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JANESVILLE

A Green County man who 

killed a man in his south-side 

Janesville driveway last year 

could be 70 years old before he 

is released from prison.

Lucas E. Stuhr, 40, nearly 

emptied the magazine of his 9 

mm handgun as he shot Clif-

ford A. “Tony” Grice on Jan. 

23, 2019, said 

Assistant Dis-

trict Attorney 

Mason Braun-

schweig during 

Stuhr’s sen-

tencing Friday 

in Rock County 

Court.

Judge Bar-

bara McCrory sentenced Stuhr, 

of Browntown, to 30 years in 

prison, followed by 15 years 

of extended supervision, on a 

charge of second-degree inten-

tional homicide. The maximum 

was 40 years plus 20 years of 

supervision.

S t u h r 

pleaded guilty 

to the charge 

after it was 

reduced from 

f i r s t - d e g r e e 

i n t e n t i o n a l 

h o m i c i d e , 

which would 

have meant a life sentence.

Grice was described as a lov-

ing father who was a recover-

ing alcoholic who had been 

sober for a number of years. 

His daughters wrote that Grice 

tried to see the good in people, a 

trait they said they tried to emu-
late, McCrory said.

Some of Grice’s relatives, 
either in tears or angrily, called 
for the maximum sentence.

They spoke during the hear-
ing, which was streamed on 
YouTube. Their faces were not 
shown. Grieving loved ones 
have been identified in the 
past, but they no longer will 
be because of the state Con-
stitution change, which voters 
approved in the April referen-
dum known as Marsy’s Law.

“They are entitled to their 

Man gets 30 years in prison for Janesville murder

StuhrGrice

By Laura King

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON
President Donald Trump, con-

fronted with a damaging report 
that Russia offered bounties to Tal-
iban-linked militants to kill Ameri-
can and allied troops in Afghanistan, 
declared Sunday on Twitter that he 
was never briefed about the finding 
by U.S. intelligence.

Democrats including Trump’s pro-
spective presidential rival, Joe Biden, 
and House Speaker Nancy Pelosi 
sharply criticized Trump’s seeming 
indifference to the explosive report 
in Friday’s New York Times. Nei-
ther Trump nor other administra-
tion officials have specifically denied 
the report, which has since been con-
firmed by several other outlets.

The core of the story is that U.S. spy 
agencies concluded several months 
ago that a Russian military intelli-
gence unit had offered secret bounties 
for attacks on coalition troops. The 
matter was discussed in late March 
by the National Security Council, and 
European allies were also made aware 
of the findings, the story said.

The report hit the White House at 
an already troubled juncture. Multi-
ple national polls show Biden outpac-
ing Trump, and the president and his 
team have struggled to craft a coher-
ent message amid a drumbeat of 
bad news: a surge in U.S. coronavi-
rus cases that now exceed 2.5 million, 
the resulting economic carnage and 
the fallout from massive racial-justice 
protests that followed the police kill-
ing of George Floyd in Minneapolis.

So far, the White House response 
to the story has not been to lay out 
any response to Russia but simply to 
insist that Trump had not been per-
sonally briefed.

The office of Trump’s handpicked 
director of national intelligence, John 
Ratcliffe—who has been in his post 
for only a month and was a contro-
versial choice because of his lack of 
relevant experience—released a state-
ment late Saturday saying that nei-
ther Trump nor Vice President Mike 
Pence was “ever briefed on any intel-
ligence” described in the story.

But intelligence experts sug-
gested that the White House defense 
appeared to be largely a semantic 
one, perhaps resting on the material 
being included in the written daily 
intelligence brief that the president 
is known to avoid reading, rather than 
presented to him orally.

Victim ambushed  
in his own driveway

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Authorities came up empty 

again Sunday in the fourth day 

searchers scoured the Rock 

River for missing 9-year-old 

Janesville girl Madison Billups.

The search so far has been 

fruitless for dozens of searchers 

who have canvassed waters for 

more than 60 hours off and on 

since Thursday night, when Bil-

lups was believed to have been 

swept into a strong current in 

the river just west of Monterey 

Bridge in Janesville.

Capt. Mark Thompson of 

the Rock County Sheriff ’s 

Office said multiple local fire 

departments and other police 

and public safety officials Sun-

day continued a sonar search 

from boats in a 9-mile stretch 

of river between Janesville and 

the town of Beloit.

Over the weekend, boat 

crews with divers and cadav-

er-sniffing dogs at first focused 

a search in the waters near 

Angler’s Park west of the Mon-

terey Bridge, where Madison 

was last seen Thursday.

The search Saturday and 

Sunday expanded to deeper 

waters farther south. Thomp-

son said the sheriff ’s office, 

which has been at the helm of 

the multiday operation, plans 

to resume searching Monday.

“We’re going to have one of 

our boats and a fire boat out 

here. Probably the next day 

beyond that, too. We will still 

have boat activity in the area. 

Sonar, visual searches. But we 

are having no luck at this point,” 

Thompson said.

At Anglers Park, dozens of 

Madison’s family members 

have held a vigil since Thurs-

day night.

It appeared the family was 

beginning to come to grips with 

a search authorities said since 

Friday afternoon has been con-

sidered a recovery effort rather 

than a water rescue.

On Sunday, family had set up 

a memorial on a sapling tree. 

One message written on a few 

heart-shaped signs that hung 

among balloons and stuffed 

animals tied to the tree read: 

“I love you Maddie Patty. I will 

never forget your soft voice and 

vibrant smile.”

Another message read: “Rest 
with the Angels. Never be for-
gotten.”

Family and police said Mad-
ison was thought to be holding 
onto her 13-year-old brother as 
the two waded out into the river 
and onto a sandbar near one of 
the train trestle bridges west of 
the Monterey Bridge.

Janesville police initially 
responded to reports that two 
bystanders fishing nearby saw 
Madison and her brother slip 
off the sandbar and onto large 
rocks in a drop-off where a 
strong current and undertow 
sweeps out of the river’s main 
channel.

One of the bystanders, an 
unidentified woman, appar-
ently tried to pull both children 
from the current, but Madison 
slipped loose and went under 

Search for girl continues
Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com

Officials search for 9-year-old Madison Billups in the Rock River below the Monterey Bridge in Janesville on Saturday.

Madison Billups, 9, 
pulled into river 
Thursday night
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Worth the wait
Joe Weber of Onalaska 

won the Ray Fischer 

Amateur Championship 
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Work on hold
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found. Page 3A
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