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Bucks roll to 3-0 

lead over Pistons
A balanced scoring attack 

helped Milwaukee defeat 

Detroit and take a  

commanding lead in the 

playoff series. Page 1B

TIF plan on agenda
The Janesville City Council 

will consider a plan Monday 

for a TIF deal on the city’s 

south side to develop a site 

for an industrial tenant.  

Page 3A

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 78 | Low 56  

Partly sunny
More on 13A

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

CLINTON

I
t’s one of the few aspects of agri-
culture that just might be reces-
sion proof.

“People got to eat,” said Jake 
Collins of Country Pride Meats in Clin-
ton. “If the economy’s not doing good, 
people still eat it. It really doesn’t fluc-
tuate much.”

In an industry fraught with low com-
modity prices and farm closures, meat 

processing mostly has been insulated 

from such hardships.

Large meat processors might strug-

gle with changes in import and export 

markets.

But local butchers such as Country 

Pride are preparing meat according to 

customer specifications. The finished 

cuts are sold at retail counters or trans-

ported to nearby restaurants or grocers.

Those prices are less prone to vola-

tility and, unlike crops and dairy prod-

ucts, aren’t dictated by faraway markets.

Where butchers do feel the pinch is 

competing with ubiquitous meat brands 

sold in national grocery chains.

“Competition is pretty hard with all 

that because you can’t compete (with) 

what they’re selling and what we have to 

have for our product,” said Andy Sorg of 

Sorg’s Quality Meats and Sausages out-

side Darien. “All we’re doing is looking 

for selling quality meat.”

So local butchers must focus care-

fully on the process of meat processing—

how the sausage is made, if you will—as 

Cuts above

Left: Jake Collins, center, works with his brother, 
Jon, left, to make cranberry brats Thursday at Coun-
try Pride Meats in Clinton. Above: Alex Morton uses 
a saw to cut off large portions of meat Thursday at 
Country Pride Meats. Below: Tina Sorg wraps up 
meat for a customer April 3 at Sorg’s Quality Meats 
and Sausages in Darien.

Photos by Angela Major 
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Meat processors going strong as agricultural economy struggles

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

While we’ve been looking for Easter 

eggs, God’s looking for us.

That’s one of the messages church goers 

will hear at Easter morning services.

Easter is the major holy day in the Chris-

tian tradition. Without Easter, which cel-

ebrates Jesus Christ’s victory over death, 

there would be no Christianity at all.
Easter is also a time when ministers can 

count on their churches being packed to 
the beams. The regular Sunday attendees 

being joined by “christers”—people who 

attend only on Christmas and Easter. In 

addition, many people who never attend 

at all might finally decide to give in to Aunt 

Susies’ pleas to try out her church, “just 

this once.”

That’s a tough crowd, especially if your 

goal is evangelism.

At New Life Assembly of God, the 

By Molly Beck

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON

In a rare move, the Wisconsin Supreme 

Court took control Friday of an appeal of a 

lawsuit challenging laws passed by Republi-

cans limiting the powers of Democratic Gov. 

Tony Evers and Democratic Attorney General 

Josh Kaul.

Without being asked, the state’s highest 

court assumed jurisdiction over the appeal of 

the lawsuit brought by labor unions arguing 

the legislators’ actions in December violated 

the state constitution’s separation-of-powers 

doctrine.

The court’s decision means two of the 

four lawsuits challenging the GOP-controlled 

Legislature’s action before Evers and Kaul 

were sworn into office will be decided by the 

Janesville pastors to preach Easter messages of hope, witness

We want to give that message of hope that no matter where people are, whatever path 

they’re walking, God is actively and passionately seeking them.

The Rev. Jason Karamatsos

“ ”

Turn to MEAT on Page 13A

Turn to EASTER on Page 5A

Without being asked, state  
Supreme Court takes up second 
lawsuit over lame-duck session

On the docket

By Janet Hook

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON

The release of the special counsel report 

on Russian interference in the 2016 election 

marks the end of political shadow-boxing 

over a secret investigation of President Don-

ald Trump and the begin-

ning of open warfare over 

whether he should be reelected in 2020.

The long-awaited report from Robert S. 

Mueller III will almost certainly inflame par-

tisan passions on both sides, even if it changes 

few voters’ minds about Trump. And it will 

pose new challenges to Democratic presi-

dential candidates, who have mostly steered 

Turn to SUPREME on Page 10A

Mueller report 
poses problem 
for Democrats

ANALYSIS
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