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US airstrike kills 

Iranian general
The Pentagon said Thursday 

it had killed the leader at 

the direction of President 

Donald Trump. Page 6B

Alliant plant 

nearing completion
Alliant Energy officials  

hope to begin commercial 

electricity generation by 

the end of February. Page 3A
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By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON

A conservative law firm Thurs-

day asked a judge to find the Wis-

consin Elections Commission in 

contempt and impose $12,000 a 

day in fines until it immediately 

purges more than 200,000 voters 

from the rolls, a move Democrats 

are fighting.

A judge last month ordered the 

removal of voters from the rolls 

who might have moved and 

didn’t respond within 30 days to a  

notification sent by the elec-

tions commission in October. 

The bipartisan commission has 

deadlocked twice on attempts 

by Republicans to do the purge 

immediately while an appeal to 

the court order is pending.

Rick Esenberg, leader of the 

conservative Wisconsin Institute 

for Law and Liberty that brought 

the lawsuit, said the commission 

must purge the voters now. The 

judge in December ruled that the 

commission was breaking state 

law by not removing voters who 

did not respond to the October 

mailing asking that they confirm 

their address.

“Court orders are not sug-

gestions,” Esenberg said on 

WISN-AM. “They are not ren-

dered inoperative by the fact that 

you filed an appeal.”

Esenberg filed a motion Thurs-

day in Ozaukee County Court ask-

ing the judge to fine the commis-

sion and five of the six commis-

sioners $2,000 each, or $12,000 

total each day, for being in con-

tempt of the order. The motion 

does not name one of the three 

Republicans on the commission 

who was not on the panel when 

the legal fight began.

Democratic Attorney General 

Josh Kaul, who is representing 

the elections commission in the 

case, said it “strongly disagrees” 

with arguments in the contempt 

motion.

“This case should not effec-

tively be ended before the appeals 

process plays out,” Kaul said in a 

statement.

The affected voters come more 

heavily from Democratic areas of 

Wisconsin, a key state in the 2020 

presidential election. President 

Donald Trump won the state in 

2016 by fewer than 23,000 votes. 

Wisconsin once again is expected 

to be one of the most hotly con-

tested states this year.

Democrats fear forcing voters 

whose registration was nullified 

to re-register would create a bur-

den on them and hurt turnout. 

Republicans argue that removing 

the voters would ensure that the 

rolls are not full of people who 

shouldn’t be voting.

Esenberg’s group has asked 

Immediate purge of voters sought
Law firm wants elections commission 

to face $12,000 in daily fines for contempt

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

EDGERTON
It’s no secret that 

bone-chilling cold, icy 
roads and a few feet of snow 
are part of winter in Wis-
consin.

But recent flashes of 
almost spring-like weather 
have been an unexpected—
but welcome—gift for the 
Edgerton School District.

The warmer, drier 
weather has helped keep the 
district’s referendum proj-
ects on track. That has been 
especially important given 
the fast-track approach the 
district brought to its plan-
ning process.

In November 2018, Edg-
erton voters passed a $40.6 
million referendum to 

renovate and expand Com-

munity Elementary School, 

add secure entrances at 

multiple buildings, and 

upgrade science labs, the 

commons area, band/choir 

rooms and offices at Edger-

ton High School.

District officials wanted 

to complete all of the proj-

ects in one year instead of 

two.

Superintendent Den-
nis Pauli said the warmth 
is making that goal a little 
more attainable.

“It’s somewhat why 
we’re able to get ahead of 
schedule,” he said.

Doug Demrow, the JP 
Cullen site superinten-
dent for the projects, said 
he has boosted manpower 

Warmer weather speeds 
Edgerton school project

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
A construction worker excavates in an area that will become Community Elementary School’s 
new cafeteria and kitchen Thursday in Edgerton.

Work on Community Elementary School’s new gymnasium 
continues Thursday in Edgerton. The existing gym is being 
used as a library during construction.

Conditions aid aim 
to finish all work 
within one year

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

With temperatures 

climbing past 40 degrees 

Thursday, it felt like win-

ter was behind schedule.

But for the Lee family of 

Janesville, Winter arrived 

right on time.

Sarah and Tom Lee are 

the parents of the first 

baby born in Janesville in 

2020, Winter Lee, who was 

born at 8:38 a.m. Thurs-

day at Mercyhealth Hos-

pital and Trauma Center.

Winter was due New 

Year’s Day and was born 

just hours after that at 7 

pounds, 1 ounce and 21 

inches long, Sarah said.

The couple rang in the 

new year watching the 

ball drop on TV and pre-

paring for their first child 

to arrive.

Sarah and Tom have 

lived in Janesville for about 

two years and decided this 

was the community where 

they wanted to raise a fam-

ily, they said.

Before moving to Janes-

ville, the couple lived in a 

number of cities while 

Tom, an orthopedic sur-

geon at Mercyhealth, was 

in residency.

Sarah is a professional 

bassoonist with the Erie 

Philharmonic of Erie, 

Pennsylvania. She travels 

a lot for work but will take 

some time off to take care 

of Winter, she said.

Tom said going to the 
hospital Wednesday night 
with Sarah to have their 
child delivered was very 
different from going to the 
hospital for work. Being on 
the other side of the health 
care equation made Tom 
feel vulnerable, he said.

He also had mixed feel-
ings about Winter being 
the first baby born in the 

By Matthew Perrone

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

U.S. health officials will begin crack-

ing down on most flavored e-cigarettes 

that are popular with underage teenag-

ers, but their plan includes major excep-

tions that benefit vaping manufacturers, 

retailers and adults who use the nico-

tine-delivery devices.

The Trump administration announced 

Thursday that it will prohibit fruit, candy, 

mint and dessert flavors from small, car-

tridge-based e-cigarettes favored by high 

school and middle school students. But 

menthol and tobacco-flavored e-ciga-

rettes will be allowed to remain on the 

market.

The targeted flavor ban will also 

entirely exempt large, tank-based vap-

ing devices, which are primarily sold in 

US vaping plan announced
It prohibits flavors popular with teens but spares adult market

RELATED
• Federal law changes: The minimum age to buy 

tobacco products is now 21, but that and other changes 
might not be enough to stop young people from vaping, a 
local health educator says./Page 6A

Winter is here

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Sarah Lee and Tom Lee hold their daughter, Winter Ann Lee, 
on Thursday at Mercyhealth Hospital and Trauma Center, 
Janesville.

Janesville’s first baby of the decade born Thursday
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