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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 58 | Low 35  
Some sun with a 
shower in places

More on 9A

Back on track
After a six-game skid, the 

Brewers beat the Marlins 

twice over the weekend, 

including a 2-1 win Sunday 

to return home with a 

winning streak. Page 1B
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Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ..........22 +3 16,003
Deaths ........0 0 170
 Total Change
Hosp. .....24 (May 5) +7 (from April 28)
Sunday’s positivity rate: 17%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
A girl abducted in 

Honduras two years ago 
recently turned up in 
Rock County, where the 
YWCA played a key role 
in returning her to her 
mother.

Ginna Isunza, the 
YWCA’s immigrant out-
reach director, said it was 
an exhausting, emotional 
experience for her and 
the mother.

“When we first talked, 
she cried for like 30 min-
utes,” Isunza said. “We 
told her we were going to 
work to send her back to 
her. She was crying and 
saying, ‘Thank you, Lord! 
God helped me. God lis-
tened to my prayers.’”

The YWCA, which 
offers a shelter for bat-
tered women, child care, 
support for immigrants 
and victims of abuse, 
among other services, 
heard about the case 

from a client.
The client told them 

a man had asked her 
to babysit his 2½-year-
old daughter. Two weeks 
later, the man had not 
returned. The woman 
came to Isunza in Janu-
ary.

Isunza began asking 
questions. “I was con-
cerned with her being so 
little. My question was, 
where’s the mom? What 
happened to the mom?”

The father had left a 
Honduran birth certifi-
cate that listed the moth-
er’s name. Isunza called 
the Honduran consulate 
in Chicago.

The consulate con-
tacted the Honduran 
agency that provides 
child protective services.

Isunza also turned 
to social media in the 
search for the girl’s 
mother.

“I found a picture of 
someone that looked like 

‘The case I put 
my heart in’

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Ginna Isunza, immigrant outreach program director for 
YWCA Rock County, stands inside her office building for 
a portrait last week. Isunza recently played a key role in 
returning an abducted Honduran girl to her mother.

By Christopher Rugaber

AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON

The anticipation for the U.S. 

jobs report for April, released 

Friday morning, was high.

Most experts agreed that 

after a yearlong pandemic, tens 

of millions of layoffs and wide-

spread disease and death, a 

likely second straight month 

of nearly 1 million added jobs 
would send a clear signal: The 
economy was bounding back 
toward full health after a devas-
tating recession.

Instead, the report was a 
clunker. To nearly everyone’s 
surprise, employers added a 
comparatively paltry 266,000 
jobs, down drastically from a 
gain of 770,000 in March, which 
itself was revised down from an 
initially much higher figure of 
916,000.

Once the shock wore off, 
economists grappled with a 
host of questions, starting with: 
What happened last month—
and why? What did the tepid 

hiring gain say about the state 
of the job market and the econ-
omy? And is there really a labor 
shortage?

Q: So why was the job gain 
so low?

A: The broadest explana-
tion is that any time an 

economy has to recover from 
a severe shock, it isn’t likely 
to proceed smoothly. But the 
pandemic could be causing a 
broader reshaping of the econ-
omy as companies, workers 
and customers adapt to a new 
normal. Month-to-month job 
gains will be choppy. In fact, the 
swiftness and strength of the 

recovery so far are themselves 
part of the cause.

Consumer confidence has 
surged, and many companies 
report soaring demand as Amer-
icans unleash pent-up desires 
to travel, eat out, and shop. 
Sales of new cars and homes 
are still rising. Yet because the 
economy is rebounding faster 
than almost anyone thought it 
would, many companies were 
caught flat-footed. Surging con-
sumer demand has caused wide-
spread shortages of parts and 
raw materials, including lumber, 
semiconductor chips and even 
chicken wings.

Now workers themselves can 

be added to the list of short-

ages. Companies are advertising 

more jobs than they were before 

the pandemic when the unem-

ployment rate was a 50-year low 

of 3.5%. So they clearly want to 

add workers. Yet hiring stum-

bled in April because many 

employers couldn’t attract as 

many as they needed.

Q: Why aren’t employers able 
to hire more easily?

A: There are several possi-
ble reasons: Millions of 

people avoided looking for a 

job in April because they feared 

Underwhelming April jobs report raises questions about recovery
Observers expected 

better hiring numbers  
in report released Friday

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Rock County could purchase 

Camp Indian Trails and turn it into a 

county park with camping for youth 

groups.

A detailed report that lays out the 

idea is on the agenda of the county 

board’s Public Works Committee 

meeting scheduled for Tuesday.

The report suggests the purchase 

cost could be between $1.2 million 

and $1.6 million.

Committee Chairperson Rick 

Richard said the county is expecting 

around $31 million from the federal 

American Rescue Plan legislation, 

and it appears some of that money 

could help with the purchase.

“The opportunity for the county 

to acquire 180 wooded and recre-

ational acres on the Rock River and 

County could buy camp
Rock County 
is considering 
whether to buy 
Camp Indian 
Trails, located on 
the Rock River 
between Janes-
ville and Edger-
ton, and turn it 
into a park.

Gazette file photo 
by Ann Fiore

Plan would be to turn  
Boy Scouts facility  

into Rock County park

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
The boys WIAA state cross country race begins Saturday at Blackhawk Golf Course in Janesville. The WIAA typically holds 
the state cross country meet in Wisconsin Rapids in the fall, but the organization picked Janesville to host the final event 
of the alternate fall cross country season. Story, including results for local runners, on Page 1B.

Alternate fall season cross country champs crowned in JanesvilleYWCA Rock County helps reunite 
Honduran mother with her daughter

Turn to CAMP on Page 9A

Turn to DAUGHTER on Page 9A

Turn to JOBS on Page 8A
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