
WEATHER • 9A

TODAY
41°/27°

Mild with 
clouds and sun

SUNDAY
42°/36°

Cloudy and 
misty; fog

Gazette at a Glance
LOCAL • 3A, 8A

Tannerite cited in explosion
The explosion heard in three Rock County 

cities Thursday morning was likely the result 
of an explosion of a substance known by the 
brand name Tannerite, the Rock County Sher-
iff ’s Office reported Friday. Capt. Jude Maurer 
said agents from the federal Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives investigating 
the explosion site came to that conclusion. The 
explosive, which is legal to buy, was placed in a 
Jeep vehicle of 1990s vintage and likely detonat-
ed by shooting it, a stunt that can be seen online 
in numerous YouTube videos, Maurer said.

STATE • 2A

Raises slated at UW-Madison
UW-Madison has announced plans to give 

faculty and staff a 4 percent pay increase over 
the next year. A 2 percent pay raise would occur 
in July followed by another 2 percent increase 
January 2019, the Wisconsin State Journal re-
ported. Employees who make less than $15 an 
hour would also get additional wage increases.

NATION/WORLD • 5B-6B

Court to take on travel ban
The Supreme Court agreed Friday to decide 

the legality of the latest version of President 
Donald Trump’s ban on travel to the United 
States by residents of six majority-Muslim 
countries. 
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Sports • 1B

The Parker boys swim team 
defeated city rival Craig and 
Madison East in a double dual 
meet Friday night

DEATH NOTICES • 8A
•Ethan A. Barclay-Weberpal/Oceanside, California, formerly 
Janesville
•Sandra F. Fuchs/Edgerton
•Lorie Ann Hanson/Janesville
•Richard A. Took/Brodhead
•Duane G. Waldhardt/Janesville

OBITUARIES • 8A
•Lorie Ann Hansen/Janesville
•Andre Reavis/Beloit and Orfordville
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By Danielle Braff

Chicago Tribune

Lovisa Tedestedt’s Facebook account is littered 

with ex-boyfriends.

Tedestedt has been married for 13 years, and her 

husband, Magnus, is aware of and accepting of her 

somewhat unconventional pool of friends, she said.

“If you are a jealous person, it wouldn’t work, 

but we’re not,” said Lovisa Tedestedt, a 45-year-old 

wedding designer who lives in Chicago. “There’s not 

going to be an ex-boyfriend who’s going to mess us 

up.”
Social media have changed the world of ex-re-

lationships, and have made it very hard to make a 

clean break, to grieve and to move on.

“Not only is there the problem of you being friends 

on social media, but you will have many friends in 

common who will be posting about get-togethers 

with other friends and your ex; with the ex and the 

new love interest; and often, pictures are included,” 

said Toni Coleman, a psychotherapist, relationship 

coach and divorce mediator in McLean, Virginia. “A 

steady stream of news about the ex, what they are 

doing and who they are doing it with provides fresh 

reminders of the loss, and makes it hard to grieve.”

Staying friends with your ex on social media

Tribune News Service

Lovisa Tedestedt and her husband, 

Magnus, have been married for 

13 years. Lovisa is friends with a 

bunch of her exes on social media, 

and she and her husband don’t 

have a problem with it. She thinks 

that if you trust each other, there 

shouldn’t be an issue.

48 percent 

of people remain 

friends with their 

exes on Facebook

88 percent  

check out their 

ex-partners’ pages 

to see what  

they are doing

31 percent  

post pictures  

to try to make  

their exes jealous

A good  

or bad 

idea?

As it turns out, quite a few people  

have exes hanging out on their social media, 

according to a small Western University study

Turn to EX on Page 5C

COMING SUNDAY

Is it a good idea  
to remain a friend 
with your ex on  
social media?/living

By Zeke Miller, Andrew Taylor and Alan Fram

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

The federal government shut down at the 

stroke of midnight Friday, halting all but the 

most essential operations and marring the one-

year anniversary of President Donald Trump’s 

inauguration in a striking display of Washing-

ton dysfunction.

Last-minute negotiations crumbled as Sen-

ate Democrats blocked a four-week stopgap ex-

tension in a late-night vote, causing the fourth 

government shutdown in a quarter century. 

The slide toward closure lacked for high dra-

ma: The Senate vote was all but predetermined, 

and since the shutdown began at the start of a 

weekend, many of the immediate effects will 

be muted for most Americans.

Still, it comes with no shortage of embar-

rassment for the president and political risk 

for both parties, as they wager that voters will 

punish the other at the ballot box in November.

Social Security and most other safety net 

programs are unaffected by the lapse in federal 

spending authority. Critical government func-

tions will continue, with uniformed service 

members, health inspectors and law enforce-

ment officers set to work without pay. But if 

no deal is brokered before Monday, hundreds 

of thousands of federal employees will be fur-

loughed.

After hours of closed-door meetings and 

phone calls, the Senate scheduled its late-night 

vote on a House-passed plan. It gained 50 votes 

to proceed to 48 against, but 60 were needed to 

break a Democratic filibuster. A handful of red-

state Democrats crossed the aisle to support 

the measure, rather than take the politically 

risky vote. Four Republicans voted in oppo-

sition.

In an unusual move, Senate Majority Leader 

Mitch McConnell allowed the roll call to ex-

ceed 90 minutes—instead of the usual 20 or 

so—seemingly accommodating the numerous 
discussions among leaders and other lawmak-
ers. Still as midnight passed and the calendar 
turned, there was no obvious off-ramp to the 
political stalemate. Each party expressed re-
solve in its position—and confidence that the 
other would suffer the wrath of voters.

Even before the vote, Trump was pessimis-
tic, tweeting, “Not looking good” and blaming 
the Democrats who he said actually wanted 
the shutdown “to help diminish the success” of 
the tax bill he and fellow Republicans pushed 
through last month.

Democrats balked on the measure in an 
effort to pressure on the White House to cut 
a deal to protect “dreamer” immigrants—who 
were brought to the country as children and 
are now here illegally—before their legal pro-
tection runs out in March.

The president watched the results from 
the White House residence, dialing up allies 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE

The Tour of America’s Dairyland, a series of 

bike races held over 11 days in different Wis-

consin cities, is expected to bring hundreds of 

cyclists and spectators to downtown Janesville 

on June 26.

2018 is Janesville’s first year on the tour, 

which is also celebrating its 10th anniversary, 

said Bill Koch, executive director of the tour’s 

host organization, Midwest Cycling Series.

Beloit hosted a day of competition in 2014, 

and East Troy has in past years, according to 

the tour’s website.

The full tour schedule for 2018 has not yet 

been released.

The Janesville Velo Club is the local host for 

the event, Koch said.

Club President Paul Murphy said he could 

not share details of the race until a formal an-

nouncement is issued.

Murphy has worked on bringing the tour to 

Janesville for two years, he said. Tour officials 

look for locations with enthusiasm and solid 

organizing groups.

The tour will bring about 1,000 people into 

Janesville, including riders and their support 

teams, Koch said. He estimates the event will 

attract 2,500 to 4,000 spectators, many from 

the Janesville area.

The tour’s most popular location, Downer 

Avenue in Milwaukee, attracts between 15,000 

and 25,000 spectators annually, Koch said. Cy-

clists have been racing annually on the Milwau-

kee thoroughfare for 40 years.

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra .com

JANESVILLE
Flowers have been part of the 

Sanderson family’s lives for de-

cades, dating back to a patriarch’s 

fascination with tropical plants 

while stationed in the South Pa-

cific during World War II.

Centerway Floral has served as 

the family flower hub for 50 years. 

Friday, the Sandersons sold the 

shop and turned over control to 

new owners.

Ron and Rhoda Sanderson have 

owned the store since 1998, when 

they took over after the death of 

Ron’s mother, Charlotte. But after 

Ron’s triple bypass surgery last 

year, they knew it was time to con-

sider retirement.

“We enjoy doing this, and we 

still do, but we’d like some time to 

go travel,” Rhoda said, noting they 

have two sons and young grand-

kids living in Cincinnati.

The Sandersons have earned 

the break. They built their busi-

ness on good customer service and 

high-quality arrangements people 

can’t find at a big-box retailer. Rho-

da believes the shop’s repeat cus-

tomers—sometimes generations 

from the same family—keep com-

ing back because employees try to 

personalize each order.

Whether they’re planning a 

funeral, wedding, anniversary or 

another occasion, customers have 

brought in personal items high-

lighting a family member’s pas-

sion. Arrangements have been de-

signed around ice skates, cowboy 

boots and even a slide trombone, 

Ron said.

Ron said he and his four sib-

lings all worked in Centerway Flo-

ral growing up, and a few had their 

own shops. They picked up the pas-

sion from their father, Merlin, who 

cultivated the interest while he 

was surrounded by exotic plants 

in the Navy.

Back in Wisconsin, Merlin start-

ed two other flower shops on the 

outskirts of Janesville, one in Ful-

ton and rented greenhouse space 

near Riverside Park. But it was 

Centerway Floral that became the 

family’s second home, Ron said.

The shop is in an unusual lo-

cation. Tucked in a residential 

stretch of Centerway just east of 

Milton Avenue, it’s the only busi-

ness on the block.

Ron and Rhoda credit their em-

ployees and strong customer base 

for helping them thrive despite not 

being near a strip mall or other 

commercial stretch.

“I think people come back to 

places that treat them well. I know 

Hundreds of racing bicyclists expected to visit  
downtown Janesville in state bike competitionTour de Wisconsin:

Centerway Floral owners selling longtime family shop, but not much will change

Stopgap bill fails
Federal government shuts down as GOP, Democrats blame each other
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Above: Rhoda Sanderson smiles 
as she works on a funeral flower ar-
rangement Friday at Centerway Flo-
ral in Janesville. The Sanderson fam-
ily has owned the business for more 
than 50 years, but Rhoda and her 
husband, Ron, sold it Friday so they 
can have a chance to travel more.

Left: Rhoda Sanderson and her hus-
band, Ron, sold their business, Cen-
terway Floral, but the new owners say 
little will change in the operation.

Photos by Angela Major/ 
amajor@gazettextra .com

Time to stop smelling the roses

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra .com
Craig’s Jacob Ngobi, right, runs past Madison 
East’s Damontae Thompson in Big Eight Confer-
ence action Friday at Craig High School. Though 
Craig defeated East on a buzzer-beating shot ear-
lier in the season, this time East took an early lead 
and cruised to a 75-56 victory. The Cougars slipped 
to 5-7 on the season and 4-6 in conference play. 
Story on Page 1B.

This time, East cruises
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