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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 31 | Low 25  

Plenty of sunshine
More on 12A

Bowing out
Two Walworth County 

Board supervisors will 

not run for reelection in 

the spring, the county 

clerk’s office announced 

Tuesday. Page 3A

Chisholm left out
A legislative committee 

approved pay raises for 

every district attorney in 

the state—except for the 

one in Milwaukee County. 

Page 11A

Red Hawks fly  

past Vikings
Milton’s girls basketball 

team opened with a 10-2 

run against Janesville  

Parker on Tuesday on its 

way to a 63-25 win. Page 1B
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BELOIT

“It was like gold—we didn’t want to waste a sin-

gle drop of it.”

That’s how one health care worker in Rock 

County described the importance of getting 

COVID-19 vaccines late in 2020.

On Dec. 22, 2020, Beloit Health System began 

administering vaccines to prevent the spread of 

the COVID-19 virus in the city of Beloit. On Dec. 

27, SSM Health St. Mary’s Hospital in Janesville 

began administering vaccines to front-line health 

workers and first respondeers.

In the year since, Beloit Health System has 

administered a total of 30,222 vaccines and 39,461 

A year with COVID-19 vaccines

By Hillary Gavan

Adams Publishing Group

In light of an anticipated 

surge in COVID-19 cases in the 

coming weeks because of holi-

day-related gatherings and the 

omicron variant, Rock County 

Public Health Department offi-

cials are urging unvaccinated 

residents to get a poke over the 

holiday season at two upcoming 

free clinics available to anyone 

age 5 and older.

It might be an ideal time for 

adults and children to get vacci-

nated. Between Sept. 1 and Dec. 

20, there were 1,593 total cases 

of COVID-19 among school-aged 

children age 4 to 18 in Rock 

County, yet only 75 of those cases 

(or about 5%) were among fully 

vaccinated children, according 

to information released by the 

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A public-private solar power plant at the city 

of Janesville’s municipal landfill likely won’t get 

built anytime soon unless the cost and economics 

of such a project changes, a city official said.

Maggie Darr, operations director for the city 

of Janesville, said a consultant’s 

report heard by the city council last 

week provided “good news and bad 

news.”

The good news: It likely would 

be physically feasible to build and 

operate a 22-acre set of solar power 

arrays on a closed or capped sec-

tion of the city’s landfill off Black 

Bridge Road—or will be in a hand-

ful of years.

But the bad news is that the vast bulk of the 

project’s net cost—about $5.03 million—wouldn’t 

be recoverable under a 20-year operational model 

that assumes the city would sell power back into 

Alliant Energy’s power grid, according to a study 

the city ordered this fall from Madison consultant 

SCS Engineers.

Darr said SCS’s estimate of the city’s expense 

gave her and others a sense of “sticker shock.”

It assumes the city would develop about 7,200 

solar panels across 22 acres of landfill just north 

of Black Bridge Road at a cost of $5.4 million. That 

section of the landfill has been closed since 1986.

The project would bring online an initial 3 

megawatts of solar production—a relatively small-

scale project compared to many private solar proj-

ects that aim to develop hundreds or thousands of 

acres for solar use.

That would be just one of four potential landfill 

sites totaling about 80 acres in all that consultants 

said the city ultimately could develop for solar.

With about a mile of fiber optic communica-

tions lines needed between the landfill solar site 

and Alliant’s nearest electrical substation, Darr 

Time not right 
for solar panels 
at city landfill, 

official says

Above: DNR Wildlife Biologist Jason Cot-
ter coerces a final pheasant out of a hold-
ing cage Tuesday while stocking cap-
tive-raised ring-necked pheasants on the 
public hunting ground of the Evansville 
Wildlife Area, located south and east of the 
city of Evansville. This week marked the 
last of stocking for the hunting seasons 
and the holiday hunts. The DNR released 
75,000 pheasants throughout this season.
Left: Caged pheasants await their release.
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Restocking the fields

By Austin Montgomery

Adams Publishing Group

BLACK RIVER FALLS
The Ho-Chunk Nation is in the pro-

cess of amending its compact agree-

ment with the state of Wisconsin to 

allow sports betting, including at the 

yet-to-be-built Beloit casino, Adams 

Publishing Group has learned.

Ho-Chunk Nation Public Relations 

Officer Ryan Greendeer confirmed 

the amendment is currently in the 

works for the tribe’s compact agree-

ment with the state.

“We do anticipate (sports betting) 

will be offered at our facilities,” Green-

deer told The Beloit Daily News via 

email.
Ho-Chunk officials currently are 

waiting on the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs for a final ruling on its land 
fee-to-trust application related to the 
Beloit casino-resort project which is 
needed before construction of the 
casino can begin. The tribe previously 
said it plans to break ground on the 
Beloit project in the spring.

Ho-Chunk hopes to offer sports betting soon

Local health workers recall  
rollout’s exciting early days

Rock County still  
encouraging shots

Darr

Consultant: Proposal’s economics  
don’t make sense for city for now

RELATED
• Focus on testing: President Joe Biden announced Tuesday 

the federal government will provide 500 million rapid coronavirus test 
kits for free, among other efforts to stem the rising tide of omicron 
variant infections./8B

Nation in process of altering  
its compact with state
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