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in the area
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Farm economy grows
Despite widespread dairy farm 

closures, Wisconsin’s farm and 

ag businesses grew by nearly 

20% between 2012 and 2017. 

Page 2A

Another homer  

off Hader
The Brewers reliever gave up 

a three-run home run in the 

eighth inning of Tuesday’s 7-5 

loss to the Twins. Page 1B
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By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON
Wisconsin Republicans who continue to 

largely dismiss Democratic Gov. Tony Evers’ 
call to pass gun safety legislation introduced 
a series of bills Tuesday designed to bolster 
mental health services in the state, a move 
they said was not in response to recent mass 

shootings.
Evers has called for the 

GOP-controlled Legisla-
ture to pass universal back-
ground checks and a “red 
flag” law that would estab-
lish a process to take guns 
away from people deter-
mined to be a threat to them-
selves or others. But Republi-
can legislative leaders have instead empha-
sized the need to improve mental health ser-
vices.

“If I did have the answer or if any other 
legislator had a clear answer to this issue, we 

would have already imple-

mented it,” said Republican 

Senate Majority Leader Scott 

Fitzgerald, adding that Con-

gress should play a role. “It’s 

frustrating, I think, because 

every time one of these inci-

dents happened we kind of 

wring our hands and say 

‘What can we do?’”

Assembly Minority Leader Gordon 

Hintz, a Democrat, said lawmakers should 

do “everything possible while respecting 

GOP proposes mental health bills
Republicans claim move is  
not a response to shootings

By Paul Wiseman  

and Christopher Rugaber

AP Economics Writers

WASHINGTON

Responding to pressure from 

businesses and growing fears that 

a trade war is threatening the U.S. 

economy, the Trump administra-

tion is delaying most of the import 

taxes it planned to impose on Chi-

nese goods and is dropping oth-

ers altogether.

The announcement Tuesday 

from the Office of the U.S. Trade 

Representative was greeted with 

relief on Wall Street and by retail-

ers who have grown fearful that 

the new tariffs would wreck hol-

iday sales.

The administration says it 

still plans to proceed with 10% 

tariffs on about $300 billion in 

Chinese imports—extending its 

import taxes to just about every-

thing China ships to the United 

States in a dispute over Beijing’s 

strong-arm trade 

policies.

But under pres-

sure from retail-

ers and other busi-

nesses, President 

Donald Trump’s 

trade office said it 

would delay until 

Dec. 15 the tar-

iffs on nearly 60% of the imports 

that had been set to absorb the 

new taxes starting Sept. 1. Among 

the products that will benefit  

from the 3½-month reprieve are 

Trump  
delays  
tariffs
Businesses worried 
about possible effect  
of new trade duties

15 of 22 goals have been met  
2 years into 5-year time frame

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The good news: Two years into a five-

year plan, the Janesville School District 

has met 15 of its 22 goals.

The bad news: Meeting the remaining 

seven goals will be a challenge.

On Tuesday, the Janesville School 

Board heard an update on the district’s 

“promises,” which are an ambi-
tious—some said improbable—
set of five-year goals in five areas: 
finance, academics, school culture, 
safety and relationships.

School board members said 
they were generally pleased with 
the progress schools were making. 
Tuesday’s meeting took the form of 
a workshop, during which board 
members met with department heads in 
charge of each promise subject.

Superintendent Steve Pophal said he 
was most impressed with the work done 
on this goal: “90% of graduates will com-
plete career-ready indicators as detailed at 

redefiningready.org.”
The percentage of students who 

met the goal rose from 62% in 2017 
to 84% at the end of the 2018-19 
school year, a jump of 22%.

Redefining Ready is a national 
initiative of the American Asso-
ciation of School Administrators. 
The organization looked at hun-
dreds of studies on the qualities 

that make high school students ready for 
college or the workplace.

To be considered “career ready,” a stu-
dent must know which career cluster he 
or she wants to be in and must meet two 
or more of these criteria: 90% attendance 

rate, workplace learning experience, an 

industry credential, a course that gives the 

student high school and college credit in 

the career cluster, two or more organized 

co-curricular activities, or 25 hours of com-

munity service.

Another success is the completion of 

this academic goal: “90% of graduates will 

successfully complete an Advanced Place-

ment, industry credentialed or dual-en-

rollment credit class.”

At the end of the 2018-19 school year, 

91% of students had reached that goal, up 

from 75% in 2017.

Improvements cost 
about $814,000,  

district official says

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

MILTON
Milton High School senior 

Danielle Cramer has spent a lot 
of time at the school pool.

So as a swim team captain, she 
was impressed by the updated 
pool, which reopened Monday 
for swim practice after months 
of renovations.

“It feels like home, but it’s like 
a new home,” Cramer said.

“We didn’t know if we would 
even have a place to practice or 
host our senior year meet, so hav-
ing it be a reality is awesome.”

Stephen Schantz, school dis-
trict building and grounds super-
visor, said crews have worked 
on the project since the school 
board approved it in January.

The pool has new walls, floors 
and a new ventilation system. 
The previous HVAC system 
was original to the more than 
50-year-old pool and was beyond 
repair, Schantz said.

The Rock County Public 
Health Department also notified 
the school that the pool wasn’t 
skimming water correctly, and 
district officials realized quickly 
that the project was necessary, 
Schantz said.

Milton High reopens pool after summer fixes

Above: Maddy Schultz 
hooks a lane divider to 
the wall in Milton High 
School’s pool as the Mil-
ton girls swim team 
begins practice Tuesday. 
The district spent more 
than $800,000 to repair 
and renovate the high 
school’s pool area. Left: 
Milton girls swim team 
members warm up to 
start their first practice 
of the season Tuesday.
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