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The complications 

of legalizing pot
Michigan is discovering  

the challenges of legalizing 

recreational marijuana 

as it looks to changes 

coming in 2020. Page 5A

New gas station 

planned on west side
Plans for a gasoline station, 

convenience store at  

Washington Street and 

Memorial Drive have been 

announced. Page 3A

Brewer losing streak 

grows to five games
Yasiel Puig’s two-run homer 

helped Cincinnati to an 11-7 

win over Milwaukee at Miller 

Park on Friday night.  

Page 1B

Summer’s here, 
and so are the strawberries

By Patrick Marley

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON
The Wisconsin Supreme Court upheld 

lame-duck laws Friday that limit the power 

of the state’s new Democratic governor, 

handing Republicans a victory in one of 

several legal fights over the laws.

Two other lawsuits over the lame-duck 

laws are ongoing. The state Supreme Court 

is considering one and a federal judge the 

other.

In Friday’s 4-3 decision, conservatives 

on the state’s high court found lawmakers 

were allowed to bring themselves into ses-

sion in December to trim the authority of 

Gov. Tony Evers and Attorney General Josh 

Kaul just before they took office.

“The Wisconsin Constitution mandates 

that the Legislature meet ‘at such time as 

shall be provided by law.’ The Legislature 

did so,” Justice Rebecca Bradley wrote for 

the majority.

The League of Women Voters of Wis-

consin, Black Leaders Organizing for Com-

munities and Disability Rights Wisconsin 

in January sued over the lame-duck laws, 

arguing legislators had illegally approved 

them.

To pass the measures, legislators held 

what’s known as an extraordinary session, 

in which they bring themselves to the Cap-

itol when they’re not scheduled to be there.

The groups argued such sessions aren’t 

allowed because the state constitution says 

lawmakers can meet only when called into 

a special session by the governor or as 

provided by law.

Legislators have held extraordinary ses-

sions for four decades, but until now the 

practice hadn’t been challenged.

The groups sought to have the court 

declare all of the Legislature’s December 

actions invalid, including the Senate’s con-

firmation of 82 appointments made by for-

mer Gov. Scott Walker before he left office. 

The court’s majority rejected that request.

State law does not explicitly describe 

extraordinary sessions. Instead, it says 

lawmakers must create a work schedule 

Court upholds lame-duck session laws
4-3 decision affirms session 
was legitimate; two other 

lawsuits still ongoing

Right: Denisse Espinosa, 11, picks strawberries Friday at 
Skelly’s Farm Market in Janesville.

Below: Caden Watkins, 9,  fills a box with strawberries Fri-
day. The website for Skelly’s Farm Market reports that pick-
ing season is at its peak right now but adds a caution to call 
ahead to ensure their supply.

Photos by Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com

By Noah Bierman and Eli Stokols

Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON
President Donald Trump said Fri-

day he abruptly canceled a planned 
U.S. missile strike against three Ira-
nian targets “10 minutes before” it 
was set to launch because he was told 
the raid would likely kill 150 Iranians.

“We were cocked & loaded to retal-
iate last night on 3 different sights,” 

Trump tweeted. “When I asked, how 
many will die. 150 people, sir, was the 
answer from a General.”

Later in the day, in an interview 
with NBC News, Trump offered a 
somewhat different account, saying 
that he called off the strike about “30 
minutes” before it would have been 
irreversible.

The aborted U.S. attack was 
planned in retaliation for the Ira-
nian shoot-down before dawn Thurs-
day of an unarmed U.S. military sur-
veillance drone near the Strait of Hor-
muz, a crucial waterway for oil ship-
ping.

Iran said it launched a ground-to-
air missile because the unmanned air-
craft was in its airspace. The Pentagon 

said the jet-powered Navy drone was 

hit over international waters. Both 

sides offered competing maps and 

videos to buttress their claims.

Trump argued that the planned 

U.S. retaliation was “not proportion-

ate to shooting down an unmanned 

drone.” He suggested that he would 

not reverse his decision anytime soon, 

and that the U.S. was adding eco-

nomic sanctions instead.

“I am in no hurry, our Military 

is rebuilt, new, and ready to go, by 

far the best in the world,” he wrote. 

“Sanctions are biting & more added 

last night.”

The incident dramatically 

Trump: US was ‘cocked & loaded’
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Iran claims 
drone shot 
down here

U.S. claims 
drone shot 
down here

Iranian 12 nautical

mile territorial

boundary

U.S. officials say an RQ-4A Global Hawk drone was shot down by Iran. 
The two countries have disputed the exact location.

US drone shot down by Iran 

Oil tanker attacks
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Last-minute move 
praised for restraint, 

criticized for weakness 

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

Students continue to 

open enroll out of the 

Delavan-Darien and Beloit 

school districts in stag-

gering numbers—and the 

losses are costly.

In the 2018-19 school 

year, Delavan-Darien 

recorded a loss of 541 stu-

dents through open enroll-

ment, which accounted for 

about $4.4 million in lost 

revenue.

Beloit lost 585 students, 

costing the district about 

$4.3 million in revenue.

Open enrollment penal-

ized those districts far 

more than any others in 

Rock and Walworth coun-

ties in the last school year. 

Unsurprisingly, districts 

adjacent to Delavan-Darien 

and Beloit—Elkhorn and 

Beloit Turner—saw dra-

matic rises in open-en-

rolled students in the same 

period.

Beloit Turner gained 

352 students, augmenting 

its budget by $2.65 mil-

lion. Elkhorn’s student 

body grew by 325 students, 

pumping an additional 

$2.6 million into the dis-

trict.

Beloit Turner’s open 

enrollment numbers have 

been climbing steadily for 

years.

In the 2009-10 school 

year, the district had a net 

gain of 48 students through 

open enrollment. That 

number jumped to 196 by 

the 2012-13 school year and 

279 by 2016-17.

Next year, Beloit Turn-

er’s financial boost will be 

so dramatic that the dollars 

Open enrollment 
cost districts  

$4 million each 
Delavan-Darien, 

Beloit sustain 
costly losses in aid

Turn to AID on Page 9A

Turn to IRAN on Page 9A

Turn to SESSION on Page 8A
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