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In state, expanding 
background checks 

faces long odds
By Molly Beck

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MONONA

Jeraldin Romero stepped into 

a Walmart on Tuesday carrying 

in her hand a 12-volt tire infla-

tor to return to the store—and 

the weight of the weekend on her 

mind.

“It was unfair,” Romero said 

about a shooting three days earlier 

targeting Latinos at a different 

Walmart hundreds of miles away 

in Texas that left 22 people dead, 

including nine Mexican nationals.

“We’re all human beings no 

matter what color we are. ... 

Nobody should just be targeted 

to be killed just because some-

body doesn’t like us,” said Romero, 

who is Hispanic. “I do think about 

how this event did happen at a 

Walmart, but I just know how it is 

here in Madison.”

But it has happened here in 

Wisconsin. Four were killed two 

years ago in Marathon County by 

a man furious about his wife fil-

ing for divorce. Six were killed at 

a Sikh Temple in Oak Creek seven 

years ago. And 24 teenagers were 

taken hostage at gunpoint by a 

classmate in Marinette nine years 

ago.

There have been more mass 

shootings nationwide this year 

than days. The public is desper-

ate for a solution, but in Wiscon-

sin, that likely won’t come in the 

form of any new laws governing 

who can have a gun.

Democratic lawmakers for 

years have introduced a num-

ber of measures that would make 

it more difficult to possess fire-

arms—especially ones that can 

kill a number of people in just 

seconds.

But Republican lawmakers 

Assessing gun reform prospects
By Lisa Mascaro and Matthew Daly

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

Senate Majority Leader 

Mitch McConnell said Thurs-

day he wants Congress to con-

sider legislation to expand fed-

eral background checks and 

other gun violence measures 

when lawmakers return in the 

fall.

The Republican leader told 

a Kentucky radio station that 

President Donald Trump called 

him Thursday morning and 

they talked about several ideas. 

The president, he said, is “anx-

ious to get an outcome, and so 

am I.”

Republicans have resisted 

expanding background checks 

but face enormous pressure to 

do something in the aftermath 

of the mass shootings in El Paso, 

Texas, and Dayton, Ohio, over 

the weekend that killed 31 peo-

ple.

“Background checks and red 

flags will probably lead the dis-

cussion,” the Senate leader said, 

referring to legislation that 

McConnell gauges support for proposals

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Lukas Christofferson 

was still alive in the early 

morning hours of March 

31, 2018. He was alone and 

bleeding.

The car he was riding 

in had gone off Dorner 

Road west of Footville at 

high speed and hit a tree 

so hard that it burst both 

windshields.

The driver, Christoffer-

son’s friend Skylair A. Buck-

ham, had left the scene.

Family members and 

Assistant District Attor-

ney Katherine Buker spoke 

at Buckham’s sentencing 

Thursday in Rock County 

Court.

They suggested Buck-

ham might have saved his 

friend if Buckham had just 

called 911. He did not.
A passerby found Christ-

offerson, still alive, at about 
2:20 a.m. No one knows 
how long he had been there, 
injured, in the dark, Buker 
said.

The 19-year-old from 
Stoughton died at a hospi-
tal 13 days after the crash.

Buckham, now 22, of 
4807 E. Milton-Harmony 
Townline Road, said he 
did not remember what 
happened or how he left 
the scene. Phone records 
show around 4:40 a.m., he 
called his girlfriend several 
times, and he ended up at 
her home in Monroe, where 
deputies found him.

Buckham and Christof-
ferson had been drinking 
and taking drugs at a party 
in Brodhead before the 
crash, said defense attorney 

Fatal hit-and-run 
results in 10-year 
prison sentence

Austin Montgomery/Adams Publishing Group
Skylair Buckham is sentenced Thursday in Rock County Court 
to 10 years in prison for driving under the influence of drugs 
and alcohol leading to the death of his friend, Lukas Christ-
offerson of Stoughton, on a rural road last year.

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

EDGERTON

You can meet some of the best 

people under the worst circum-

stances.

Edgerton Fire Chief Randy Pick-

ering said that sums up what has 

happened since a July 5 fire that 

destroyed the house at 933 Meadow 

Circle in the town of Fulton.

On Thursday, four Edgerton resi-

dents were honored by the Edgerton 

Fire Department for their roles in 

helping save the lives of homeown-

ers: Mark and Stephanie Boeche, 

their two grandsons and daughter 

who were visiting, and their dogs.

Natalie Gould and Ashlyn Oren, 

both 19 of Edgerton, were honored 

with the Meritorious Community 

Service Award. Travis Lauer and 

Andrew Lyga, both of Edgerton, 

were honored with heroism awards.

As Gould and Oren drove home 

from a bonfire at a friend’s house 

shortly after midnight July 5, they 

happened upon a much larger,  

more dangerous fire.

Instead of driving past the 

engulfed home on Meadow Circle, 

Gould and Oren pulled over, called 

911 and laid on the car horn to wake 

up the family sleeping inside.

“It’s a big fire. It’s really big,” Oren 

said during the 911 call, which Pick-

ering played during the ceremony.

The horn caught the attention of 

Lauer and Lyga, who were sitting on 

a deck at a nearby house. The men, 

both off-duty law enforcement offi-

cers, ran to the burning house, went 

inside, and rescued the five people 

and two dogs.

Flames were tearing through the 

house when Lauer and Lyga went in 

without any protective gear, Picker-

ing said.

Gould and Oren said they did 

what they thought anyone else 

would do. They tell everyone they 

Another 10 years of supervision to follow

Turn to STATE on Page 7A Turn to SUPPORT on Page 7A

Turn to PRISON on Page 6A

A family, city say thanks

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Natalie Gould, left, and Ashlyn Oren hug Mark Boeche after a ceremony at the Edgerton Fire Department to honor the 
two teenagers for their actions in alerting the fire department of a fire at Boeche’s home.

Four Edgerton residents honored for their lifesaving efforts during house fire

Turn to THANKS on Page 6A

Data breached
Personal information for 

students and staff in the 

Milton School District 

was compromised when 

a third-party vendor was 

breached. Page 3A

A taste of football
The Packers beat the 

Houston Texans, 28-26, in 

their first exhibition game 

Thursday night in Green 

Bay. Page 1B

t Head coach Matt LaFleur
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