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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•James Thomas Christensen
•Gerald D. Lambert
•LaVerne “Vern” Luchsinger Sr.
•William Ondonis McBride

•Lisa A. Schroeder
•Alan C. Smith
•Della May Stuckey

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 23 | Low 12  

Very cold; a bit  
of p.m. snow
More on 7A

Trump, Kim meet
US president looking for 

‘right deal’ in talks with 

North Korean counterpart. 
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Classical meets 

classic rock
Beloit Janesville Symphony 

Orchestra to team with Tom 

Petty tribute band for show 

in June. kicks, inside

quick kicks

kicks
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Food & Drink

A world of flavors awaits diners 

at The Globe in downtown Madison. 
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being 

Petty

being 

Petty
BJSO stepping outside the box  

to perform with Petty tribute band 

at the Coronado in Rockford

MUSIC

Music masters

The best and brightest 

musicians from the city’s 

various schools will put 

their talents on display 

during the Janesville 

School District honors 

band and orchestra 

concert from 7 to 9 p.m. 

tonight at the Janesville 

Performing Arts Center, 

408 S. Main St., Janesville.

Cost is $7, with a 

portion of all proceeds 

benefiting the honors 

music program.
For more information, 

visit janesvillepac.org.

HOLIDAY

Lead-in to Lent

“Laissez les bons temps 

By Jim Dayton

jdayton@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

T
he first thing I noticed was 
how slick the undersides of 
my rented skis were, even on 
a thin layer of snow on the 

wet pavement next to my car.

I had never been on skis before. 

The introduction reminded me of 

what it’s like when my foot slides 

forward unexpectedly when I step on 

a patch of ice.

I braced myself for the daunting, 

exhilarating uncertainty of the next 

few hours.

I went to Rockport Park last week 

to meet Rich Bostwick, a volunteer 

with Friends of Rockport Park who 

helps maintain the park’s ski trails. 

An avid skier, Rich was there to teach 

me how to cross-country ski so I could 

write about it.

This meeting was nearly a month 

in the making. Weather derailed our 

plans multiple times—too much snow, 

too little snow, too cold, too icy. When 

Into a groove

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Janesville School District officials say they 

are not allowed to reveal if a teacher charged 

with fourth-offense intoxicated driving faced 

consequences for his earlier convictions.

Dennis H. Brunner, 50, of 3316 Afton Road, 

Janesville, also is charged with 

threatening a law enforcement 

officer and resisting arrest.

Brunner is on paid leave from 

his teaching job pending the 

outcome of court proceedings, 

and his state teaching license 

appears to be in jeopardy.

He has worked with the 

Janesville School District since 

1995 and is a physical education 

teacher at Madison Elementary School, said 

Patrick Gasper, school district communications 

specialist.

State Department of Public Instruction on-

line records show Brunner has a “lifetime li-

cense” to teach and is qualified to teach physical 

education and coach athletics from prekinder-

garten to 12th grade.

The charges stem from an incident Saturday 

when Janesville police responded to a report 

of a man down. Police found Brunner in his 

driveway, passed out at the wheel of his car with 

the engine still running, according to a criminal 

complaint filed in Rock County Court.

Brunner later ignored police instructions to 

stay in his car and became aggressive toward of-

ficers. When they told him he was being placed 

under arrest, he refused to put his hands in the 

air and was “physically resistant,” according to 

the complaint.

By Mary Clare Jalonick,  

Eric Tucker, and Michael R. Sisak

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

In a damning depiction of Donald 

Trump, the president’s former lawyer cast 

him Wednesday as a racist and a con man 

who used his inner circle to cover up po-

litically damaging allegations about sex 

and who lied throughout the 2016 election 

campaign about his business interests in 

Russia.

Michael Cohen, who previously pleaded 

guilty to lying to Congress, told lawmakers 

that Trump had advance knowledge and 

embraced the news that emails damag-

ing to Hillary Clinton would be released 

during the campaign. But he also said he 

had no “direct evidence” that Trump or his 

aides colluded with Russia to get him elect-

ed, the primary question of special counsel 

Robert Mueller’s investigation.

Cohen, shaking off incessant criticism 

from Republicans anxious to paint him as 

a felon and liar, became the first Trump 

insider to pull back the curtain on a version 

of the inner workings of Trump’s political 

and business operations. He likened the 

president to a “mobster” who demanded 

blind loyalty from underlings and expect-

ed them to lie on his behalf to conceal infor-

mation and protect him—even if it meant 

breaking the law.

“I am not protecting Mr. Trump any-

more,” Cohen declared.

Cross-country skiing instills  
appreciation for winter—and falling

Cohen captivates with testimony
Former Trump attorney calls president a ‘con man’

Whether teacher 
was disciplined 

after prior cases 
is unknown

Brunner

Above: Gazette reporter 
Jim Dayton leans into a 
slope on the cross-coun-
try skiing trails in 
Janesville’s Rockport 
Park on Feb. 20. Left: Rich 
Bostwick leads Dayton on 
a few laps around a flat 
learning track Bostwick 
prepared at Rockport 
Park.

Photos by Angela Major 
amajor@gazettextra.com

Janesville school officials say they 
cannot disclose such information
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