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Keep extended voting, 

liberal groups argue
Republicans want to limit absentee 

voting so that it closes Tuesday, 

while some Democratic groups 

support allowing April 13 deadline  

in light of the pandemic. Page 2A

Hair stylists  

offer suggestions 
With hair salons closed, 

some stylists offer tips 

on how to cope with 

overgrown hair.  

Page 3A

Edgerton native competes 

in Iditarod Trail event
Ryan Wanless, a 1996 Edgerton High 

graduate, completed a 350-mile race  

by foot in less than eight days while 

pulling a 40-pound sled.  
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By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Cooking is about sensations.
Nursing is about human interac-

tion.
It’s difficult to do either of those 

things remotely, but Blackhawk Tech-
nical College is managing to teach stu-
dents hands-on skills during a hands-
off time.

The college started preparing for 
the possibility of online-only classes 
in mid- to late February, said Jennifer 
Thompson, executive director of mar-
keting and communications.

BTC’s My Ed Choice program 
already allows students to take some 
classes online or through remote 

learning. When the college’s emer-
gency preparedness committee saw 
how COVID-19 was spreading around 
the globe, it began to plan for a shut-
down, she said.

“We didn’t think it would happen so 
soon or so fast,” said Thompson, who 
also serves on the committee.

The school’s information technol-
ogy staff and its Center for Innovation, 

Teaching and Learning did a lot of fac-

ulty development in online learning.

While some classes such as weld-

ing have been suspended, students in 

such programs have been encouraged 

to pursue their other program prereq-

uisites online. 

Teaching other hands-on classes 

hasn’t been perfect or easy, but they’ve 

made it work—particularly in the culi-

nary and nursing programs.

Chef Joe Wollinger’s remote kitchen 

includes a camera over the stove, one 

near the prep area and two pointing at 

him while he lectures. For a while, he 

was also wearing a GoPro camera.

His students are in “contempo-

rary cuisine,” a course that includes 

Hands-on learning makes transition at Blackhawk Technical College

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Mark Olson, a culinary arts instructor at Blackhawk Technical College, teaches students how to make two different meals during 
a live online cooking demonstration Friday at the Janesville campus. Olson’s students are doing their hands-on learning remotely 
because the college is closed for the pandemic.

By Laura King

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON
As the U.S. coronavirus death toll neared 

10,000 on Sunday, Surgeon General Jerome 
Adams said the coming week would be “the 
hardest and saddest of most Americans’ lives,” 
likening the projected loss of life to “our Pearl 
Harbor moment, our 9/11 moment.”

Joining in that somber assessment was 
Anthony Fauci, the government’s top infec-
tious-disease expert, who predicted that the 
dimensions of the outbreak would be “shock-
ing to some” over the next eight or nine days.

“Things are going to get bad, and we need to 
be prepared for that,” Fauci, perhaps the best-
known member of the White House coronavi-
rus task force, said on CBS’ “Face the Nation.”

He called on the country to “just buckle 
down, continue to mitigate, continue to do the 
physical separation, because we’ve got to get 
through this week that’s coming up.”

Nonetheless, officials offered hope that in 
some areas hit hard and early, the coronavi-
rus wave may be cresting. New York City is the 
national epicenter of the outbreak, its medi-
cal system staggering under a critical caseload, 
but Gov. Andrew Cuomo said Sunday that the 
state’s daily death toll had dropped slightly.

Even so, Cuomo, who has been praised for 
steady leadership amid the crisis, said at a brief-
ing in his state’s capital, Albany, that it was 
too soon to know if the slight easing marked a 
downward trend or was merely a “blip.”

And hot spots for COVID-19, the disease 
caused by the novel coronavirus, were flaring 
up elsewhere in the country—in New Jersey, 
across the river from Manhattan, and in Loui-
siana, whose governor warned that ventilator 
capacity would soon be exhausted.

“Rough two weeks are coming up!” Presi-
dent Donald Trump wrote on Twitter. Earlier, 
he retweeted denunciations of media coverage 
of the pandemic and praised Britain’s Queen 
Elizabeth II, who, in a rare address Sunday 
night, urged compatriots to be “united and 
resolute” in the face of the mounting calamity.

Deaths were still climbing in the United 
Kingdom, but Italy—the European epicenter—
said its daily toll was at a two-week low, with 
officials crediting strict lockdowns for seem-
ingly slowing the progress of new infections.

U.S. officials pleaded for public cooperation 
in hopes of replicating that pattern.

Adams, appearing on “Fox News Sunday,” 
urged Americans to follow physical distancing 
guidelines and to wear face coverings in pub-
lic when it would be difficult to remain six feet 
apart. The Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention last week called on Americans to wear 
masks in crowded public places. Trump said 

‘Hardest,  
saddest’  
days lie  
ahead

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

Voters who go to the polls Tuesday 

might wonder if they’ve been trans-

ported into some after-the-apocalypse 

science fiction movie.

Janesville City Clerk Dave Godek said 

poll workers will wear gloves and face 

shields as voters stand in line, 6 feet 

apart, using taped markings on the floor 

as their guide.

Godek is asking voters to wear masks 

or even bandanas over their faces “to 

lower your spray radius as you sneeze.”

Some poll work-

ers might be in mili-

tary uniform, after Gov. 

Tony Evers ordered the 

National Guard to fill in 

for the many poll work-

ers who are not work-

ing the election because 

of health concerns.

Poll workers also will 

use procedures developed by the state 

Elections Commission, which include 

voters placing their ID cards on a table 

and applying hand sanitizer as they state 

their names and addresses while the poll 

worker stands far behind the table.

Then the poll worker will ask the 

voter to step back to a mark on the floor. 

Only then will the poll worker approach 

the table, find the right page in the poll 

book, highlight it and 

tell the voter to sign the 

book, according to the 

state guidance.

The poll worker steps 

back again as the voter 

approaches the table 

and signs. But the voter 

still is not done. He must 

step back again as a poll 

worker checks the information and 

places a voter number on a slip of paper.

The voter approaches again and picks 

up his ID and the slip before going to 

vote.

A poll worker then wipes sanitizer on 

the pen and the table where the ID was 

placed.

Tuesday vote among weirdest ever
Clerk asks voters to wear 
masks to polling places

GodekTollefson

Teaching goes virtual

It’s not an ideal situation. It’s one-dimen-

sional. You don’t get an organic feel for the 

food, for the nature of the creations.

Chef Joe Wollinger

“ ”

Officials offer somber 
assessments of coming week
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