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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Michael J. Bailey
•Edwin D. Harnack
•Iris I. LaMour
•Loren K. Mayfield
•Doris S. Rudisill

•Stanley M. Schaefer
•Frank H. Story
•Jared Paul Swanson
•Kenneth Lloyd Westby

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 41 | Low 31  

Low clouds
More on 7A

$400 billion farm bill passes
After the Senate approved the legislation 

Tuesday, the House followed suit  

Wednesday, leaving it up to President 

Trump to sign it into law. Page 6B

Set your dials
Stage One picks lesser-known 

‘The Bishop’s Wife’ for WCLO 

holiday radio broadcast. 

kicks, inside

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Even if the governor eases oversight 

for companies that get state tax-incen-

tive packages, one city of Janesville of-

ficial said local oversight won’t change 

for companies getting city help.

Economic Development Director 

Gale Price said the city crosschecks 

tax-incentive deals every year to make 

sure companies meet benchmarks for 

job creation.

If the companies fall short, the city 

can and sometimes does claw back in-

centives.

“If they don’t hit the (job) number, 

they get an invoice for that portion 

of the debt service the city lays out in 

promissory notes for,” Price said. “It’s 

pretty rare that we have to send out 

invoices on those. But, you know, we’ll 

probably send out four or five a year. 

But it’s nominal because it’s spread out 

over 10 years. It’s sometimes maybe 

$300 per job.”

The Wisconsin Economic 

Official: State changes wouldn’t affect city’s tax-incentive oversight

Price

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

EDGERTON

D
avid Hataj was one of 
those shop kids.

Relegated to class-
rooms at the end of long hall-
ways, these students in some 
schools are offered technical 
college as a consolation prize, a 
second-best choice to four-year 
college.

They live in the demeaning 
worlds of “justs” that dimin-
ish confidence: just technical 
college, just a mechanic, just a 
carpenter, just a mason.

Hataj’s journey from those 
hallways led to him becoming 
president and co-owner of 
Edgerton Gear. He recently was 
named the Blackhawk Technical 
College distinguished alumnus 
for 2018. At one point in his 
varied career, Hataj studied at 
Blackhawk to be a machinist.

Edgerton Gear is a precision 
machine shop that specializes 
in making smaller batches of 
standard, custom or reverse-en-
gineered components.

The news release from Black-
hawk Tech uses such phrases 
as “demonstrating the value of 
technical college education” and 
“testament to life-long learning” 

to describe Hataj.
His legacy should include 

reclamation of the word “crafts-
man.”

Hataj has worked at Edger-
ton Gear for 25 years. He started 
there as a teen but left home to 

become a minister.

“I did not want to be a ma-

chinist,” Hataj said. “I thought, 

‘Why would I want to do that?’”

He wasn’t good at school.

Character actor

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
David Hataj holds his dog, Thor, at Edgerton Gear. Hataj was named a distinguished alumnus of Blackhawk 
Technical College. Thor is in training to be the shop dog.

Brennan Deegan operates a CNC lathe at Edgerton Gear. Deegan 
started in the Craftsmen with Character course that Edgerton Gear 
president and co-owner David Hataj created with Edgerton High School 
technical education and engineering teacher Joe Mink.

Governor considering bill to alter how WEDC functions

Turn to INCENTIVES on Page 7A

By Larry Neumeister and Tom Hays

Associated Press

NEW YORK
Michael Cohen, President 

Donald Trump’s one-time fix-

er, was sentenced Wednesday 

to three years in prison for 

crimes that included arranging 

the payment of hush money to 

conceal his boss’ alleged sexual 

affairs, telling a judge that he 

agreed time and again to cover 

up Trump’s “dirty deeds” out of 

“blind loyalty.”

Separately, the legal and po-

litical peril surrounding Trump 

appeared to deepen when pros-

ecutors announced that anoth-

er major piece of the investiga-

tion had fallen into place: The 

parent company of the National 

Enquirer acknowledged dis-

pensing some of the hush mon-

ey in concert with the Trump 

campaign to fend off a scandal 

that could have damaged his bid 

for the White House.

Cohen, 52, shook his head 

slightly and closed his eyes as a 

judge pronounced his sentence 

for evading $1.4 million in tax-

es, lying about Trump’s business 

dealings in Russia and violat-

ing campaign-finance laws in 

buying the silence of adult film 

actress Stormy Daniels and 

Playboy centerfold Karen Mc-

Dougal, who claimed they had 

sex with the candidate. Cohen 

and federal prosecutors have 

said the payments were made at 

Trump’s direction to influence 

the election.

“Time and time again, I felt 

it was my duty to cover up his 

dirty deeds rather than to listen 

to my own inner voice and my 

moral compass,” said a choked-

up Cohen, a lawyer who once 

boasted he would “take a bul-

let” for Trump. “My weakness 

can be characterized as a blind 

loyalty to Donald Trump, and 

I was weak for not having the 

strength to question and to re-

fuse his demands.”

The twin developments rep-

resented a double dose of bad 

news for the president, who 

ignored reporters’ questions 

about Cohen during an appear-

ance at the White House later 

in the day.

BTC honors creator of Edgerton’s Craftsmen with Character program

Cohen sentenced  
to 3 years, places 
blame on Trump

Working with Edgerton High School technical education teacher  

Joe Mink, David Hataj created a 16-week curriculum called Craftsmen 

with Character, which is designed to introduce students to modern  

manufacturing and to develop soft skills such as making eye contact  

and dressing and acting in a professional manner.

Associated Press
Michael Cohen, second from right, arrives at a federal courthouse with 
his family Wednesday for his sentencing for tax evasion, lying to Con-
gress and violating campaign finance laws.

President’s former lawyer to go to prison  
for paying out hush money during campaign
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