
Cannon fodder
The Tampa Bay Buccaneers 

scored 38 straight points in 

their game Sunday to hand 

the Green Bay Packers their 

first loss of 2020. Page 1B

Data disclaimer
The Rock County Public 

Health Department said it 

had  been receiving positive 

virus test results faster than 

negative results, skewing 

recent data. Page 3A
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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Aletha J. (Cookson) Ash
•Bonnie L. Clapper
•Vivian “Marie” Luebke
•George David “Dave” Patrick

•Earnest G. Precourt
•Hailey R. Richardson
•Malcom E. Skinner Sr.
•Vicky A. Stone

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 44 | Low 31  
Cloudy and chilly
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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Several thousand people 

turned out Saturday to hear 

President Donald Trump give 

a speech in which he boosted 

law enforcement, called Demo-

crats “sick” and the media “cor-

rupt,” and touted his own good 

health and a set of new medical 

treatments he said helped him 

recover from his recent bout with 
COVID-19 within days.

Trump’s message leaned 
heavily on pro-law enforcement 
themes while giving only brief 
glimpses into his own health after 
being sick with the novel corona-
virus earlier this month.

Trump also downplayed recent 
spikes in COVID-19 in such states 
as Florida and Texas, places that 
he said made turnarounds later 
on, and suggested that fully 
reopening local and state econo-
mies would outweigh any adverse 
effects of the virus.

The president delivered his 
remarks in front of an overflow 
crowd of several thousand at an 
hourlong, fly-in speech outside a 
private hangar at the Southern 

Wisconsin Regional Airport in 

Janesville—the largest commu-

nity in a region of southcentral 

Wisconsin health officials said 

has become a cauldron of new 

COVID-19 infections.

The rally came about a week 

after Trump emerged from a 

short hospitalization and a White 

House quarantine after his infec-

tion apparently ran its course. 

The president had planned to 

visit Janesville earlier but can-

celed his visit after he tested pos-

itive for the virus.

It also came after health offi-

cials reported a record jump in 

new novel coronavirus cases 

in Wisconsin on Thursday and 

Trump stumps in Rock County

Associated Press
President Donald Trump speaks during a campaign rally at Southern Wis-
consin Regional Airport in Janesville on Saturday.

President’s speech 
pitched as address 

on law enforcement

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

At dusk Friday in the heart 

of downtown Janesville, a set of 

automated lights under the bridge 

decks flashed brilliant blues, reds 

and purples off the surface of the 

Rock River.

The lights produced a brighter 

display of color than even the blaz-

ing autumn leaves on trees down-

town. They’re one of the showiest 

attractions at the new Mick & Jane 

Gilbertson Family Heritage Pedes-

trian bridge and ARISE East Side 

Town Square on the riverfront in 

downtown Janesville.

The city and private stakehold-

ers who for years have worked 

toward the multi-million dol-

lar addition to the existing town 

square on the river’s west side cel-

ebrated the grand opening of the 

square and the bridge, a public-pri-

vate revitalization effort more than 

a year in the works.

Larry Squire, a Janesville bank 

executive and one of the private 

stakeholders in the revitalization 

project, told a crowd of a few hun-

dred that the scene Friday night, 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Ava Pennycook took a drink 

of flavored water and realized it 

tasted like nothing at all while 

on her way to see a doctor for 

what she thought was mononu-

cleosis.

She had been fatigued, dizzy, 

nauseous and in pain for about 

six days.

On July 25, Ava learned she 

was positive for COVID-19, not 

mononucleosis.

She is still experiencing 

symptoms three months later.

And she’s not alone.

Ava, a 15-year-old Parker 

High School sophomore, is what 

doctors consider a COVID-19 

long hauler.

Long haulers experience 

symptoms of the disease for 

weeks and months after being 

infected with the novel corona-

virus.

Although no longer con-

tagious, long haulers live for 

months with much of the pain, 

discomfort, mental health issues 

and stigmas associated with the 

disease that has infected more 

than 7 million people across the 

country.

Ava is opposite the profile 

many people associate with 
COVID-19 sufferers: She is 
young, athletic, healthy and 
had no pre-existing health con-
ditions prior to being infected, 
her mom Amy Pennycook said.

Mark Mounajjed, infectious 
diseases specialist at Mercy-
health, said the risk of becom-
ing seriously ill from COVID-19 
looms for everyone.

It is inaccurate to believe 

COVID-19 only harms the 

elderly or sick, Mounajjed said.

Young people and healthy 

people have lower chances of 

becoming very ill, but it remains 

possible, Mounajjed said.

Doctors are unsure why some 

people become long haulers and 

others do not, Mounajjed said.

The uncertainty around 

COVID-19 is why people should 

remain cautious and abide by 

safety guidelines such as wear-

ing masks and social distancing, 

Mounajjed said.

Ava said everyone should take 

COVID-19 seriously because her 

experience has changed her life 

dramatically.

“You really don’t want it 

(COVID-19),” Ava said.

Teen faces long-haul COVID-19

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Ava Pennycook, a 15-year-old competitive cheerleader from Janesville, tested positive for COVID this sum-
mer. Months later, she is still feeling symptoms that are holding her back from cheering, school and learn-
ing how to drive. She’s what’s considered a long hauler, something doctors are just starting to learn about.

Previously healthy 
cheerleader fell ill  

in middle of summer

Enlightened 
path opens 

in Janesville
City officials christen  
new pedestrian bridge
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