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Trump backs away 

from quarantine idea
President Donald Trump said 

a ‘strong travel advisory’ would 

be issued for New York, New 

Jersey and Connecticut.  

Page 5B

Delavan alumni 

group to disband
The group, which has been 

together for more than 

50 years, has come to the 

end of the road, but the 

friendships remain. Page 2A

Craig’s Fieiras named

Gazette player of the year
The 5-9 junior led the Big Eight  

Conference in scoring and was  

selected to be The Gazette’s 2019-20 

area girls basketball player of the year.  
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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 48 | Low 39  
Showers around; 

windy, cooler
More on 5A
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By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Customers scurried through the 

aisles of Festival Foods in Janes-
ville on Saturday afternoon, some 
of them donning protective masks 
and gloves.

They scanned the shelves for toi-
let paper, bottled water, hand san-
itizer and other grocery items that 
have been a bit harder to stock up 
on due to the spread of COVID-19.

Meanwhile, one Festival Foods 
employee stocked shelves. Another 

wiped down 
the handles 
on grocery 
carts in the 
entryway. A 
third stood 
on a ladder 
as he cleaned 
a display.

G r o c e r y 
stores are 
being hit 

hard as one of the few essential busi-
nesses still open for in-person busi-
ness due to the stay-in-place order 
issued by Gov. Tony Evers.

Employees at Festival Foods say 
it can be scary at times to continue 
working, but they also know they 
play a large role in helping the com-
munity overcome the worldwide 
health scare.

“For me, no matter what’s going 
on, I just think it’s important to be 
there and bring a level of normalcy 
in a time that’s just not normal,” said 
Jamie Kent-Schneider, deli depart-
ment manager at the store.

“We have to do what we can to 
make people feel like life is as close 

to normal as it can be right now.”

The store continues to see a 

higher number of guests than it’s 

accustomed to, said Senior Director 

of Community Involvement Brian 

Stenzel.

The store’s online shopping ser-

vice, Click N Go, allows guests to sub-

mit an online shopping list, which 

can be picked up at the store. Sten-

zel said the number of customers uti-

lizing the service has more than dou-

bled with the spread of COVID-19.

Instacart is another option being 

utilized more often by customers. 

The company offers home delivery 

of groceries.

The demand for basic commodity 

items such as toilet paper remains 

high, but Stenzel said the store isn’t 

seeing a food shortage at this time.

As people continue to need gro-

ceries and a place to get them, Assis-

tant Store Director Tom Hayd said 

Festival’s employees are doing the 

best they can.

“Each day brings a new challenge. 

Associates have been great and very 

understanding with the ever-chang-

ing needs of the store and our guests. 

Associates are working in other 

departments that they have never 

worked in before and doing all new 

tasks that aren’t a part of their every-

day routine,” Hayd said. “It’s gratify-

ing to see us all come together and 

step in where we’re needed most and 

learn together along the way.”

The store has several hand wash-

ing/hand sanitizer stations set up 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

Everyone will feel anx-
ious at some point during 
the COVID-19 crisis, and 
that’s OK.

But anxiety, depres-
sion, stress and substance 
dependency will be worse 
for some than others, said 
Michelle Rose-Barajas, 
psychologist and manager 
at Mercyhealth Behavioral 
Health Clinic.

Staying connected, 
being educated, making 
plans and identifying signs 
of mental health conditions 
will be key in helping every-
one through the dark and 
uncertain time, Rose-Bara-
jas said.

The potential for 
increased suicides, inci-
dents of domestic violence, 
substance abuse and child 
abuse during the pandemic 
is high, Rose-Barajas said.

Janesville Police Chief 
Dave Moore said there was 
no immediate spike in such 
incidents in the initial days 
of the pandemic, but he is 
aware that could change.

Moore has dedicated a 
group of officers to work off-
site during the pandemic to 
support patrol officers in 
these incidents, he said.

Rock County Human 
Services is continuing to 
deliver essential mental 
health services during the 
pandemic, said Kate Luster, 
human services director.

The county is working to 
adapt many of its services 
to be done remotely to pre-
vent the spread of disease, 
Luster said in an email to 
The Gazette.

“Crisis intervention con-
tinues to be available 24 
hours a day, and our many 
other behavioral health 
programs have been work-
ing diligently to assure that 
client needs are assessed 
and met in an ongoing way,” 
Luster said.

Mercyhealth is continu-
ing emergency services for 
people experiencing men-
tal health crises, Rose-Bara-
jas said.

Regular mental health 
services are also continu-
ing, but many providers are 
using over-the-phone ser-
vices or telehealth to pro-
mote social distancing.

Rose-Barjas encourages 
everyone who receives 
mental health care to reach 
out to their providers and 
create a plan to continue 
services.

By Gopal Ratnam

CQ-Roll Call

WASHINGTON

States and local election juris-

dictions across the country are 

preparing for a surge in voting 

by mail this November stem-

ming from people’s reluctance to 

gather in crowds or even venture 

out if the coronavirus pandemic 

persists through late fall.

The switch to mail-in ballots 

is likely to heighten security chal-

lenges both on cyber and physi-

cal fronts

While many western states 

including Oregon, Washington, 

Colorado and parts of Califor-

nia already rely heavily on vote-

by-mail, states east of the Missis-

sippi are likely to see an increase 

in absentee voter requests and for 

vote-by-mail and are preparing 

for that, Ben Hovland, chairman 

of the Election Assistance Com-

mission, told CQ-Roll Call in an 

interview.

In conference calls with state 

officials, Hovland said he has 

heard them discuss changes in 

processes and procedures to pre-

pare for a surge in vote-by-mail 

and the risks that could stem from 

the shift.

“It adds to an already diffi-

cult job that state election offi-

cials face,” Hovland said. “People 

need to be aware of potential new 

risk vectors in as far as some juris-

dictions are talking about creat-

ing an online portal for voters to 

request mail-in ballots.”

“Voting by mail is not like 

flipping a switch,” Hovland said. 

“There may be as much work as 

running a polling place.”

States already have postponed 

presidential primaries because 

of fears of spreading the virus 

through polling places.

In the huge stimulus bill that 

the Senate has approved and 

awaits approval by the House 

to address the health and eco-

nomic effects of COVID-19, Con-

gress also has provided $400 mil-

lion in federal grants to the Elec-

tion Assistance Commission to be 

used to help states cope with the 

challenges they would face from 

an increased reliance on vote-by-

mail.

The federal grant is only a frac-

tion of what it might cost states 

to gear up for a switch toward 

mailed ballots. The Brennan 

Center for Justice has estimated 

that it would take as much as  

$2 billion to cast votes by mail as 

well as for proper sanitization of 

voting places.

House Democrats led by 

Speaker Nancy Pelosi on Mon-

day proposed providing as much 

as $4 billion in federal grants to 

the EAC. The money would be 

available for the agency to pro-

vide grants to states to help with 

“contingency planning, prepara-

tion, and resilience of elections,” 

Pelosi said in a statement. The 

proposal also would make it a 

Grocery workers help community through COVID-19 with food, stability

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Jamie Kent-Schneider works behind the deli counter Friday at Festival Foods in 
Janesville. ’I just think it’s important to be there and bring a level of normalcy in 
a time that’s not normal,’ Kent-Schneider said.

Workers who can’t
shelter in place.

COVID-19 will affect our mental health, 
a health official says. Here’s how to cope

Front lines

Pandemic pushes states to vote-by-mail, bringing new challenges
Switch could bring 

new security concerns
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