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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 65 | Low 53  
Breezy with some 

sun returning
More on 5A

‘I think it’s good’
Trump says he is taking  

hydroxychloroquine to 

stave off dangers of new 

coronavirus. Page 5B
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Pandemic pay
Unions call for Seneca 

Foods to reinstate wage 

premiums for workers  

at some plants. Page 3A

Dreams dashed
Coronavirus ends 

promising season for 

Whitewater softball 

team’s seniors. Page 1B

Common sense & consistency
By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

Janesville City Manager Mark 

Freitag believes everyone will have 

to use “common sense” once busi-

nesses and other facilities begin to 

reopen in Rock County.

That common sense could be 

guided by a set of recommenda-

tions for businesses and residents 

crafted last week by city staff, Fre-

itag said.

Freitag sent a 

29-page draft of 

recommendations 

broken down by 

business sector 

to Rock County 

A d m i n i s t r a t o r 

Josh Smith on Fri-

day.

COVID-19 is 

still present in Rock County and 

city officials think there should be 

consistent practices implemented 

countywide once 

s a f e r - a t - h o m e 

restrictions ease, 

Freitag said.

There have been 

432 confirmed 

cases of COVID-

19 in Rock County 

and 14 people have 

died. As of Monday 

morning, 18 people were hospital-

ized with the disease across Rock 

Workers move the muck at Monterey lagoon

Health care sector reels from COVID-19 damage
By Tom Murphy

Associated Press

The global coronavirus pan-

demic has created a huge need for 

health care in the U.S., but it also 

is delivering a devastating finan-

cial blow to that sector.

COVID-19 worries have kept 

patients away from doctors’ 

offices and forced the postpone-

ment and cancellation of non-ur-

gent surgeries. The pandemic also 

has shut down large portions of 

the American economy, leaving 

many would-be patients without 

insurance or in a financial pinch 

that makes them curb spending.

All of this has forced hospitals, 

health systems and doctors to 
lay off staff, cut costs and hope a 
return to normal arrives soon.

“You couldn’t ask for a worse 
situation, really,” said Joe Antos, 
an economist with the American 
Enterprise Institute.

Health care provided the big-
gest drag on the U.S. economy in 
the first quarter. Spending on care 
fell at an annual rate of 18%, the 
largest drop for that sector among 
records going back to 1959.

Economists point to hospital 
systems, a key driver of the sec-
tor’s performance, as a big reason 
behind the drag from COVID-19, 
which initially hit some parts of 

Associated Press
Dermatologist Dr. Seemal Desai poses for a photo in an 
examination room in his office in Plano, Texas. Desai uses 
the privacy of an examination room and a tablet computer 
to virtually visit with some of his patients.

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
A worker uses an excavator to scoop mud Monday at the lagoon near Monterey Park in Janesville. Conditions should be good this week 
for continuing work as dry conditions are expected. Temperatures start out today in the mid-60s and reach the high 70s by week’s 
end. For more weather information, visit Page 5A. 

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Next year’s school cellphone policies 

would be more consistent—and more con-
sistently enforced—in the Janesville School 
District if the school board approves a rec-
ommended policy.

At a meeting Monday, the Janesville School 
Board Policy, Personnel and Curriculum 
Committee recommended new language for 
the rules governing cellphones in the middle 

and high schools.
The policies wouldn’t 

change significantly, but 
they would be uniform 
among buildings, and 
the consequences for vio-
lating the rules would be 
more specific.

Last fall, the school 
board requested the pol-
icies be reviewed and 
updated for districtwide 
consistency, Assistant 
Superintendent Scott 
Garner said.

Middle and high 
school administrators 
met three times in the 

winter of 2019-20 to come up with the recom-
mended policy, Garner told the committee.

At the middle school level, all cellphones 
would go into Yondr pouches during the first 
period of the school day. A Yondr pouch is a 
soft case that locks when it closes. The pouches 
can be opened at special stations before the 
lunch hour and at the end of the day.

Consequences for violating the rules 
would range from phones being confiscated 
and parents contacted to students losing the 
privilege of bringing their phones to school.

At the high school level, use of cellphones 
would not be allowed during class except with 
permission from teachers. This would include 

Turn to HEALTH on Page 5A

PUBLIC TESTING SITES
What: Public drive-thru testing for COVID-19.
When: 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Friday, May 15, through Friday, May 22.
Where: Telfer Park, 2101 Cranston Road, Beloit, and the upper lot 

of Krueger Park on the corner of Moore and House streets, Beloit.
Cost: Free.
Details: Individuals showing symptoms or who have been in 

contact with a confirmed case of COVID-19 will be prioritized for 
testing.

Those tested will be asked to provide basic contact information 
and should bring their own tissues and pens. Health officials will 
notify individuals with results. Individuals who test positive should 
isolate at home to avoid spreading the disease.

Interpreters will be on site to assist Spanish speakers.

Janesville officials craft recommendations for business upon reopening

SmithFreitag

Setting 
cellphones 

to silent
Committee endorses setting 

standard policy for city schools

The policies 

wouldn’t change 

significantly, but 

they would be 

uniform among 

buildings, and the 

consequences  

for violating the 

rules would be 

more specific.

Turn to PHONES on Page 5A

Turn to REOPEN on Page 5A
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