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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 33| Low 20  

Clouds giving way 
to some sun
More on 7A

Aid still on hold
Congressional negotiators 

closed in on a COVID-19 

relief package Wednesday, 

but there was no deal yet. 
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Rock County virus data
 New Trend* Total
Cases ..........43 -37 11,002
Deaths ........0 0 104
 Total Change
Hosp. .....43 (Dec. 15) -1 (from Dec. 10)
Wednesday’s positivity rate: 19%
*-The trend column shows how many more or 
fewer cases and deaths were reported the same 
day in the previous week.

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
This year has been filled 

to the brim with evolving 
delivery services, and Shop 
With a Cop is no exception.

Typically, the annual 
community event frees 
up officers to go shopping 
with children during the 
holiday season. The chil-
dren are given money, gen-
erally about $100 to $200, 
for a spree that is funded by 
sponsors or donations.

But the coronavirus pan-
demic made it difficult for 
officers to participate in 
the yearly festivities, given 
the close, personal contact 
they have with children and 
their families.

So instead of stroll-
ing through the toy aisles 
with the children, officers 
shopped ahead of time, 

Ashley McCallum/amccallum@gazettextra.com
Janesville Police Department officer Chad Sullivan and Sgt. Aaron Ellis deliver toys to a Janesville family Wednes-
day as part of the modified Shop With a Cop effort. In a typical year, kids in need receive gift cards to spend 
on a holiday shopping spree with the help of a police officer, but the pandemic turned it in to a delivery effort  
with officers delivering gifts to kids’ homes.

By Eric Schmoldt

eschmoldt@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Janesville sports have lost their voice.

Al Fagerli spent nearly four decades 

calling play-by-play and talking sports 

on the WCLO and WJVL radio airwaves 

before retiring and being inducted into 

the Janesville Sports Hall of Fame in 2016.

On Monday, Fagerli died after a bout 

with pancreatic cancer. He was 67 years 

old.

“Absolutely heartbroken about the 

passing of Janesville icon Al Fagerli,” 

Parker athletic director and football 

coach Clayton Kreger said in a post 

on social media Wednesday morning. 

“Words cannot express how much Al 

meant to Janesville Athletics and the 

entire community. Al was truly a high 

character person who will be missed by 

so many.”

After broadcasting gigs early in his 

career in Louisiana and Rice Lake, 

Fagerli arrived in Janesville in 1980 and 

began doing football, boys basketball 

and hockey games. Several years later, 

he was an advocate for adding girls bas-

ketball broadcasts and also eventually 

did some baseball.

Fagerli spent more than 36 years as 

essentially a one-person sports depart-

ment for WCLO and WJVL.

He was up in the wee hours of the 

morning to prepare sports news, scores 

and commentaries for a 5 to 9 a.m. morn-

ing show on WCLO. Late mornings 

often included recording radio spots or 

Gazette file photo
Al Fagerli, front, calls the play-by-play during a high 
school basketball game at Janesville Parker in 2016. 
Fagerli retired that year after 36 years as Janesville’s 
unmistakable sports voice. He died Monday at age 67.

By Rick Barrett

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

Wisconsin’s new Office of Rural 
Prosperity says low wages, housing 
shortages and lack of high-speed 
internet access are among the issues 
faced by small towns and sparsely 
populated areas across the state.

The office, created by Gov. Tony 
Evers under the Wisconsin Eco-
nomic Development Corp., released 
a 100-page report Wednesday from 
the Blue Ribbon Commission on 
Rural Prosperity based on 22 meet-
ings with rural stakeholder groups, 
public comments and virtual listen-
ing sessions attended by more than 
400 participants.

Even in a divisive political cli-
mate, there were many things peo-
ple agreed on, said Kelliann Blazek, 
director of the Office of Rural Pros-
perity.

In fact, the pandemic cast a light 
on issues that have been around for 
a long time.

Among many things rural stake-
holders told the commission:

Places such as Door County face 
major challenges with housing for 
families living on low wages. There 
is also a lack of housing in agricul-
tural communities.

“An affordable 100-year-old farm-
house with no insulation is no bar-
gain in Wisconsin winters,” the 
report said.

The cost of living in small towns 
was also questioned.

Report 
outlines 

challenges 
facing rural 
Wisconsin

Cops shop alone, then deliver

Losing a voice: Longtime sports broadcaster dies

Janesville officers find a way to keep Shop With a Cop program viable during pandemic

Housing shortages,   
cost of living are  

common denominators

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
About half of Rock County Jail inmates 

had tested positive for COVID-19 as of 
Wednesday, and inmates and their loved 
ones shared frustrations about the out-
break.

Jail Capt. Kim Litsheim told The 
Gazette on Wednesday the jail has 
accounted for 115 inmates who have 
tested positive. The total inmate popu-
lation for the last week or so has hovered 

around 230 as inmates are released and 
admitted.

The first round of testing among 
inmates showed 86 positive results. The 
latest 29 positive results came after the 
jail retested inmates who previously had 
tested negative but still were in the incu-
bation period.

Litsheim said five staff members have 
tested positive.

‘Dogs trapped in cages’
Tyrone Gibson Jr., 22, is one of the 

inmates who has tested positive for 

COVID-19. But he said in an interview 
Wednesday he’s young and healthy 
enough that his symptoms have not been 
as bad as others.

Still, he can’t smell or taste, and he 
was frustrated with the sanitation prac-
tices and how he said inmates were being 
treated.

He said other inmates feel similarly.
“We’re not animals,” he said. “It’s just 

wrong. We feel like dogs in here. Dogs 
trapped in cages.”

Submitted photo
Tyrone Gibson Jr. and Maleesha Jackson got mar-
ried over video Sunday. Gibson is confined with 
COVID-19 at the Rock County Jail.

‘We’re not animals’
Half of Rock County Jail inmates test positive for COVID-19
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In ‘Living’
Gaining closure after the loss of a 

loved one becomes more difficult 

during COVID pandemic. Page 3C

By Greg Little

glittle@gazettextra.com

J
ANESVILLE—If the arts community has 

proved one thing during the COVID-19 

pandemic, it’s that the term “creative” 

refers to more than just paintings, sculp-

tures and script.

Despite a nine-month lockdown, the 

staff at the Janesville Performing Arts Center 

has continued to conjure up interesting pro-

grams in an effort to keep the community and 

those in the surrounding areas entertained. The 

key difference has been shifting from “live and 

in person” to “pre-recorded for online use” in 

most instances.

That will again be the case as 

JPAC rolls out its latest program, 

a special holiday cabaret featuring 

jazz, classical, acoustic and tradi-

tional holiday favorites presented 

by local musicians and storytellers.

“We had this holiday caba-

ret planned with all local talent, 

but with the (COVID-19) num-

bers going the way they were, we 

thought it best to have the artists each come in, 

record their stuff, edit it in post-production and 

t during the week of 

McCulloch

Holiday 

cabaret
JPAC gathers singers, storytellers 

for a seasonal spectacular 

in the comfort of your home

kicks

THEATER

Christmas comedy

Playwright Jim Lyke brings 

his distinct brand of holiday 

comedy to the stage with “Santa 

Shops at Kmart,” an original 

radio play being broad-

cast live at 6 p.m. 

Tuesday, Dec. 22.

Emanating 

from the Janes-

ville Perform-

ing Arts Center 

stage, the audience-free pro-

duction delves into such ques-

tions as: Does Santa deliver toys 

for grown-ups? How does he gets 

into homes? Are fake trees are 

better than real trees?

To hear this free perfor-

mance, tune in on  WCLO radio 

(1230 AM or 92.7 FM).

MUSIC

Dulcet donations

The UW-Whitewater Depart-

ment of Music is seeking instru-

ment donations as part of its 

new “Be Instrumental” cam-

paign.
Specifically, the depart-

ment is looking for donations of 

these instru-

ments: trom-

bone, alto 

saxophone, 

clarinet, vio-

lin, cello, string bass, oboe, cor-

net/trumpet, horns, bassoon 

and percussion practice pads 

and stands.

The music department asks 

that any used instruments in 

need of work have repairs com-

pleted prior to donation. 

Jolly JPAC
Local musicians  

and storytellers will 

perform at special 

holiday cabaret.  
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