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•Ardelle L. Baur
•Kenneth Edward Dressler
•Dennis Stanley Hess
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•John Herbert Hoopes
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•Benjamin Franklin Steely Jr.

Killer tsunami strikes
At least 62 people were killed  

and more than 600 injured  

when a tsunami caused by a  

volcanic eruption hit the coast 

around Indonesia’s Sunda Strait. 
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UW-W searching
UW-Whitewater begins 

its search for a new  

chancellor with a goal 

of having someone for the 

top job by about June 1. 
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Milton boys snap skid
The Red Hawks ended a 35-game  

losing streak Saturday with a 75-65 

victory over visiting Janesville Parker. 
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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 38 | Low 21  

Mostly cloudy
More on 13A

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
At the General Motors 

assembly plant, Jeff Hanson 
horsed truck bodies onto vehicle 
frames—one every 56 seconds, 
hundreds in an eight-hour or 
10-hour shift.

It was one of Hanson’s many 
jobs as a floating line worker, 
filling in wherever and whenev-
er other co-workers were absent.

Co-workers called Hanson 
“Big Dog.” His arms were big 
and burly. They still are, even 
though Hanson’s factory days 
are long past. He took a buyout 
from GM in 2007, when a de-
cade-long boom in SUV produc-
tion began to sputter amid $4 
gasoline and the early stages of 
the Great Recession.

About a year later, Dec. 23, 
2008, GM ended production 
at the Janesville plant where 
Hanson and thousands of others 
once worked. It took almost 
seven years, but in October 
2015, GM announced from 
contract negotiations with the 
United Auto Workers that the 
plant would shutter and be sold 
off. The 4.8 million-square-foot 
husk is now being demolished 

A decade since
Janesville’s General Motors assembly plant ended  

most production 10 years ago today. Meet a few of those  
who worked there and retooled their lives in the aftermath.

Top: Jeff Hanson was a GM line 
worker who floated between lines 
at the plant for many years before 
taking a buyout in 2007. Hanson 
is now one of two pastors at 
Janesville Apostolic Ministries—a 
church Hanson said he started 
out of people’s houses eight years 
ago. Center: Milton resident and 
former GM worker Dan Roehl did 
two stints in Fort Wayne, Ind., once 
between 1986 and 1992 and again 
after the local plant went dark 
in 2008 until he retired in 2015. 
Bottom: Sue Ludwig was a process 
control manager at Janesville GM, 
one of the first women to hold a 
supervisory position at the plant. 
During the 2007-08 fallout in Janes-
ville, Ludwig chose to relocate to a 
job at the GM plant in Orion, Mich., 
for two years before retiring.

Photos by Anthony Wahl 
awahl@gazettextra.com

Turn to DECADE on Page 8A

The Gazette asked readers earlier this month to 

share stories of vintage Christmas decorations that 

are important to them.

A handful of people responded 

with sincere accounts reflecting the 

same sentiment:

The best holiday decorations are 

not the prettiest or the brightest, but 

the ones that hold the most meaning 

and memories.

Let’s start with Millie and Jerry 

Burdick of Janesville.

They were the new kids on the 

block when they moved to their South 

Lexington Drive home in 1986.

In October, they couldn’t help but 

notice that Marsh and his wife, Anna, 

who lived across the street, were 

putting up Christmas decorations.

“Anna would supervise and measure to make sure 

Marsh got everything just right,” Millie said. “There 

was a lot of grumbling on Marsh’s part.”

Vintage decorations 
bring meaning,  

joy to Christmas

ANNA  
MARIE LUX

BETWEEN  
THE LINES

By Josh Boak

AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON

Now in its 10th year, 

America’s economic ex-

pansion still looks sturdy. 

Yet the partial shutdown 

of the government that 

began Saturday has added 

another threat to a grow-

ing list of risks.

The stock market’s per-

sistent fall, growing chaos 

in the Trump administra-

tion, higher interest rates, 

a U.S.-China trade war and 

a global slowdown have 

combined to elevate the 

perils for the economy.

Gregory Daco, chief 

U.S. economist at Oxford 

Economics, said he thinks 
the underlying fundamen-
tals for growth remain 
strong and that the expan-
sion will continue. But he 
cautioned that the falling 
stock market reflects mul-
tiple hazards that can feed 
on themselves.

“What really matters is 
how people perceive these 
headwinds—and right 
now markets and inves-
tors perceive them as lead-
ing us into a recessionary 
environment,” Daco said.

Many economic ba-
rometers still look encour-
aging. Unemployment is 
near a half-century low. 
Inflation is tame. Pay 
growth has picked up. 
Consumers boosted their 
spending this holiday 
season. Indeed, the latest 
figures indicate that the 
economy has been funda-
mentally healthy during 

Turn to VINTAGE on Page 5A

Shutdown  
compounds risks 
for US economy

Many indicators 
are still positive, 
but worries grow
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