 
He had already waged an expensive legal 
battle that culminated last month with a 
federal jury in Virginia finding him guilty 
on eight charges related to a long-run-
ning tax and bank fraud scheme.

As part of Friday’s plea, the remain-
ing charges in the two indictments he 
faced—including 10 counts that jurors 

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

WHITEWATER

The husband of the UW-Whitewater 

chancellor is banned from the school’s 

campuses and events after an investiga-

tion found he sexually harassed female 

employees.

Chancellor Beverly Kopper an-

nounced Friday the UW System ended in 

June the unpaid appointment of her hus-

band, Alan “Pete” Hill, to the university.

Kopper said she “fully supported and 

cooperated with” the independent inves-

tigation against her husband, who had 

been in a position titled “associate to the 

chancellor” since July 2015, when Kopper 

became chancellor.

Hill is no longer allowed to attend 

UW-Whitewater events on the school’s 

campuses in Whitewater or in Janesville 

at the former UW-Rock County campus, 

according to a June 22 letter from UW 

System President Ray Cross to Kopper 

obtained by The Gazette on Friday.

There were two investigations into 

Hill.

One 2017 complaint about inappropri-

ate touching went through an informal 

review process, and Hill was not found 

responsible for sexual harassment.

In April 2018, the UW System re-

ceived a report of inappropriate physical 

contact.
Women reported various instances 

UW-W chancellor’s husband  
banned from campus

UW-Whitewater Chancellor Beverly Kopper 
and her husband Alan “Pete” Hill in a 2015 
photo from the University’s Facebook page. 
Hill was later banned from the school’s cam-
puses.

Investigation finds 
he sexually harassed 

female employees

Florence inundates the Carolinas

Manafort 
pleads guilty 
and agrees  

to cooperate
Deal will allow former 
Trump campaign chief 

to avoid second trial

At least four dead as storm surge, torrential rains pound North, South Carolina 
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By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

What do Mildred Fish Harnack, Leif 

Erikson and the state of Wisconsin have 

in common?

That is not a trick question.

Harnack, Erikson and Wisconsin are 

three of the 21 people, events or ideas 

recognized by special “observance days” 

in the state’s public schools.

Local school board members hope to 

change that number to 22.

At its first September meeting, the 

Janesville School Board voted to send a 

resolution to the Wisconsin Association 

of School Boards asking to add Indige-

nous People’s Day to the observance day 

list.

If the resolution makes it through the 

association’s committee process, it will be 

voted on during the state’s school board 

convention in January.

But to become an official observance 

day, it has to go through the state Leg-

islature.

Francis and Abe

The Legislature began creating statu-

torily required observance days in 1923.

Adding to history: 

Turn to MANAFORT on Page 9A

Janesville School Board wants  
another observance day

A man covers his 
eyes from a gust 
of wind and a blast 
of sand as Tropical 
Storm Florence 
approaches Myrtle 
Beach, S.C., on 
Friday. 
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