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Mocha Moment earns business honor
It was chosen small business of the year for 2019. Page 2A

Officials see spike in flu in the new year
Local hospitals expect numbers to continue to rise. Page 3A

UW shocks Penn State
Wisconsin recovered from a loss 

to Illinois earlier this week 

by scoring a 58-49 victory 

over host and 20th ranked 

Penn State on Saturday.  

Page 1B
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BELOIT

Amazon soon will be looking for 500 

workers for the distribution center it’s 

building in Beloit, but the international 

marketer is not the only company with 

help-wanted signs out in Rock County.

Unemployment rates here have been 

low for the past year, hovering above and 

below 3 percent. Will employers find the 

workers they need in this labor market?

Amazon is optimistic and has done its 

homework, said company spokeswoman 

Jen Crowcroft.

“We look at the workforce and found 

talent in abundance in Wisconsin,” Crow-

croft said via email. “We’re also respond-

ing to customer demand and want to 

make sure our fulfillment centers are 

close to customers.”

Amazon will offer a $15 minimum 

wage, comprehensive health care from 

date of hire and a 401(k) retirement plan 

with 50 percent match.

Forward Janesville 

President John Beckord, 

a longtime observer of 

the local economy, said 

employers can attract all 

the workers they need, 

if their wages are high 

enough.

Amazon is offering less 

than the going rate for warehouse-distri-

bution work, Beckord said.

BELOIT

All the students were 

white when George Wil-

liams walked 

into his first 

classroom at 

Beloit College 

more than two 

decades ago.

Williams 

immediately 

broke the ice.

“Yes, I am 

black,” he said.

He could 

feel the ten-

sion lift in the 

room.

For many students, Wil-

liams was the first black 

instructor they ever had.

Since 1999 when Wil-
liams moved to Beloit, he has 
achieved an impressive list 
of firsts, including becoming 
the first full-tenured African 
American professor at the 
college.

Along the way, he has 
demonstrated a steady com-
mitment to social justice on 
campus and in the Beloit 
community.

The YWCA Rock County 
was set to present the 2020 
Racial Justice Award to Wil-
liams on Saturday during a 
Martin Luther King Jr. com-
memoration at Blackhawk 
Technical College, but the 
event was canceled because 

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
A man walks through Lower Courthouse Park in downtown Janesville as snow begins to fall Saturday evening. Forecasters had expected 
between 4 and 10 inches of snow, but it was a Friday night ice storm and winds that wreaked the most havoc locally. Alliant Energy reported 
2,000 Rock County customers without power. As of mid-evening Saturday, Alliant reported power restored to those affected, including 
a few hundred customers in Janesville. Full forecast on Page 9A.

Just in time for January, it’s a winter wonderland

By David A. Lieb

Associated Press

JEFFERSON CITY, MO.
The reins of political power in the U.S. 

for the next decade could be determined 
in this year’s elections—not necessarily by 
who wins the presidency, but by thousands 
of lower-profile contests for state legisla-
tive seats across the country.

In many states, the winners of those leg-
islative races will have a role in drawing 
new districts for Congress or state legisla-
tures based on the 2020 census. If a polit-
ical party can win control of those state 
legislative chambers now, it can draw vot-
ing districts to boost its chances in future 
elections.

“The 2020 election 
is the premier election 
when it comes to redis-
tricting, because it is 
the election that will 
set the players in place 
who will do redistrict-
ing come 2021,” said 
Wendy Underhill, 
director of elections 
and redistricting for 
the National Confer-
ence of State Legisla-
tures.

Voters will be elect-
ing more than 5,000 
state lawmakers in 35 
states who will play 
a significant role in 
crafting or passing 
new maps for Con-
gress or state House 
and Senate districts. 
Voters also will be 
electing governors in 
eight states who could 

enact or veto those maps.
The Constitution requires a census 

once every 10 years. That population count 
then is used to redraw districts for the U.S. 
House of Representatives and state legisla-
tive chambers. States that grow rapidly can 
gain congressional seats while those that 
fail to keep pace can lose seats. Migration 
among cities, suburbs and rural areas also 
can lead to changes in district lines to try 
to equalize the number of residents in each 
voting jurisdiction.

Seven states have only one congressio-
nal district because of their small popu-
lations. Of the remaining 43 states, eight 
use redistricting commissions for Congress 
that leave little or no role for the state legis-
lature. Eleven of the 50 states rely on inde-
pendent commissions for redistricting 
their state House and Senate seats. The 
rest involve lawmakers in the process, and 
most also give governors a say.

Republicans generally outmaneuvered 
Democrats during the last round of redis-
tricting by converting big wins in the 2010 
state elections into favorable maps for the 
future. Democrats successfully challenged 
some of those maps in court, forcing them 
to be redrawn, but others have remained 
in place for the full decade.

This time, Democrats are pouring more 
money into the redistricting fight. The Dem-
ocratic Legislative Campaign Committee 

Racial justice: Beloit professor has long list of firsts

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
George Williams, the first full-tenured African American professor 
at Beloit College, is the winner of the YWCA Rock County’s 2020 
Racial Justice Award.
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Entering a ‘tight labor market’

Redistricting power at stake 
in 2020 legislative elections

Will Rock County have enough workers for Amazon?

Redrawing 
America

Voters will be 

electing more 

than 5,000 state 

lawmakers in  

35 states who will 

play a significant 

role in crafting or 

passing new maps 

for Congress or 

state House and 

Senate districts. 

Voters also will be 

electing governors 

in eight states who 

could enact or veto 

those maps.
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