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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 73 | Low 54  

Mostly sunny  
and pleasant
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Above: Kandi 
Rueter pushes a 
cart of mums past 
a small green-
house filled with 
colorful aster 
plants while 
attending Rotary 
Botanical Gar-
dens’ annual fall 
plant sale over the 
weekend.  

Right: Josey and 
Dean Suiter load 
up their vehicle 
with the plants 
they purchased 
Saturday at the 
plant sale.

Photos by  
Anthony Wahl 
awahl@gazette 

xtra.com

Autumnal greenery

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

EVANSVILLE
Surveyors with the state 

Department of Health Services 
have been sent to Evansville 
Manor six times this year, result-
ing in 13 federal citations and four 
instances of surveyors believing 

residents were in immediate 

jeopardy.

No citations were issued in 

three investigations, includ-

ing one launched after a case of 

COVID-19 was identified at the 

nursing home, according to doc-

uments from the state Depart-

ment of Health Services.

The other three investiga-

tions, conducted March 9, March 

19 and June 29, resulted in cita-

tions. The nursing home had to 

submit plans of correction for 

each.

Evansville Manor Admin-

istrator Regina Teska said the 

nursing home is in full compli-

ance with state standards since 

the investigations were con-

ducted. 

Teska, who started her job 

at Evansville Manor about two 

months ago, said state survey-

ors have returned to the nursing 

home several times during her 

tenure and found no issues.

Teska and the facility’s direc-

tor of nursing are new to their 

positions and bring a wealth of 

knowledge, Teska said.

State documents indicate the 

director of nursing and adminis-

trator who were on duty when the 

nursing home was cited no longer 

work at Evansville Manor.

“Getting new leaders in the 

facility has already moved us in 

the right direction,” Teska said.

The following details were 

reported in documents from the 

state Department of Health Ser-

vices.

Immediate jeopardy
The state defines immediate 

jeopardy as a situation in which “a 

deficient practice has caused or is 

likely to cause serious injury, seri-

ous harm, impairment or death 

Reports reveal violations

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

City Clerk-Treasurer Dave 

Godek said he is happy with 

Janesville’s self-response rate 

for the 2020 Census.

Janesville has a 79% self-re-

sponse rate, which is 13.5 per-

centage points 

higher than 

the national 

rate of 65.5%. 

It’s also 7.5 

points higher 

than the state 

response rate 

of 71.5% and 

2.5 points 

higher than 

Rock County’s 76.5% rate.

Milton and Edgerton’s 

response rates are 82.2% and 

81.8%, respectively, Godek 

said.

The U.S. Constitution man-

dates a nationwide headcount 

every 10 years. Data from the 

census determines congres-

sional representation and fed-

eral funding for state and local 

programs, and it influences 

where businesses choose to 

build or relocate.

Census enumerators, oth-

erwise known as census work-

ers, in the last week or so have 

started circulating in the city 

to gather responses from 

those who have not yet filled 

out their census forms.

The coronavirus pandemic 

has pushed everything back, 

Godek said. Census workers 

typically would have made 

their rounds earlier in sum-

mer, but they started later 

because of the pandemic.

Workers will be out and 

about through Sept. 30, the 

last day for people to self-re-

spond online, according to the 

U.S. Census Bureau’s website.

This is the first year online 

forms have been available. 

Those looking to fill out their 

forms online will need their 

mailed forms because those 

forms include a code needed 

to complete the online docu-

ment.

Enumerators  carr y 

Census 
takers 
hit city 
streets
Janesville boasts 

self-response rate  
of nearly 80%

Evansville Manor 
collected 13 federal 
citations this year

By Evan Halper

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON

The controversial new chief of 

the U.S. Postal Service had not even 

started his job when a disturbing thing 

happened to hundreds of thousands 

of Americans who cast ballots by mail 

in primary elections this spring.

Their votes were never counted.

The torrent of disenfranchise-

ment provided a worrying prelude to 

a general election where, for the first 

time in history, most Americans will 

probably vote in advance of Election 

Day. Amid President Donald Trump’s 

efforts to undermine mail voting and 

the tumultuous tenure of Louis DeJoy, 

the Trump loyalist now running the 

mail, many people see the Postal Ser-

vice as an obvious culprit.

But election experts say recent 

controversies surrounding the post 

office and Trump’s campaign of dis-

information about mail-in voting are 

mostly sideshows. The bigger dan-

gers for voters predate this adminis-

tration and involve election officials 

in the states.

When ballots get tossed, one of the 

most common reasons is that states 

mislead voters into thinking they can 

safely wait until a day or two before 

Election Day to drop them in the mail. 

Even when the post office is running 

on all cylinders, that isn’t enough time 

to guarantee votes will be counted in 

many states.

Deadlines 
could be 
voters’ 

downfall

Turn to MANOR on Page 11A

Experts: Late ballots 
more likely to affect  

vote than USPS, Trump

Godek

Turn to DEADLINES on Page 11A Turn to CENSUS on Page 11A

Ready for Pence
The Janesville Police 

Department and other 

agencies will be providing 

security as the vice  

president visits Janesville 

today. Page 3A

Vintage performance
Aaron Rodgers threw for 364 

yards and four touchdowns  

in the Packers’ 43-34 win  

over the Vikings to start  

the 2020 season. Page 1B
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