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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 42 | Low 27  

Very windy; 
clouds and sun

More on 5A

Test your Janesville 

sports acumen in quiz 
Former Gazette Sports Editor 

Dave Wedeward has put together 

a 25-question local sports trivia quiz  

to test the depth of your knowledge. 

Page 1B

County parks 

remain open
Though Gov. Tony Evers 

has closed a number of  

state parks, Rock County 

parks remain open,  

officials note. Page 3A

Agreement will cut 

world oil production
Russia, OPEC and other  

oil-producing countries agreed  

to cut production by about 10% 

in May and June to stabilize oil 

markets. Page 5B
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By Kim McDarison
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JANESVILLE
When you manage a 

family of 12 people, some 
aspects of the COVID-19 
pandemic can seem humor-
ous.

During the recent rush 
on toilet paper, Kim Mil-
ligan of Janesville said 
a neighbor gave her a 
12-pack, saying, “Now you 
have one roll for each mem-
ber of your family.”

When Gov. Tony Evers 
limited gatherings to 10 
people, Kim joked with her 
family that two of them 
would have to move out-
side.

With 10 children ages 2 
to 19 living at home, Kim 
said her everyday life in 
many ways prepared her 
to handle social distanc-
ing, including safer-at-
home strategies Evers put 
in place until April 24.

The Milligan children 
are home-schooled. Kim’s 
high school sweetheart and 
husband of 20 years, Mark, 
works from home, tuning 
pianos and fixing musi-
cal instruments for private 
customers and school dis-
tricts. Kim manages them 
all and describes herself as 
well-organized and thrifty.

The family owns a 
15-person van to transport 
people and supplies.

The last few weeks hav-
en’t been easy. But while her 
kids miss social activities 
and friends, Kim said she 
feels hopeful about positive 
activity in her community.

“People are home and 

have more time to focus on 

what really matters,” she 

said.

Kim said her family 

members often ride bikes 

through their neighbor-
hood. They wave to friends 

from a distance and leave 

supplies on the doorstep of 

a neighbor who is self-iso-
lating.

Neighbors making trips 

to the store call Kim to see 

if her family needs supplies. 

Kim said she finds reassur-
ance in those offers.

Big family dreams
The couple always 

wanted a large family, Kim 

said.

“My mom was number 

seven of 12 kids. I grew up 

with lots of family around,” 

she said.

In high school, she said, 

“We both had this ideal of 

what life would be like—full 

of family play. We weren’t 

thinking about the laundry 

and making meals.”

Mark and Kim attended 

separate colleges for a year. 

Then Hogan, described by 

Kim as “our honeymoon 

baby,” was born.

Today, the family 

includes Hogan, 19; Owen, 

17; Leannora, 15; Nikao, 

14; Abel, 12; Shiloh, 11; 

Geldan, 9; Willy, 7; Ian, 4, 

and Bennett, 2. They all 

live in a 2,200-square-foot, 

four-bedroom house.

Kim said she became 

interested in home-school-

ing early on. She developed 

curriculum using materials 

she collected online and 

Submitted photo
The Milligan family, not in pictured order, includes parents 
Mark and Kim and children Hogan, 19; Owen, 17; Leannora, 
15; Nikao, 14; Abel, 12; Shiloh, 11; Geldan, 9; Willy, 7; Ian, 4, 
and Bennett, 2.

By Laura King

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON
Senior U.S. health officials and 

some governors on Sunday warned 
against a too-rapid easing of restric-
tions put in place to combat the 
new coronavirus, while President 
Trump’s wished-for Easter date for 
reopening the economy passed with 
most Americans remaining at home.

Following a week in which the 
U.S. death toll from COVID-19 soared 
above 20,000—a doubling of the 
fatality total a week earlier—there 
were growing signs that the numbers 
of new hospitalizations and patients 
needing critical care were easing, 
even in New York, which accounts 

for about half of the country’s diag-

nosed cases.

In an Easter message, Trump tele-

graphed his continued hopes for a 

quick end to stay-at-home restric-

tions that have largely shuttered the 

U.S. economy. That has propelled job-

lessness to levels not seen since the 

Great Depression, with more than 16 

million people seeking unemploy-

ment benefits.

“Right now, we’re keeping separa-

tion; we’re getting rid of the plague,” 

the president said in a video posted 

on Twitter. “But we’re winning the 

battle, we’re winning the war—we’ll 

be back together in churches, right 

next to each other.”

Since dropping his Easter 

goal, which Trump now says was 

“aspirational,” the president has 

repeatedly mentioned May 1, less 

than three weeks away, as a new tar-

get for starting to ease restrictions.

But public health officials and 

experts inside and outside the gov-

ernment sought to dampen expecta-

tions for any dramatic “light switch” 

moment, as Dr. Anthony Fauci, the 

government’s top infectious-dis-

eases specialist, put it.

At best, Fauci said, April 30—

when the guidelines Trump put in 

place expire—will be a time to reas-

sess whether any slow easing could 

begin.

“We are hoping by the end of the 

month we can look around and say, 

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Mess and grime are the ordinary 

lot of school custodians.

They are also used to the germs 

left behind. Seasonal influenza, 

colds and pink eye—not to mention 

boogers and gum stuck to the bottom 

of chairs— also are part of their work.

Now these essential workers also 

have to deal with COVID-19, a bug 

that, like many viruses, can survive 

for “several hours to days” on certain 

surfaces, according to the National 

Institutes of Health and the Centers 

for Disease Control.

Bill Samborski, custodial man-

ager for the Janesville School Dis-

trict, said his custodians are taking 

every precaution and are following 

social distancing rules.

They also are adjusting and read-

justing to circumstances that are con-

stantly changing. For instance, they 

don’t know if or when the schools will 

re-open, and they must keep track 

of staff, such as teachers, who come 

into the schools occasionally, and 

food service workers, who come in 

every day of the week. It’s the custo-

dians’ jobs to be on the front line of 

sanitizing all used surfaces.

“We’re usually flexible, but now, 

we have to be very, very flexible,” 

Samborski said.

Here’s the challenge: The district 
has 59 full-time people and 27 part-
time people who clean 2.25 million 
square feet of space each week and 
attend to a variety of other duties 
such as snow removal near the school 
entrances, delivering supplies and 
conducting security checks during 
openings and closings of the build-
ings.

Now, their routine includes regu-
lar sanitizing of furniture, door  and 
cabinet knobs, handles, surfaces,  
athletic equipment and facilities, 
eating areas, commons and offices,  
lockers, benches and ledges every-
where.

During summer, custodians do 
their usual cleaning during sum-
mer school along with deep clean-
ing that includes stripping and 

Safer 
by the dozen?
Janesville family has to be strategic 

with 10 children at home in pandemic

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Head custodian Hannah Pautsch cleans the surfaces on every item possible inside a sixth-grade classroom in Marshall 
Middle School in Janesville last week. The custodial crew initially began with regular disinfecting of the school because of 
COVID-19, but now that students are not returning, staff members also have started some of their regular summer clean-
ing and maintenance tasks.

Health officials caution against talk of quickly reopening businesses

Debating a restart

Cleaning contingencies
School custodians  

dealing with sanitizing 
routines, shifting plans
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