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JANESVILLE

Linda  Cur fman 

proudly held her poster of 

President Trump, show-

ing it to cars passing on 

Centerway.

The Evansville woman 

was one of several people 

holding flags and signs 

and receiving apprecia-

tive honks—and a few 

middle fingers—before 

the “Wheelin’ for Trump” 

parade started Sunday.

Curfman glowed 

when asked about Trump 

but said she was wor-

ried about him as he 

remained hospitalized 

with COVID-19.

“I am very hopeful. 

And he’s such a fighter 

that I know he’s going to 

beat this and come out 

even stronger,” she said.

Curfman and her 

friend Sharon Haak of 

Milton didn’t wear masks 

and were often closer 

than 6 feet to others. They 

said they feel safe without 

masks when they are out-

doors.

At one point in the 

rally, about 11 people in 

the crowd of 70 could be 

seen wearing masks.

Curfman and Haak 

met in 2014 when Curf-

man was going door to 

door for former Gov. Scott 

Walker.

“There were very few—

that I knew of—Repub-

licans in Milton-Janes-

ville. I just wouldn’t let 

her go. She was my friend 

forever,” Haak said.

The event was organized by South-Central Trump 

Victory, which comprises Dodge, Jefferson, Walworth, 

Rock and Green counties.

Paraders drove pickup trucks and cars of various 
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JANESVILLE

Early indications are that more 

Rock County residents will vote in 

the upcoming elections than ever 

before.

Rock County Clerk Lisa Tollefson 

said about 76,000 people voted in 

the last presidential election in 2016, 

but the record is 81,509, in 2012.

“I think we’re going to be over 

that,” she said.

Tollefson gets the feeling 2020 

will be a record because of all the 

questions her office is getting from 

voters. She said she’s making sure 

she has enough ballots to handle a 

record turnout

“There’s a lot more people 

engaged in this election than I think 

there were in 2016,” Tollefson said.

Janesville City Clerk-Treasurer 

Dave Godek also thinks a record 

is possible. His data, going back to 

2000, shows the city’s highest turn-

out was 32,605, also in 2012.

That was the year of the June 

5 gubernatorial recall election, 

Godek noted. A lot of people reg-

istered to vote in June and were 

primed for the November vote.
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Democratic congressman 
Mark Pocan is seeking a fifth 
term representing the 2nd Con-
gressional District in the House 
of Representatives.

Peter Theron, a Republican 
from Madison, is challenging 
Pocan, as he has done twice in 
the past.

The 2nd District includes 
Dane and Green counties and 
more than half of Rock County, 
including Beloit but excluding 
most of Janesville.

The winner in the Nov. 3 elec-
tion will serve two years in the 
House.

Pocan, known for his liberal 
views, is co-chairman of the 
Congressional Progressive Cau-
cus. Theron said he is running 
“to solve problems and restore 
civility.”

The candidates responded to 
these questions. Responses were 
edited for brevity and clarity.

Q: What are the top two 
issues for 2nd District 

residents, and how would you 
address them?

Pocan: “COVID-19 and its 
impact on their health and our 
economy. I have long called for 
the president to utilize the full 
might of the federal government 
through the Defense Production 
Act and produce stockpiles of 
personal protective equipment 
and testing materials for every 
state.

“We need to expand our test-
ing, continue to wear masks in 
public and social distance, and 
we need to build out our con-
tact-tracing program across the 
state. I think taking a strong 
health care-focused approached 
to COVID-19 is the only way for 
our economy to fully reopen 
safely sooner. The Senate must 
also pass the HEROES Act we 
passed in the House to provide 
continued assistance to fami-
lies, extend unemployment aid 
and eviction moratoriums, pro-
vide state and local government 
with integral funding and sup-
port for small businesses.”

Theron: “The top issue is law 
and order. The second issue is 

Clerks foresee big turnout Pocan, 
Theron 
meet 
again
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JANESVILLE

A small group of activ-

ists marched from Beloit 

to Janesville on Satur-

day to add their voices to 

others across the country 

upset at the death Bre-

onna Taylor at the hands 

of Louisville, Kentucky, 

police.

Fourteen young and 

racially diverse marchers 

chanted on the last leg of 

the march on Janesville’s 

West Court Street.

“Black lives!” shouted 

organizer Yusuf Adama 

into a bullhorn.

“Matter!” the march-

ers responded.

“Say her name!” he 

yelled.

“Breonna Taylor!”

They wore masks and 

held onto a rope to help 

them keep their distance. 

Some said they developed 

blisters along the way.

The event was orga-

nized by Showing Up for 

Racial Justice, a national 

organization with a 

Beloit chapter.

Taylor died after suf-

fering multiple gunshot 

wounds when police 

burst into her apart-

ment March 13 as they 

executed a search war-

rant in a drug case. Many 

facts of the case are in dis-

pute, but news reports 

say there was no indi-

cation Taylor, an emer-

gency room technician, 

was involved in drug traf-

ficking.

The city of Louisville paid Taylor’s family $12 million 

and promised police reforms. No officer faces charges 

for Taylor’s death.

The event started with about 40 marchers and 

Politics on the move

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Members of the Beloit chapter of Showing up for Racial Justice cross the Court Street 
bridge in downtown Janesville during their march from Riverside Park in Beloit to the Rock 
County Courthouse in Janesville on Saturday. They were protesting the death of Brianna 
Taylor at police hands in Louisville, Kentucky, and asking for police reform.

Trump backers fly their flags 
during cross-county cruise

Frank Schultz/fschultz@gazettextra.com
Linda Curfman, right, of Evansville, holds a poster of President Donald Trump while waving 
to passing cars along West Centerway in Janesville. Curfman and her friend, Sharon Haak 
of Milton, center, participated in a parade of support through Rock County on Sunday.

MEET THE CANDIDATES
Because of the expected 

dramatic increase in early vot-
ing this year, The Gazette will 
run previews of local races in 
the daily paper in the coming 
days and weeks in lieu of a tra-
ditional election special sec-
tion. See Page 5A for stories 
on the 31st and 43rd state 
Assembly districts or read 
online at gazettextra.com 
/election.

Tollefson, Godek  
expecting records

Racial justice demonstrators  
walk from Beloit to Janesville

US House incumbent 
faces same challenger  

for the third time
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Elks prevail
Elkhorn outdueled 

Westosha in a 46-41 

Homecoming victory 

Friday. Page 1B

Brief emergence
As uncertainty persisted, 

President Donald Trump 

left the hospital for a 

short time Sunday, waving 

to supporters gathered 

outside. Page 7B
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