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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Doris “Dorrie” Alff
•Shannon L. Barstow
•Eugene “Boody” Cocroft
•Ann Marie Crookshanks
•Eleanor W. Holtz
•Melvin Edward Janes

•John Olmstead Olson
•Julieta Padilla
•Myrtle E. Reppert
•Rose Straetz
•Pat Walbaum

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 59 | Low 41  

Some rain and  
a thunderstorm

More on 7A

New plans
Man who wanted to build 

200-square-foot homes 

for Janesville’s homeless 

has new plan to develop 

transitional housing in 

the city. Page 3A

Bucks dispatch Celtics
The Milwaukee Bucks beat the 

Boston Celtics 116-91 to clinch their 

spot in the NBA’s final four. Page 1B

Rockin’ docs
HealthNet fundraiser 

scheduled Friday night 

at JPAC features bands 

like the GoDeans that 

have area doctors in the  

lineup. kicks, inside

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Rock County has signed an 

offer to buy the vacant Pick ‘n 
Save building on Janesville’s 
south side and plans to turn 
the former grocery store into a 
new human services complex.

County officials said 
Wednesday all human ser-
vices programs—except those 
offered at Beloit’s Eclipse 
Center—will shift to the 
129,000-square-foot building 
at 1717 S. Center Ave. likely by 
late 2020 or early 2021. The 
county expects to close on the 
property by June 17.

The purchase agreement, 

which includes the build-

ing and adjoining parking 

lots for $4.4 million, must be 

approved by the Rock County 

Board.

Developer Jim Grafft and 

his family bought the prop-

erty in January 2018 for about 

$2.9 million. The building has 

sat vacant since Pick ‘n Save 

moved out in November 2017.

County Administrator Josh 

Smith, county board Chair-

man Russ Podzilni, Director 

of Human Services Kate Lus-

ter and Facilities Manage-

ment Director Brent Suther-

land made the purchase pub-

lic Wednesday afternoon in an 

interview with The Gazette.

The purchase is the county’s 

first step in its facilities mas-

ter plan, which recommends 

razing the 47-year-old health 

care center on County F near 

the jail and relocating to a new 

facility.

A Milwaukee architectural 

firm unveiled the master plan 

in September.

The health care center cur-

rently houses offices for the 

Department of Human Ser-

vices behavioral health pro-

gram; Children, Youth and 

Families program; and admin-

istrative staff. Other depart-

ment services are offered at 

the Rock County Job Center, 

Eclipse Center in Beloit and 

at facilities on Franklin and 

Off the shelf:
Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com

Rock County has offered to buy the vacant former Pick ‘n Save building at 1717 Center Ave. in Janesville.

JANESVILLE

Former Pick ‘n Save

SOURCE: City of Janesville

Emily Rezin/erezin@gazettextra.com

Ce
nt

er
 Av

e.

Conde St. Lafayette St.

Building Property boundary

By Chris Megerian

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON
Tensions between the White House and 

Congress boiled over Wednesday after Pres-
ident Donald Trump asserted executive 
privilege to block release to lawmakers of 
the special counsel’s unredacted report, and 

a House committee voted to 
hold Attorney General Wil-
liam Barr in contempt.

The high-stakes tit-for-
tat marked a major esca-
lation of a legal and politi-
cal fight that has few paral-
lels since the Watergate era. 
The disputes are almost cer-
tainly headed to court.

“We’ve talked for a long 
time about approaching a constitutional 
crisis,” Rep. Jerrold Nadler, the New York 
Democrat who chairs the House Judiciary 
Committee, said after the contempt vote. 
“We are now in it.”

Adding to the turmoil, the Republi-
can-led Senate Intelligence Committee has 
issued a subpoena to Donald Trump Jr., the 
president’s eldest son, as part of its investi-
gation of Russian interference in the 2016 
election.

It is the first known congressional sub-
poena of one of Trump’s children. The 

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The decks on the three-story front exterior 

wall of 115 S. Main St. are the most eye-pop-

ping—and in some units, the most attractive—

feature of this downtown apartment building.

Inside, it’s the staircase that connects the 

three levels.

It’s the first thing that appears inside the 

main entrance. On the second floor, it splits into 

two smaller staircases that flank it on both sides 

to lead residents to the third floor.

Above, a skylight provides natural light to 

the hardwood steps below, even on a dreary 

Wednesday afternoon.

Building owner Kaley Jenkins wanted to pre-

serve these original features when she began 

the enormous task of renovating the structure 

in September 2017.

After nearly two years and hundreds of thou-

sands of dollars worth of repairs, the building is 

almost ready to welcome tenants. It is perhaps 

the earliest example of downtown housing rein-

vestment coming to fruition.

Janesville is fully immersed in an effort to 

revitalize the city center. As the ARISE proj-

ect enters its middle stages, city officials and 

Apartment renovation nearly finished

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
The renovations at the apartment building at 115 S. Main St. in Janesville is nearly 
complete.

Branch 
tensions 
deepen

Redevelopment one of first  
to reach completion in ARISE era

Rock County offers to buy  
former Pick ‘n Save store

House panel rebukes Barr; 
president asserts privilege

Barr
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