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Warhawks clinch 

WIAC title share
A doubleheader sweep 

of UW-Stevens Point 

helped the Whitewater 

men. Page 1B

Veterans’ documentary 

set to debut Sunday
An original film that tells the stories 

of 22 Rock County veterans will debut 

Sunday at the Eclipse Center in Beloit. 

Page 3A

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Tourism spending in 

Rock County rose in 2018 

for the eighth consecutive 

year, growing by 3% from 

2017, according to tourism 

data released Friday.

Visitors spent $251 

million in 2018, up from 

$244.7 million in 2017, and 

generated $30 million 

in state and local taxes. 

Janesville contributed 

$145 million to the coun-

ty’s tourism spending.

In Walworth County, 

visitor spending climbed 

by 4.6% to $569 million, 

ranking it the sixth-most 

prolific tourism economy 

in the state. Walworth 

County marked its larg-

est increase in tourism 

spending in a year since 

2011 to 2012, when it bal-

looned by $45.4 million.

Meanwhile,  Rock 

County ranked 12th 

among Wisconsin’s 72 

counties, down a peg from 

last year.

Christine Rebout, exec-

utive director of the Janes-

ville Area Convention & 

Visitors Bureau, said the 

bureau commissioned 

Janesville-specific tour-

ism data for the first time. 

She said Janesville’s visi-

tor spending was high-

est in the third quarter 

last year, which is infor-

mation the bureau previ-

ously hadn’t recorded.

In 2018, Janesville net-

ted a 2.7% increase in visi-

tor spending. Retail raked 

in $41 million, and food 

and beverage followed 

with more than $38 mil-

lion. Growth was stron-

gest in the retail and lodg-

ing sectors, according to 

data commissioned by the 

bureau from Tourism Eco-

nomics.

In previous years, 

Rebout has said Janesville 

and Rock County’s hotel 

occupancy was nearly 

maxed out and that visitor 

spending could “plateau” 

if new hotel rooms weren’t 

added locally. She said vis-

itors have been forced to 

stay in neighboring mar-

kets with available rooms.

Two hotels being built 

in Janesville—Cobble-

stone Hotel and Suites, 

20 W. Milwaukee St., and 

TownPlace Suites, 2706 

Pontiac Place—will add 

Tourism spending  
rises again in ’18

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
A new sign is visible on the side of the future Cobblestone Hotel as workers install tiles 
from scaffolding Friday in downtown Janesville.

ROCK & WALWORTH COUNTIES

Tourism Spending

SOURCE: Wisconsin Department of Tourism
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By Jill Colvin  

and Deb Riechmann

Associated Press

WASHINGTON
President Donald 

Trump and Russia’s Vlad-
imir Putin discussed what 
Trump again dismissed as 
the “Russian Hoax” in their 
first known phone call since 
the release of special coun-
sel Robert Mueller’s report 
on Russia’s extensive med-
dling during the 2016 
election campaign. Putin 
chuckled about Mueller’s 
conclusions, Trump said.

During their conversa-
tion Friday, which the White 
House and Kremlin said 
lasted more than an hour, 
they also discussed a pos-
sible three-party arms con-
trol pact with China, North 
Korea’s nuclear weapons 
program, Ukraine and the 
crisis in Venezuela, where 
Moscow is propping up the 
current government over 
the U.S.-backed opposition.

“We had a good conver-
sation about many things,” 
Trump told reporters in the 
Oval Office.

Trump said the two lead-
ers were considering a new 
nuclear agreement “where 
we make less and they make 
less. And maybe even where 
we get rid of some of the 
tremendous firepower that 
we have right now.” He said 
they had discussed the pos-
sibility of including China 
in the deal and that China 
would “very much would 
like to be a part of” it.

But more interesting, 
perhaps, was what was left 
unsaid.

Trump said that, at no 
point, did he warn Putin 
not to meddle in the next 
election. And while he and 
Putin did discuss Mueller’s 
findings , they appeared to 
gloss over Mueller’s descrip-
tion of the extensive efforts 
Russia took to interfere in 
the 2016 election, including 
the 25 Russians indicted for 

that effort.
“We discussed it,” Trump 

said of the report. “He actu-
ally sort of smiled when 
he said something to the 
effect that, ‘It started off as 
a mountain and it ended 
up being a mouse,’” Trump 
said of Putin. “But he knew 
that because he knew there 
was no collusion whatso-
ever. So pretty much that’s 
what it was.”

Trump has repeatedly 
declined to publicly rebuff 
Putin for the 2016 opera-
tion. 

And their latest conver-
sation suggests that Muel-
ler’s findings have done lit-
tle to persuade Trump of 
the gravity of the threat of 
foreign election interfer-
ence or derail his efforts to 
forge a closer relationship 
with Putin.

White House press sec-
retary Sarah Sanders later 
said Trump didn’t tell Putin 
not to meddle in the 2020 
election because he’s made 
that clear in the past. “He 
doesn’t need to do that 
every two seconds,” she 
said.

Mueller’s report con-
cluded that Russian inter-
ference in the 2016 pres-
idential election was 
“sweeping and systematic.” 
Ultimately, Mueller’s inves-
tigators did not find a crim-
inal conspiracy between 
Russia and the Trump 
campaign, but they found 
multiple contacts. Indeed, 
the report concluded that 
“the Russian government 
perceived it would benefit 
from a Trump presidency 
and worked to secure that 

Trump, Putin 
discussed 

‘Russian Hoax’ 
Leaders talk more than an hour in first 
known phone call since Mueller report

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
One of the qualities 

that separated Paul Ben-
son from a crowded and 
talented field of city coun-
cil hopefuls was his under-
standing of big-picture 
issues, Council President 
Rich Gruber said.

“He hit every one of the 
important issues from my 
perspective,” Gruber said. 
“He came well prepared, 
and I have every confidence 
he will continue to be pre-
pared.”

The council selected 
Benson as its newest mem-
ber Friday night to fill a 
vacancy. Jens Jorgensen 

r e s i g n e d 
last month 
to take a 
job in Fond 
du Lac.

Benson 
e m e r g e d 
as the top 
c h o i c e 
ahead of 
L o n n i e 

Brigham, Jo Ann Koltyk 
and Andy Udell. All were 
tabbed as finalists Wednes-
day night during a meeting 
that trimmed the field from 
10 candidates to four.

Benson is a Janesville 
native who moved away 
to attend law school at 
Arizona State. After liv-
ing in the Phoenix area 
for 10 years, he and his 
wife returned to Janesville 
because they saw positive 
changes in an up-and-com-
ing city, he said.

In his mind, some of 
Janesville’s biggest chal-
lenges extend beyond 
the city. These include 
state-imposed levy limits 
and disproportionate state 
shared revenue, dark-store 

Trump

Rock County 
numbers grow 

8th straight year
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