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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A & 7A
•Robert A. Broege
•Matilda Ann Brown-Ballard
•Nancy “NJ” Boyd
•Paul Patrick Dale
•Clarence D. Elmer

•James Lee Frehner
•Theodore Fredrick “Ted” 
Kamlager III
•Darwin R. Merritt
•David Spencer Phillips

•Timothy G. “Timmy” 
Roenneburg
•Lee A. Shultz
•Philip L. Tripke
•Lana Van Galder

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 31 | Low 22  
Some sun, then 
turning cloudy

More on 7A

Slow going
Sanders, Buttigieg appear 

to benefit most as earliest 

results start to surface from 

Monday’s Democratic  

caucus in Iowa. Page 6B

Cougars pin to win
Craig wrestlers collect nine 

pins to down Whitewater, 

59-24, on Senior Night, 

capping an undefeated  

dual-meet season. Page 1B
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MILTON
Gov. Tony Evers signed 

two bills into law at Milton 
High School on Tuesday, 
but the measure funding 
suicide prevention pro-
grams was the one that 
sparked the most ques-
tions from students.

Assembly Bill 528 
directs the state Depart-
ment of Public Instruc-
tion to establish a grant 
program supporting peer-
to-peer suicide preven-
tion programs in Wiscon-
sin schools.

Senate Bill 230 allows 
more flexible licensing for 
teachers to help get more 
of them into the work-
force.

Mental health was on 
the minds of many stu-
dents, who asked multi-
ple questions about men-
tal health services and the 
bill.

The governor told stu-
dents the bill provides 
“another tool in the tool-
box” to break the stigma 
surrounding mental 
health issues.

Evers and Sen. Janis 
Ringhand, D-Evansville, 
said suicide has touched 
both of their families. 
Ringhand said she believes 
the bill will have a major 
impact.

“It has special mean-
ing to me because I lost a 
nephew to suicide back in 
1988,” Ringhand said.

“And at that time, there 
really weren’t many self-
help groups, so this is 
really a step in the right 

direction to get kids to talk 
about their feelings, to get 
the support of their peers 
and get a better under-
standing of what the issues 
are and what they’re going 
through,” she said.

Evers said he also lost a 
nephew to suicide.

More help for students 
battling mental health cri-
ses is coming, Evers said.

He predicted that the 
state will have a crisis cen-
ter to help those with men-
tal health issues despite a 
2019 veto of a proposed 
$15 million crisis center 
in northern Wisconsin. 
An attempted override 
fell two votes short in the 
Assembly.

Evers likened the pro-
cess of approving the facil-
ity to making sausage, in 
that it goes through a lot of 
steps and gets input from a 
lot of people along the way.

“Do I think there 
should be a crisis center 
in northern Wisconsin? 
Absolutely,” Evers said. “…
There will be one at some 
point in time, but we have 
to follow a good process 
so that there’s good dis-
cussions, so that we have 
the sausage made the right 
way.”

Evers said mental 
health awareness is grow-
ing, but its sudden prom-
inence is partly because 
such issues have been 

An address divided
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Gov. Tony Evers speaks to reporters after signing two bills 
into law Tuesday at Milton High School.

Local students pick 
governor’s brain 

about mental health
 Æ Evers signs two bills 

Tuesday at Milton High

By Jonathan Lemire

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

Standing before a Con-

gress and nation sharply 

divided by impeachment, 

President Donald Trump 

used his State of the Union 

address Tuesday to extol 

a “Great American Come-

back” on his watch, just 

three years after he took 

office decrying a land of 

“American carnage” under 

his predecessor.

The partisan discord was 

apparent for all to see as the 

first president to campaign 

for re-election while facing 

impeachment vigorously 

made his case for another 

term: Republican legisla-

tors chanted “Four More 

Years.” House Speaker 

Nancy Pelosi ripped up her 

copy of Trump’s speech as 

he ended his address.

“America’s enemies are 

on the run, America’s for-

tunes are on the rise and 

America’s future is blazing 

bright,” Trump declared. 

“In just three short years, 

we have shattered the men-

tality of American decline 

and we have rejected the 

Partisan discord apparent during Trump’s State of the Union speech

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A new schedule will 

make it easier for Janesville 

high school students to take 

college courses and pursue 

internships, the principals 

at Craig and Parker high 

schools say.

On Tuesday, Craig Princi-

pal Alison Bjoin and Parker 

Principal Chris Laue pro-

posed a schedule change 

to the Janesville School 

Board’s Personnel, Policy 

and Curriculum Committee 

that replaces the current 

“modified block” sched-

ule with a more traditional 

eight-period day for the 

2020-21 school year.

For six years, Craig and 

Parker students have fol-

lowed a schedule with A, 

B, and C days.

An A day has eight peri-

ods of 47 minutes each, 

while B and C days have 

four periods of 86 minutes 

each. The longer classes 

were supposed to benefit 

students taking art, music 

and science classes because 

students had extra time to 

work on labs, create art and 

rehearse their music.

In a memo to the com-

mittee, Brian Babbitts, 

assistant director of sec-

ondary education, wrote 

that officials had hoped the 

modified block schedule 

would permit “more engag-

ing activities” on days with 

longer class periods.

“However, there were 

unintended consequences 

to this change,” Babbitts 

wrote. “First, the schedule 

made it difficult to near 

impossible for student 

to take courses at Black-

hawk Technical College or 

a COOP and not miss their 

high school courses.”

A COOP is a class that 

allows students to learn 

while working in the com-

munity.

If the new schedule is 

approved by the school 

board, students will have 

an eight-period day with 

47-minute classes and five 

minutes of passing time on 

Monday, Tuesday, Thurs-

day and Friday.

Wednesdays would be 

an eight-period day with 

44-minute classes, five 

minutes of passing time 

and a 20-minute home-

room meeting with teach-

ers checking in with their 

assigned students. The 

homeroom meetings would 

be called “PRIDE” or “aca-

demic and career plan-

ning.”

The switch to a con-

sistent eight-period day 

would give teachers in each 

course another 175 min-

utes of instructional time—

or about three class peri-

ods, according to district 
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• Story stop: Evers defends 

administration’s move to block pub-
lishing of details from child abuse 
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Associated Press
President Donald Trump delivers his State of the Union 
address Tuesday to a joint session of Congress in the House 
Chamber on Capitol Hill in Washington as Vice President Mike 
Pence and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi look on.

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Janesville Craig High School students Bella Ruosch, left, and Morgan Blaser work on an assignment during a freshman biol-
ogy class Tuesday at Craig. Tuesday is a ‘B day,’ meaning students have four class periods of 86 minutes each.

Principals offer 
replacement plan 

for ‘modified block’

High schools ponder schedule change

Turn to SCHOOLS on Page 7A

Turn to SOTU on Page 7A

http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6B&uuid=a89c9e7f-d108-57c1-bf57-cf8d88221fe2
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1B&uuid=a89c9e7f-d108-57c1-bf57-cf8d88221fe2
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=a89c9e7f-d108-57c1-bf57-cf8d88221fe2
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2A&uuid=a89c9e7f-d108-57c1-bf57-cf8d88221fe2
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2A&uuid=a89c9e7f-d108-57c1-bf57-cf8d88221fe2
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=a89c9e7f-d108-57c1-bf57-cf8d88221fe2
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=a89c9e7f-d108-57c1-bf57-cf8d88221fe2

