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WASHINGTON

I missed President Donald Trump’s 

Mount Rushmore speech Friday night, so 

when I read the press coverage over the 

weekend I braced for the worst.

The New York Times 

reported that Trump had 

delivered an “ominous 

depiction of the recent 

protests over racial jus-

tice” and “exploit(ed) race 

and cultural flash points 

to stoke fear among his 

base of white supporters.”

The Associated Press 

declared that he had 

“accus(ed) protesters who 

have pushed for racial jus-

tice of engaging in a ‘merciless campaign 

to wipe out our history.’”

Then I watched the full address. None 

of it was true.

“We embrace tolerance, not preju-

dice,” Trump said. “Every child, of every 

color—born and unborn—is made in the 

holy image of God.” He praised great 

black Americans including Frederick 

Douglass, Harriet Tubman, Jesse Owens, 

Louis Armstrong, Ella Fitzgerald and 

Muhammad Ali, declaring that “only 

America could have produced them all.”

Standing beneath the image of Abra-

ham Lincoln, Trump declared, “Lincoln 

won the Civil War; he issued the Emanci-

pation Proclamation; he led the passage 

of the 13th Amendment, abolishing slav-

ery for all time.”

The crowd cheered at his mention of 

the abolition of slavery, which got zero 

mentions in the coverage of his address.

Trump explained that “by tearing 

down Washington and Jefferson, these 

radicals ... would tear down the princi-

ples that propelled the abolition of slav-

ery in America and, ultimately, around 

the world, ending an evil institution that 

had plagued humanity for thousands 

and thousands of years.” He declared, 

“Our opponents would tear apart the 

very documents that Martin Luther King 

used to express his dream, and the ideas 

that were the foundation of the righteous 

movement for Civil Rights.”

To the Times, this amounts to “stok-

ing racial fears to pit a white voting base 

against nationwide calls for social jus-

tice.”

The mischaracterization of the Mount 
Rushmore speech is not an anomaly. 
Trump’s critics in the media have fallen 
into an insidious habit of taking his 
quotes criticizing the hordes who burn 
buildings and tear down statues, and 
reporting them as criticism of “racial jus-
tice protesters.” This is dishonest.

Trump has said more than once that 
he is “an ally of all peaceful protest-
ers.” He’s not the one blurring the lines 
between violent mobs and peaceful pro-
testers; his media critics are. 

Trump believes that if you give an 
inch to the “cancel culture,” it’s a slippery 
slope. Nearly three years ago, he warned 
that if we take down statues of Robert 
E. Lee, soon they’ll come after George 
Washington. Well, as Megan McArdle 
pointed out in The Washington Post, he 
was prescient.

I happen to think we should have a 
national conversation about Confederate 
monuments, and that Trump would be in 
a stronger position to defend the Ameri-
can founding if he led one. But you can’t 
have a national conversation with a mob. 
And the rioters tearing down and defac-
ing statues and memorials of Washing-
ton, Lincoln and Ulysses S. Grant have 
proven they are not just opposed to the 
Confederacy—they’re opposed to the 
Union.

What about the charge that he 
declared a culture war? That is like say-
ing that America declared war on Japan; 
it’s technically correct but misses the 
point. The left launched the culture war 
and the cancel culture that, as Trump 
said, is “driving people from their jobs, 
shaming dissenters and demanding total 
submission from anyone who disagrees.” 
The president is simply fighting back 
against this war of political intolerance—
and it’s about time someone did. At 
Mount Rushmore, Trump declared that 
no one will cancel the American found-
ing on his watch. That is only controver-
sial in bluest reaches of blue America.

If celebrating and defending our 
founding principles on the Fourth of July 
is “dark and divisive” that tells us less 
about Trump than the sad state of our 
country.
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Hans Christian Heg was 

an enormous figure in early 

Wisconsin history, protect-

ing fugi-

tive slaves 

and sac-

rificing 

his life 

for emancipation during the 

Civil War.

State leaders should 

quickly restore and return 

his statue to the Capitol 

grounds in Madison, where 

it had stood for nearly a cen-

tury before vandals tore it 

down last month.

“Forward,” the bronze 

woman extending her arm 

in the air, has inspired gen-

erations to strive for better 

days and improve. Originally 

sculpted more than a cen-

tury ago and replaced with 

a replica in the 1990s, “For-

ward” has become a pow-

erful symbol of women’s 

rights.

State leaders must bring 

back “Miss Forward,” too.

But don’t stop there.

We love the idea, pro-

posed by Michael Johnson, 

president of the Boys and 

Girls Club of Dane County, 

to erect a statue of Vel Phil-

lips, the trailblazing African 

American leader from Mil-

waukee who marked many 

firsts for Wisconsin and the 

nation.

Community leaders are 

offering additional ideas for 

who or what to honor. If you 

have a suggestion, send it 

to the State Journal. We’ll 

share your views with our 

readers and state leaders.

The noble statues of Heg 

and “Forward” were toppled 

June 23 following weeks 

of protest over the hor-

rific police killing of George 

Floyd, an unarmed black 

man in Minneapolis. The 

officers are charged with 

murder or aiding and abet-

ting murder. The nation is 

striving to improve policing.

But rioters in Madison 

don’t get to decide what goes 

where on the state Capitol 

grounds. Wisconsin should 

use the unfortunate and dis-

turbing destruction of Capi-

tol statues as an opportunity 

to renew their importance. 

A community discussion 

over how to proceed makes 

sense. And more recognition 

and celebration of diverse 

contributions to our state is 

needed.

So far, Phillips is the most 

deserving proposal for a 

monument on the scale of 

Heg’s and “Forward.”

Phillips was the first black 

woman to graduate from 

the UW Law School, the first 

woman elected to the Mil-

waukee City Council, and the 

first African American judge 

in Wisconsin. She became 

Wisconsin secretary of state 

in 1978—the first woman 

and first minority elected to 

the office as well as the first 

black person elected to a 

statewide office in Wiscon-

sin. Phillips died in 2018.

“The young people of 

Wisconsin and generations 

thereafter need to see that 

representation matters,” 

Johnson says in his proposal 

to state leaders. “They need 

to see heroes and leaders 

that reflect the ecosystem of 

our communities at large.”

He’s right.

The State Capitol Exec-

utive Residence Board, 

a bipartisan committee 

responsible for the mainte-

nance and decoration of the 

Capitol grounds, restricts 

new plaques or monuments 

from the Capitol without the 

removal of an existing one.

But that policy can, and 

should, change.

So far, Rep. Amy Louden-

beck, R-Clinton, a member 

of the board, said she sup-

ports returning the “For-

ward” and Heg statues and 

would be open to consider-

ing the Phillips proposal.

That’s good to hear.

It’s time to honor another 

giant in Wisconsin who 

helped improve our state in 

inspiring ways. Phillips fits 

that bill. Others may, too.

Capitol grounds should add Vel Phillips statue

Emily Hamer/Wisconsin State Journal via AP
Wisconsin’s ‘Forward’ statue lies in the street on Capitol Square in Mad-
ison on June 23.
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It ain’t broke, so keep 
Tollefson as county clerk

I am writing to encourage people to 
vote for Lisa Tollefson for Rock County 
Clerk.

I have been a chief inspector for the 
city of Janesville at the polls on Election 
Day for many years. I have worked with 
Lisa on regular and recall and recount 
elections. She handles everything flaw-
lessly.

I have also watched her in action at 
county board meetings when I served 
on the board. She is very courteous and 
professional and proficient.

I am of the opinion that “if it ain’t 
broke, don’t fix it.” I am writing to 

assure you that it is not broke.

Please vote for Lisa Tollefson for 

Rock County Clerk.

CRAIG GRAMKE

Janesville

This week’s poll question
Most communities 

canceled their Fourth 

of July fireworks shows 

because of the COVID-

19 pandemic, but people 

still managed to mark the 

holiday with their own 

firecrackers, bottle rock-

ets, sparklers and foun-

tains. We’re wondering 

how many fireworks you 

heard in your neighbor-

hood around July 4.

Let us know in this 
week’s poll at GazetteX-
tra.com. The results are 
not scientific.

In last week’s poll, we 
asked if residents are 
heeding the advice of 
health officials to wear 
masks to slow the spread 
of the coronavirus.

Among those respond-
ing, 369, or 52%, said 
they always wear masks 
whenever they leave 
home, considering them 

an important measure 

to slow the spread of the 

coronavirus.

Another 232, or 32%, 

said they sometimes wear 

masks when venturing 

out, depending on where 

they are going and who 

they are with.

The remaining 112, or 

16%, said they never wear 

masks and that the risk 

from the coronavirus is 

overblown.


