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By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Clusters of students stood 

outside Craig High School early 
Wednesday ahead of the first day 
of in-person instruction, and 
the excitement over a return to 
school was evident.

One student playfully pushed 
a friend she hadn’t seen in 
months. Others giggled while 
watching a cellphone video. 
Another student pulled the loops 
of his mask over his ears before 
heading up the school steps to 
find his first classroom.

For the first time in six 
months, students received edu-
cation in person Wednesday.

Most students said they were 
excited but also shared uncer-
tainty over how long face-to-face 
school would continue.

“It’s great that they’re offer-
ing so many options, but I think 
that school is definitely going to 
close, and I’m just trying to make 
the most of it right now,” Owen 
Templeton, a Craig senior, said.

Being able to learn in person, 

at least to start the year, was 

important to him because he 

learns better this way, he said.

“I’m excited to see my friends 

and teachers and to be able to 

have that connection with 

teachers that comes with learn-

ing in-person instead of online.”

Not everybody was happy 

to be back. One freshman, who 

asked not to be identified, said 

he wasn’t excited about going to 

school because his classmates 

are mean and he doesn’t like 

school work.

At Jackson Elementary 

School back in session

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Above: Fourth-grade student Brenna Gibbs gets off the bus on the first day of instruction at Jackson Ele-
mentary School in Janesville on Wednesday. Below left: Brandy Nightingale starts packing meals for each 
classroom at Jackson Elementary School. Students are served lunch at their desks. Below right: Violeta 
Robles-Herrara sits at her desk in her kindergarten classroom at Jackson. The desks are separated for social 
distancing. 
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bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
After George Floyd’s death in 

May at the hands of Minneapolis 

police, staff members at Black-

hawk Technical College decided 

they needed to do more to attract 

students of different racial and 

ethnic backgrounds.

Thus, the IDEAL Opportunity 

scholarship was born.

The scholarship—IDEAL 

stands for Inclusion, Diversity, 

Equity, Accessibility Launch—

will be given to two low-income 

students of color who also might 

be first-generation college stu-

dents.

It will cover the cost of tui-

tion, books, a stipend for liv-

ing expenses such as food and 

rent, support from a designated 

faculty member and a paid 

internship to an area company 

in the students’ career field.

The scholarship was inspired 

by Renea Ranguette, BTC’s vice 

president of administrative 

operations, who is Native Amer-

ican and a first-generation col-

lege student. Ranguette said the 

scholarships she received while 

in school had a lasting impact 

on her life and those of her chil-

dren and grandchildren.

Ranguette said she was an 

average student in high school 

and initially had no plans to go 

to college.

She found a new love for 

learning in college through a 

worker-in-training grant. It 

expired, but she applied for and 

received a scholarship to cover 

living expenses, and that was 
“instrumental” in helping her 
earn her college degree.

Lisa Hurda, director of the 
nonprofit Blackhawk Techni-
cal College Foundation, said the 
scholarship could be life-chang-
ing for recipients.

“This is like a scholarship on 
steroids to really make change 
happen in our community,” 
Hurda said. “I just can’t even 
express just how transforma-
tional this will be for these two 
students and others if we can 
make it last long term.”

The scholarship will be avail-
able to students in several pro-
grams: industrial maintenance 
mechanic, electromechanical 

Blackhawk Tech establishes diversity scholarship
TO DONATE

Area businesses or resi-
dents who want to donate to 
the scholarship program can 
email Lisa Hurda, director of 
the Blackhawk Technical Col-
lege Foundation, at Lhurda@
blackhawk.edu.

By Bill Barrow and Will Weissert

Associated Press

WILMINGTON, DEL.
Joe Biden is calling the strug-

gle to reopen U.S. schools amid 
the coronavirus a “national emer-
gency” and accusing President 
Donald Trump of turning his back 
to stoke passions instead about 
unrest in America’s cities.

The Democratic presidential 
nominee’s broadsides came a day 
ahead of his own trip to Kenosha, 
where Biden 
said he wants 
to help “heal” 
a city reeling 
from another 
police shooting 
of a Black man. 
The wounding 
of Jacob Blake 
and subsequent 
demonstrations 
have made the 
political battle-
ground state 
a focal point 
for debate over 
police and protest violence, as 
well as the actions of vigilante 
militias.

Biden assailed Trump for his 
vilifying of protesters as well as his 
handling of the pandemic that has 
killed nearly 190,000 Americans 
and crippled the national econ-
omy, leaving millions out of work, 
schools straining to deal with stu-
dents in classrooms or at home, 
and parents struggling to keep up. 
An American president, Trump’s 
challenger declared, should be 
able to lead through multiple cri-
ses at the same time.

“Where is the president? Why 
isn’t he working on this?” Biden 
asked. “We need emergency sup-
port funding for our schools—and 

Biden: 
Trump  
failing  
to lead

Former vice president 
to visit Kenosha,  

Blake family today

Associated Press
Democratic presidential candidate 
former Vice President Joe Biden 
speaks Wednesday in Wilmington, 
Del., about school reopenings.

For the first time  
since March, kids 
return to classes

College administrator 
received similar award 
during her schooling
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• Kenosha 

store owner 
irritated by 
Trump visit: The 
owner of a camera 
shop in Kenosha 
said President  
Donald Trump  
used his store  
for political gain  
without his  
permission./2A
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Vaccine action
The Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention 

advised states to be ready 

to distribute coronavirus 

vaccine by Nov. 1, raising 

questions. Page 6B

Lead dog
The Humane Society 

of Southern Wisconsin 

has hired a new  

executive director, 

who will begin work 

next week. Page 6A

Nothing easy
A pair of fouls in the final 

five seconds of Game 2, 

one benefiting each team, 

left the Bucks trailing in 

the Eastern Conference 

semifinals 2-0. Page 1B

http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=9e551e5a-25ac-5ec8-87a9-50b752c13eec
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=9e551e5a-25ac-5ec8-87a9-50b752c13eec
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=9e551e5a-25ac-5ec8-87a9-50b752c13eec
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6B&uuid=9e551e5a-25ac-5ec8-87a9-50b752c13eec
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6A&uuid=9e551e5a-25ac-5ec8-87a9-50b752c13eec
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1B&uuid=9e551e5a-25ac-5ec8-87a9-50b752c13eec

