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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Yvonne L. Ausen
•Marian H. Fitzsimons
•Kathryn “Leslie” Gaffney
•Refugio Godina Sr.
•John DeWitt Holcomb
•Joan J. Julseth

•Kathleen “Ann” Martin
•Jacqulyn Louise Morgan
•Robert “Bob” Nordstrom
•Glendel “Glen” D. Parkhurst
•Fred J. Rhodes
•Raymond C. Schweitzer

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 81 | Low 63  
Fog in the a.m.; 
clouds and sun

More on 7A

Autoworkers strike
Contract dispute with  

General Motors results  

in more than 49,000 UAW 

members hitting picket 

lines. Page 6B
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Crew gains ground
Milwaukee downs San Diego,  

5-1, to earn 10th win in  

11 games and gain ground 

on Washington in NL  

wild card race. Page 1B

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A dozen years after the iPhone was 

introduced, more local schools are begin-

ning to crack down on cellphones in the 

classroom.

Craig High School Principal Alison 

Bjoin said the issue has 

resurfaced because of 

teacher concerns.

“Over the last several 

years, it has become the 

thing that we as admin-

istrators most frequently 

heard teachers say, ‘This 

is a problem,’” she said.

Craig’s policy hasn’t 

changed, but the Janesville School District 

plans to enforce the rules more strictly, 

Bjoin said. Students are required to leave 

the devices in their lockers or place them 

in a pouch when they walk into the class-

room.

If a student is caught with a cellphone 

during class, it will be taken away until 

the end of the day. A second offense will 

require parents to retrieve the device from 

the school office.

Bjoin said the “bell to bell” rule was 

created shortly after she joined the dis-

trict in 2005. She hopes better enforce-

ment improves compliance.

“The rule hasn’t really changed, but 

our need to enforce it has (changed) due 

to teacher feedback. Teachers are very 

happy that we’re providing clarity about 

the expectations and providing manage-

able tools to enforce the rules.”

Parker High School Principal Chris 

Laue has worked in education for nearly 

30 years. Technology has 

advanced significantly 

since he began his career.

“It definitely has 

changed,” he said. “In the 

last 10 to 15 years, cell-

phones really started to 

make a presence as the 

technology has shifted 

with what everybody 

does.”

Parker students can use cellphones in 

class but only with approval from teach-
ers. As examples, Laue mentioned listen-
ing to music during work time and using 
a phone’s calculator during math class.

Laue said the school works to show 
students that cellphones can be valuable 
tools when used appropriately.

“It would be very short-sighted to 
think that you can ban them, and there 
are some very good educational uses for 
cellphones,” he said.

“I think our responsibility as a school 
is teaching them when it is the right time 
and when it is not the right time.”

Students who use their cellphones 
inappropriately can have the devices con-
fiscated for the day or for extended peri-
ods of time, Laue said.

He hopes to teach students a balanced 
approach to cellphone use that they can 
take to college and into the workforce.

“We’re trying to be very strategic in 
what we do,” he said. “We acknowledge the 
technology isn’t going away and there are 
educational uses for it, but we want to edu-
cate them. They need to be in educational, 
professional and social settings and know 
the appropriate way to use the tool.”

At Edgerton High School, a new policy 
this fall has district administrators hope-
ful. The policy is similar to Craig’s: Stu-
dents can either leave phones in their lock-
ers or place them in classroom pouches.

By Robert Burns

AP National Security Writer

WASHINGTON
President Donald Trump declared 

Monday it “looks” like Iran was behind the 
explosive attack on Saudi Arabian oil facil-
ities. But he stressed that military retalia-
tion was not yet on the table in response to 
the strike against a key U.S. Mideast ally.

Oil prices soared worldwide amid the 
damage in Saudi Arabia and fresh Mid-
dle East war concerns. But Trump put 
the brakes on any talk of quick military 
action—earlier he had said the U.S. was 
“locked and loaded”—and he said the oil 
impact would not be significant on the 
U.S., which is a net energy exporter.

The Saudi government called the 
attack an “unprecedented act of aggres-
sion and sabotage” but stopped short of 
directly pinning blame on Iran.

Iran denied involvement.
Trump, who has repeatedly stressed 

avoiding new Middle East wars, seemed 
intent on preserving room to maneuver 
in a crisis that Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo had immediately called Iran’s 
fault. Pompeo said Saturday, “Iran has 
now launched an unprecedented attack 
on the world’s energy supply.”

Trump, too, had talked more harshly at 
first. But by Monday afternoon he seemed 
intent on consultations with allies.

“That was an attack on Saudi Arabia,” 
he said.

“It wasn’t an attack on us, but we would 
certainly help them,” he said, noting a 
decades long alliance linked to U.S. oil 
dependence that has lessened in recent 
years. The U.S. has no treaty obligation 
to defend Saudi Arabia.

Trump said he was sending Pompeo 
to Saudi Arabia “to discuss what they 
feel” about the attack and an appropriate 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Seneca Foods is one step 

closer to offering housing for 
seasonal migrant workers at its 
property on Janesville’s south 
side.

The Janesville Plan Com-
mission on Monday unani-
mously approved a condition-
al-use permit for the food pro-
cessing company’s proposed 
housing project and unani-
mously forwarded a favorable 

recommendation to the city 
council, which must give final 
approval.

Seneca also needs approval 
from the state Department 
of Workforce Development, 
which regulates migrant labor 
across the state, said Duane 
Cherek, city planning director. 

The company hopes to 
build five residential build-
ings to house about 150 work-
ers during its busiest sea-
son from June to November, 
Cherek said.

Seneca would be restricted 

to housing that is occupied 
10 or fewer months per year, 
Cherek said.

A sixth building will be con-
structed to house a cafeteria 
and amenities such as recre-
ation space and laundry facili-
ties, he said.

The company has hired sea-
sonal migrant workers, pri-
marily from Texas and Mexico, 
for years and typically houses 
them at local motels, accord-
ing to previous reporting from 
The Gazette.

However, using motels for 

housing is not financially sus-
tainable and does not offer the 
amenities Seneca wants, com-
pany officials have said.

Seneca hires 250 to 300 sea-
sonal employees every year 
and is increasingly dependent 
on migrant workers, Cherek 
said.

The commission recom-
mended that the city council 
amend an ordinance to allow 
migrant housing as a condi-
tional use on land zoned M2, 

Answering 
the call
Answering 
the call

A student at 
Janesville’s 
Craig High 
School uses 
a cellphone 
between 
classes Mon-
day. Craig 
students are 
not allowed 
to use cell-
phones during 
instruc-
tional time—
only in the 
halls between 
bells. The 
high school is 
among mul-
tiple local 
schools to 
implement 
cellphone 
policies in 
an effort to 
reduce dis-
tractions.

Anthony Wahl/
awahl@ 
gazettextra.com

Area school districts implement policy changes to fight cellphone distractions

In the past, it was out of sight, out of mind, 

but it has become an ever-increasing 

distraction. We’re not trying to be punitive; 

we’re just trying to get back that  

instructional time.

Edgerton High School Principal  

Mark Coombs

“ ”

Bjoin

Laue

Turn to PHONES on Page 7A

Associated Press
A worker refuels a car at a gas station in Jid-
dah, Saudi Arabia, on Monday. Global energy 
prices spiked Monday after a weekend attack 
on key oil facilities in Saudi Arabia caused the 
worst disruption to world supplies on record, 
an assault for which President Donald Trump 
warned the U.S. was ‘locked and loaded’ to 
respond.

Trump: Looks 
like Iran hit  

Saudi Arabian 
oil facilities

President says he plans no 
military retaliation as of yet
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Seneca Foods migrant housing proposal advances
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