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By Ashley McCallum
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The number of people 

hospitalized with COVID-

19 has grown steadily in the 

last seven days after weeks 

of low hospital activity.

Mark Goelzer, medical 

director for Mercyhealth, 

said reopening businesses, 

the Fourth of July holiday 

and less adherence to safety 

guidelines all likely con-

tributed to the increases.

Since July 7, COVID-19 

hospitalizations across the 

county’s four hospitals have 

increased each day from 

five to 12 on Monday and 

Tuesday, according to data 

from the Rock County Pub-

lic Health Department.

Hospitalizations hov-

ered between four and five 

people from June 23 to 

July 6, according to health 

department data.

Mercyhealth was able 

to shut down its COVID-19 

unit for a brief time, but it 

has since reopened, Goel-

zer said.

The county hit its peak 

of hospitalizations May 26 

with 27 people. Hospital-

izations began falling after 

that, remained steadily low 

and then started climbing 

last week.

Hospitalizations are 

expected to increase as pos-

itive cases increase, health 

Hospitals see 
more patients 
with COVID-19

ROCK COUNTY

Patients hospitalized for COVID-19
Data provided by SSM Health St. Mary's Hospital - Janesville, 

Edgerton Hospital and Health Services,
Mercyhealth and Beloit Health System

SOURCE: Rock County Public Health Department
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Madalyne Snow, 9, cruises by a family watching from the shoreline while water skiing with her brother and grandfather on 
the Rock River near the Rock Aqua Jays show area on Tuesday. Snow, a member of the Rock Aqua Jays, was out keeping 
up on her skills despite no season for the group this year. The weather has cooled off in recent days, but more 90-degree 
days are in the forecast this weekend. More weather on Page 7A.

Taking her skis for a spin

Number climbing 
for most of July

Associated Press

MADISON

Wisconsin broke a record 

for confirmed new COVID-19 

cases Tuesday for the fourth 

time in six days as Gov. Tony 

Evers and state health lead-

ers implored people to wear 

masks and take other steps to 

slow the spread of the coro-

navirus.

The state Department of 

Health Services reported 964 

new cases Tuesday, breaking 

a previous high of 926 cases 

reported Saturday. Deaths 

increased by six to 826 on 

Tuesday. Of everyone tested, 

6.5% were positive, continu-

ing a generally upward trend 

in recent weeks.

“We need to get back 

to working 

together to 

flatten the 

curve so our 

health care 

system won’t 

become over-

w h e l m e d ,” 

Evers said at 

a news con-

ference. “The 

situation is still serious, 

folks.”

Andrea Palm, Wisconsin’s 

health secretary, and Dr. Ryan 

Westergaard, the state’s chief 

medical officer for infectious 

disease, joined Evers in urg-

ing the wearing of face cov-

erings to slow the spread of 

the virus. They also called 

for people to take other pre-

cautions such as staying at 

home, limiting trips out, 

washing hands frequently, 

physically distancing from 

others, and getting tested if 

they have symptoms or were 

around people who tested 

positive.

“These numbers are the 

result of significant com-

munity spread here in 

Another record-breaking day in Wisconsin
964 new cases is 

4th record in 6 days

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Families in the Janes-

ville School District will 

decide for themselves what 

school looks like this fall.

The Janesville School 

Board on Tuesday unani-

mously approved a plan that 

will allow each family and 

student to decide whether 

children will learn in class-

rooms, virtually through 

ARISE or a combination of 

the two.

For all K-12 students, 

the district is offering the 

options of learning fully 

in-person or fully virtually.

Students in the middle 

and high schools will have 

a hybrid option: taking 

classes through ARISE and 

learning in person every 

day.

Communication will be 

sent to families Wednes-

day with next steps. Pick-

ing an education model for 

their children will be part 

of the registration process. 

The district will evaluate 

the responses from par-

ents Aug. 1 to plan further 

for staffing.

Superintendent Steve 

Pophal said the district 

wanted to balance safety 

with academic needs, 

nutritional support, child 

care concerns for parents 

and other concerns.

“We came to the conclu-

sion very quickly that only 

having one choice is a false 

choice,” Pophal told The 

Gazette. “A one-size-fits-

all (approach) is not what’s 

going to be best for all kids 

in the long haul. We need 

to have way more diversity 

in our school programming 

than that.”

The district resorted to 

a pass/fail grading system 

this spring, but traditional 

grading will return for all 

ages this fall regardless of 

learning method.

Schedules for students 

in the hybrid model will be 

customized for each stu-

dent.

Students in the hybrid 

model could choose to take 

core classes such as sci-

ence, math, language arts 

and social studies at ARISE 

before physically attending 

a Janesville school for elec-

tives such as band, weld-

ing and Spanish. The num-

ber of in-person classes will 

vary among students.
Special education stu-

dents have individual edu-
cational plans, so the peo-
ple on those teams will 
look at accommodations 
or modifications based on 
each student.

Pophal estimated ARISE 

We need to get 

back to working 

together to 

flatten the curve 

so our health 

care system 

won’t become 

overwhelmed. 

The situation 

is still serious, 

folks.

Gov. Tony Evers
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Evers
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City schools opt for flexibility
Janesville School Board decision  

lets families decide how to resume

RELATED
• What about sports?  

District officials permitted to  
continue planning for a fall sports 
season./1B

Turn to SCHOOL on Page 7A

Vaccine hope
Injections tested in the US 

readied people’s immune 

systems to resist the 

new coronavirus the way 

researchers hoped they 

would. Page 6B

New leadership
Mike McManus is no longer 

the executive director of 

the Humane Society of 

Southern Wisconsin. The 

organization is looking for 

a new director. Page 3A

Travel teams adapt
Youth softball teams based 

in Janesville still playing in 

tournaments this summer, 

but the experience has 

been noticeably different, 

coaches say. Page 1B
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