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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Debbie Haugan
•Kenneth Vernon Krumm
•Roger W. Luessenhop
•Robert “Bob” McCann
•Sundy B. McMurray

•James D. Paquin
•Eric “Porchy” Porter
•Gerald “Jerry” Staller
•George W. Strick

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 82 | Low 55  

Mostly sunny  
and beautiful
More on 7A

Dinner 

is served
Jail garden program  
welcomes public  
for annual dinner 
on sheriff’s office 
grounds. Page 3A
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in time

quick kicks
FESTIVALS

Patriotic party time

Love your freedom? Thank a 

veteran.
The perfect opportunity 

comes from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. 

Saturday, Aug. 3, at Traxler Park, 

600 N. Main St., Janesville. 

Dubbed  

Liberty 

Fest, 
this event 
serves as a 

celebration to 

raise awareness 

and funds for 

military person-

nel through the 

Veterans of For-

eign Wars’ Unmet 

Needs program.

In addition to a car show, craft 

fair, food trucks and beer tent, the 

festival will feature live music by 

bands including Rainbow Bridge, 

Spotted Dog, Torn Between, 

Switch Track Alley and Gary the 

Band. There are also bounce 

houses for the kids and fireworks 

at dusk.
Admission is free. For more 

information, search “Liberty Fest” 

on Facebook.

FOOD & DRINK

Hope for the wurst

Summer doesn’t get much 

better than an ear of fresh sweet 

corn and a juicy bratwurst. 

Get one (or more) of each 

during Elkhorn Corn & Brat 

Days from 

11 a.m. 

to 7 p.m. 

Friday, Aug. 

2, and 9 a.m. to 

5 p.m. Satur-

day, Aug. 3, at Vet-

erans Park in down-

town Elkhorn.

The festival also 

features crafters, bounce houses 

and slides for the kids and per-

formances by the Elkhorn Flying 

Dragons and Toe to Toe Ballet. 

For more information, call 

262-723-5788 or visit Elkhorn 

Chamber.com.

ARTS

August artists

Artisans of all types and dis-

ciplines converge on Janesville 

Sunday, Aug. 4, for the 62nd 

annual Tallman Arts Festival 

from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Rock 

 Society cam-

kicks
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Food & Drink

Restaurant reviewer Bill Livick says 

Little Taiwan Eats in Madison

packs a big flavor wallop. Page 8C

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

J
ANESVILLE—Jim 

Tropp had not seen the 

Disney film “Frozen” 

until a few weeks ago.

But during auditions for 

the upcoming Rock River 

Repertory Theatre Compa-

ny’s production of “Frozen 

Jr.,” Tropp, one of the show’s 

directors, noticed a particu-

lar passion coming from the 

kids involved.

“I realized in auditions 

how precious 

and personal 

this show is 

to people,” he 

said. “How 

important 

it was ... it is 

to them, by 

the way they 

were pre-

pared and how well they 

knew the characters.”

Tropp liked the 2013 

movie, by the way, and he’s 

now looking forward to 

the sequel coming out in 

November.

But much sooner than 

that will come the local pro-

duction, which is a con-

densed version of the Broad-

way show.

“Frozen Jr.” opens at 

7 p.m. Friday, Aug. 9, at 

Parker High School, and it 

will feature more shows that 

weekend and the one after.

Tropp is directing 

the show with Declan 

Boran-Ragotzy. Music 

and choreography will be 

run by Melissa Lentz and 

Boran-Ragotzy, respectively.

The cast of about 20 fea-

tures kids from local com-

munities such as Janesville, 

Beloit and Monroe, Tropp 

said.

Rock River Rep wanted 

to produce a children’s show 

this year, so it chose “Frozen 

Jr.” Along with the rights for 

a community theater group 

to put on the show, however, 

comes regulations (every-

one in the cast must be 18 or 

younger) and there are lim-

itations on ticket prices and 

Tropp

Turn to ‘FROZEN’ on Page 7Cin time 

Rock River Rep 

bringing Disney’s 

‘Frozen Jr.’ to stage

Penny Hazeltine photo

Abra Henry, left, stars as Elsa, 

and Morgan Stengel, right, as 

Anna, in Rock River Repertory 

Theatre’s upcoming produc-

tion of Disney’s ‘Frozen Jr.’

Anna and Elsa 

on stage
Rock River Repertory 
Theater bringing 
‘Frozen’ to life later 
this month.  
kicks, inside

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

MONROE
Janesville native Toby Kubler found 

his wife, Aimee, dead at the side of the 
road in 2002.

The 28-year-old had been jogging 
near their home in the Dane County town 
of Primrose when she was hit by a pass-
ing car.

Nathan L. Leopold of Janesville was 
convicted of homicide by negligent driv-
ing and hit-and-run involving death. He 
was sentenced to five years and seven 
months in prison.

Kubler participated in a restorative 
justice program in which he met Leop-
old, and Leopold asked for forgiveness.

Kubler forgave him, and Leopold 
agreed never to drive drunk again and 
always carry a picture of Aimee in his 
wallet to remind him to be careful when 
driving.

Then, on October 20, 2017, it hap-
pened again.

Leopold crossed the centerline on 
Highway 11 between Brodhead and 
Juda and crashed head-on into a vehi-
cle driven by David P. Leck, 70, of Juda.

Leck died, and Leck’s granddaughter, 
Emily E. Withee of Brodhead, then 12, 
was injured.

“When I found out he killed another 
person, I felt responsible, and my mind 
flashed back,” Kubler said in a telephone 
interview this week from his home in 
Hawaii.

Kubler recalled evidence that sug-
gested Leopold was drunk when he killed 
Aimee in 2002. He now regrets not push-
ing Dane County authorities to pursue 
drunken-driving charges and to take the 
matter to a jury.

For the 2017 death of Leck, Leopold 

pleaded no contest in May to homicide by 

driving with a restricted controlled sub-

stance in his blood, a felony, and caus-

ing injury by driving with a restricted 

controlled substance in his blood, a mis-

demeanor.

Leopold admitted to smoking 

A tragedy on repeat

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
The family of David Leck reacts as statements of other family members are read aloud during a sentencing hearing for Nathan Leop-
old at the Green County Justice Center in Monroe on Wednesday. Leopold killed Leck in an intoxicated-driving crash in 2017.

Above: Nathan Leopold 
enters the courtroom for 
his sentencing hearing in 
Monroe on Wednesday. 
Leopold was sentenced 
to 15 years in prison and 
five years of extended 
supervision. Left: Hanna 
Withee, right, a grand-
daughter of David Leck, 
cries as her statement is 
read to the court.

Local officials meet experts;  
no final decision reached

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

ELKHORN
After flying in national drug court 

experts to give a training and mediate a 
discussion, some Walworth County officials 
wanted to leave Wednesday knowing if drug 
treatment court will continue or not.

But there was no resolution after the day-
long session, which at times became con-
tentious as some officials sought specific 
answers from District Attorney Zeke Wie-
denfeld, who said he might withdraw his 
support of the program.

The experts from New York and Oregon 
came as part of the National Drug Court 
Institute. After offering coaching on com-
munication skills, they suggested meeting 
to go over specific tasks within an agreed-
upon time.

In coming days and weeks, Wieden-
feld and the county’s four judges will meet 

Bringing in drugs from Canada 
has long been prohibited

By Ricardo Alonso-Zaldivar

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

The Trump administration said Wednes-

day it will create a way for Americans to 

legally and safely import lower-cost pre-

scription drugs from Canada for the first 

time, reversing years of refusals by health 

authorities amid a public outcry over high 

prices for life-sustaining medications.

The move is a step toward fulfilling a 

2016 campaign promise by President Don-

ald Trump. It weakens an import ban that 

has stood as a symbol of the political clout 

of the pharmaceutical industry.

But it’s unclear how soon consumers 

will see benefits because the plan has to 

US to allow  
imports of 
some meds

Janesville man sentenced to 15 years for a second vehicular homicide

Turn to REPEAT on Page 7ATurn to MEDICATIONS on Page 7A

Future 
of court 
program 

uncertain

WALWORTH COUNTY

Turn to COURT on Page 6A
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