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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Dorothy A. Bielas
•Howard “Bud” Cufaud
•Dwaine E. Giese
•Florence A. Hamilton

•Audrey A. Johnson
•Richard E. “Dick” La Monte
•David “Dale” Schliem Jr.
•Romana Zimmerman

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 75 | Low 52  

Partly sunny 
and warmer
More on 7A

Homers lift 

Brewers to win
Home runs from Eric 

Thames and Jesus Aguilar 

helped Milwaukee to a 5-3 

win in San Francisco.  

Page 1B

Retirees announced
The Janesville School District 

has announced the  

retirement of nine teachers 

and staff members at the 

end of the 2018-19 school 

year. Page 3A

Woodland holds off Koepka 

at US Open golf tourney
Gary Woodland won his first major, 

taking top prize at the PGA’s 119th  

US Open at Pebble Beach by staving off 

a challenge from defending champion 

Brooks Koepka. Page 1B, 3B

JANESVILLE

L
ast year, Rock County officials wanted 
to know what was causing delays in 
parents being reunited with children 
taken from them by Child Protective 

Services.
They suspected parents’ untreated ill-

nesses and disorders were part of it, but they 
didn’t have evidence.

A human services data analyst found the 
proof.

She pored 
over 175 case 
notes and con-
firmed offi-

cials’ suspi-
cions: 78% of parents 

whose children were removed  
had unmet mental health and/or sub-

stance abuse needs. They 
also had difficulty 
accessing care.

The discovery 
prompted the depart-
ment to reconsider 
its structure, communication and services. 
Officials used the analyst’s report to nab a 
$188,000, two-year grant to establish a family 
drug treatment court for parents whose chil-
dren have been removed by CPS.

The analyst, Kendra Schiffman, represents 
a growing trend in  
Rock County, where data analysis is surging. 

Officials say data paint a 

fuller picture  

of operations, tell sto-

ries about trends and foster effi-

ciency.

Data analysis, they say, is making a differ-

ence.

In coming months, the county administra-

tor’s office plans to hire an analyst to replace 

one of the two assistant to the administra-

tor positions. Three analysts have been hired 

since 2018—two filled positions that were 

eliminated—and by October, officials plan to 

implement a client-assessment data system 

for human services clients.

Cost and return
New software and 

staff aren’t without 

cost. The base salary 

for the county’s new  

analyst will be $55,583 annually. Schiffman 

is paid $67,526 a year, and new data software 

in the human services department will cost 

about $16,000 annually.

But researchers and officials say returns 

on investments in data can be exponential.

Jane Wiseman, CEO of the Institute for 

Excellence in Government and a senior fel-

low at the Harvard Kennedy School, said a 

local government in one case saw a 5-to-1 

return on investment by hiring personnel 

tasked with analyzing data.

$188,000 grant

78% of parents

175 cases

212 miles

Grade from 

1 to 10

10% increase
MEET ROCK COUNTY’S

NUMBER 
CRUNCHERS

The government analysts 
who convert data into action

By Nate Jackson • njackson@gazettextra.com

By Jill Colvin and Jonathan Lemire

Associated Press

NEW YORK

It was the escalator ride that would 

change history.

Four years ago on Sunday, Donald 

Trump descended through the pink mar-

ble and brass atrium of Trump Tower to 

announce his candidacy for president, the 

first step on a journey few believed would 

take him all the way to the White House.

Now, the president who loves to rem-

inisce about that “famous” Trump Tower 

moment is trying to recreate the magic as 

he formally launches his re-election bid 
Tuesday in Florida. Four years in, Trump 
still is echoing much of the same divi-
sive rhetoric he let fly when he ditched 
the speech prepared for that original cam-
paign kickoff.

His 2015 announcement, according to 
those involved in the effort, was a clas-
sic Trump production aimed at highlight-
ing all the things that made Trump, well, 
Trump: his brashness, his wealth and his 
skill for lighting rhetorical fires and watch-
ing the press scramble to respond.

Trump had been in Europe playing golf 
the week before his scheduled announce-
ment, with plans to return in time to go 

over remarks written by his ragtag team 

of early staffers.

“I get a call while he is in Europe and 

he asked, ‘What do you think about post-

poning this a little?’” recalled Sam Nun-

berg, an early campaign adviser. But the 

press already had been invited, trips to ear-

ly-voting states planned and the timing—a 

day after assumed front-runner Jeb Bush’s 

announcement—seemed ideal.

And there was fear among advisers that 

any delay would trigger talk of cold feet 

about a campaign some observers doubted 

would ever happen because Trump had 

already flirted with, but then bailed on, 

previous bids.

“I tell him, ‘We can’t do that. We have 

set this date. If we postpone it, it would 

be covered that you got cold feet and you 

would not be taken seriously,’” said Nun-

berg. “I told him that postponing would be 

like Madonna not performing at MSG on 

a show day,” referring to New York’s Mad-

ison Square Garden.

While some in Trump’s orbit suggested 

a return to Trump Tower for his re-election 

announcement, the president will head to 

Orlando—in a state he must win to secure 

a second term.

This time, there will be no need to 

hire actors. Trump and his campaign say 

100,000 tickets have been requested for 

Tuesday’s event at the 20,000-seat Amway 

Center. The event will feature a pregame 

show with food trucks, live music and 

jumbo screens to pump up the crowd.

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Paul Murphy, a Janesville 

bicycle enthusiast who is lead-
ing a local effort to galva-
nize downtown Janesville as 
an annual stop for the Tour of 
America’s Dairyland, used his 
hands to illustrate the work of 
bringing the pro bicycle racing 
circuit back this June.

He raised his hand to 
mid-forehead.

“We set the bar here last year,” 
Murphy said.

Then he lifted his hand two 
feet above his head.

“This year, the bar’s up here.”
So is the cash.
As the Town Square Gran Prix 

returns to downtown Janesville 
on June 25, local organizers are 
upping ante on payouts and bol-
stering the festivities for year 
two of a competitive bicycle race 
that made its first-ever stop in 
downtown Janesville last June.

Last year, the race-for-cash 
Gran Prix drew nearly 500 rac-
ers who circled a closed-loop 
street course downtown in front 
of crowds that topped 1,500 on 
a Tuesday, despite stormy after-
noon weather.

The Gran Prix flies again this 

year, again as a Tuesday side leg 

to the 11-day Tour of America’s 

Dairyland, a professional circuit 

criterium series run mainly out 

of the Milwaukee area.

Like last year, the Gran 

Prix will shut down a number 

of streets in the core of down-

town, surrendering a 13-block 

area along the riverfront all day 

to whining bike tires, clenched-

jaw racers in Lycra shorts, and 

scores of spectators clanging 

bike-race cowbells. 

Organizers say the Janesville 

races were a financial success 

last year, and sponsorships for 

the race this year were bounti-

ful enough to allow local orga-

nizers to significantly boost cash 

payouts racers can earn this year 

to a total purse of $25,000 for 

race day.

Meanwhile, downtown busi-

nesses along the race route are 

stepping up efforts to woo even 

bigger crowds than last year, 

organizers say.

The cash
This year, local organizers say 

they sought to boost the draw for 

racers by offering a total purse of 

$25,000. That’s an $8,000 boost 

over last year’s Gran Prix. Like 

Town Square Gran Prix organizers  
bring the cash for bike races’ second year

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Bicyclists make the turn onto South Parker Drive during their race of 
the Town Square Gran Prix in downtown Janesville on June 26, 2018. 
The event returns to downtown Janesville this year on June 25.

Upping the ante

4 years later, carefully orchestrated Trump campaign launch recalled
President expected to announce 2020 candidacy Tuesday
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