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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 32 | Low 11  

Mostly 
sunny

More on 7A

More money
A House vote is expected 
today on a $1.4 trillion 
spending bill needed 
to avoid a government 
shutdown. Page 6B
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Streak ends at 18
Despite 48 points and 14 
rebounds from Giannis,  
Milwaukee falls to Dallas 
120-116 for its first loss in 
19 games. Page 1B

By Scott Bauer

Associated Press

MADISON
Democrats in the key swing state of 

Wisconsin vowed Monday to redou-
ble efforts to ensure that any voters 
whose registrations have been nulli-
fied by a judge’s recent ruling will be 
able to register again before the 2020 
presidential election.

Legal appeals could delay for 
months enforcement of the judge’s 
order to purge more than 200,000 
voters who didn’t respond within 
30 days to letters seeking confirma-
tion of their addresses. The case is 
expected to go all the way to the Wis-
consin Supreme Court, which is con-
trolled 5-2 by conservatives.

The Wisconsin Democratic Party 
will use the state’s open records law 
to obtain the names of everyone who 
would be purged and “systematically” 
contact those most likely to be Demo-
crats so they can re-register, said state 
party chairman Ben Wikler. Voters do 
not register by political party in Wis-
consin.

“This is an organizing challenge, 
not a crisis,” Wikler said. He said purg-
ing the voters “just adds to our to-do 
list. It’s a reason to work, not to freak 
out.”

Even if the number of voters who 
didn’t move but are tossed from the 
rolls is small, Democrats fear the 
effect on the election could be huge. 
President Donald Trump carried the 
state by fewer than 23,000 votes in 
2016.

“I won the race for governor by less 
than 30,000 votes,” Gov. Tony Evers 
tweeted Friday. “This move pushed by 
Republicans to remove 200,000 Wis-
consinites from the voter rolls is just 

Peter Thomson via AP
Dan Chase steps out of a voting booth 
at Hamilton Town Hall in West Salem 
in November 2018. A judge’s ruling to 
purge up to 234,000 voter registra-
tions in Wisconsin had Democrats vow-
ing Monday to double down on efforts to 
make sure anyone kicked off the rolls is 
able to re-register before the 2020 pres-
idential election.

Dems vow 
to re-register 
purged voters

 Æ Milwaukee mayor says state 
Republicans are trying to ‘rig’ vote
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East-side grocer planning to close doors

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Maurer’s Market on Janes-

ville’s east side will shut its 

doors, the owners announced 

Monday, closing the book on 

a neighborhood grocery that 

had been open only about a 

year and a half.

Janesville Economic Devel-

opment Director Gale Price 

said Maurer’s Market owner 

Jeff Maurer told the city via 

email Monday that the store 

was closing.

Price said Maurer did not 

give an exact date for the clo-

sure, but his email indicated 

that the store has suspended 

ordering new stock and that 

Maurer’s Market plans to liq-

uidate existing stock.

“The email this morning 

from Mr. Maurer said the store 

is not possible, and he is going 

to initiate closing the store. He 

was informing the employees 

this morning (Monday)  and 

proceeding with liquidat-

ing the stock and selling the 

equipment,” Price said in an 

interview Monday evening.
Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com

Maurer’s Market, 2822 E. Milwaukee St., Janesville, will be shutting its 
doors, the owner told city officials Monday.

Email to city doesn’t provide closure date 

Turn to STORE on Page 7A

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Doug Marklein wrote “flex-

ible” in his plan commission 

meeting notes about 10 times, 

he said.

That was the word commis-

sioners and officials involved 

in planning the redevelopment 

of the former General Motors 

assembly plant site used to 

describe its preliminary devel-

opment plan, which the com-

mission approved Monday 

night.
The plan passed by a 6-1 vote 

with commissioner Andrew 
Udell abstaining. It will be 
used as a road map and mar-
keting tool for the new Centen-
nial Industrial Park, Planning 
Director Duane Cherek said.

William Mears of Coldwell 
Banker Commercial piqued the 
interest of the couple dozen peo-
ple at the meeting when he said 
he has talked to a number of par-
ties interested in building on the 
site.

Joe  S tade lman  o f  
architecture firm Angus Young 

Associates said there is “a lot of 
interest” in the site.

Nothing in the prelimi-
nary plan is set in stone, said 
Jacob Blue, an architect with 
Ayres Associates of Madison. It 
includes zoning for industrial, 
residential and mixed uses. 
Changes to the plan will be dic-
tated by who might be inter-
ested in building at the site and 
future requests from the plan 
commission, Blue said. 

All proposals for develop-
ment will have to go to the plan 
commission for approval after 
public hearings, Cherek said. 

That requirement is part of the 

city’s efforts to make redevelop-

ment a “transparent” process, 

plan commission chairperson 

Kathy Voskuil said.

The city council in 2016 

approved creating an overlay 

district at the site to ensure all 

development would have to be 

approved by the city.

City staff gave the com-

mission six things to consider 

before voting to approve the 

plan. Those were:

 �Whether to eliminate a 

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Excavators sit near piles of debris from the former General Motors plant Monday in Janesville. The Janesville Plan Commission on Monday 
approved a preliminary development plan for the former plant site.

A future taking shape
Plan commission OKs ‘flexible’ preliminary development plan for former GM plant site
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