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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 68 | Low 54  

Rain and a  
t-storm; windy

More on 9A

Packers lose 

offensive showcase
Although Aaron Rodgers  

threw for 422 yards and two  

touchdowns, Philadelphia 

emerged with a 34-27 win 

Thursday at Lambeau. Page 1B

Hit-and-run suspect 

turns himself in
An Illinois truck driver sought 

for questioning in the death 

of a Whitewater motorcyclist 

turned himself in Wednesday. 

Page 3A

Income inequity 

grows across US
A US Census report details 

a growing gulf between 

the haves and the  

have-nots across the  

United States. Page 8B
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BELOIT

After years of uncertainty over whether 

Beloit will continue to have a minor league 

baseball team, a plan has emerged for a 

long-awaited and long-rumored new sta-

dium.

The Snappers will stay put in Beloit 

under new ownership in a new, 5,000-seat 

stadium that would break ground next 
year off Shirland Avenue, near the Wis-
consin-Illinois state line, according to 

an announcement 
late Thursday after-
noon.

Under the deal, 
Janesville native 
and Pensacola, 
Florida, resident 

Quint Studer would be the new owner of 
the Snappers.

Studer would lease the stadium under 
a guaranteed, 20-year deal that’s part of 
a joint agreement between the Snappers, 
Studer Entertainment and Retail and the 
newly-formed Riverbend Stadium Author-
ity, according to a news release.

Studer, a local philan-
thropist and former 
healthcare consultant, 
would operate the Snap-
pers franchise.

It’s not clear what it 
would cost to bankroll a 
new stadium, but the Riv-
erbend Stadium Authori-
ty’s plan, according to the 
release, is being backed largely through 
financing by Beloit billionaire and busi-
ness mogul Diane Hendricks, according to 
the news release.

The stadium would continue to host 
the Snappers as a Class A Minor League 
Baseball affiliate of the Oakland Athlet-
ics. It could break ground in spring 2020 

and be ready for play by 

April 2021, sources famil-

iar with the project told 

The Gazette.

Studer pumped several 

million dollars into reno-

vating retail storefronts on 

North Main Street in down-

town Janesville in 2016. He 

co-owns and operates the Blue Wahoos, a 

Minor League Baseball team that plays at 

a stadium Studer built in Pensacola.

The Riverbend Stadium Author-

ity would design the stadium to sit on a 

7-acre site between the Rock River and the 

By Eric Tucker and Mary Clare Jalonick

Associated Press

WASHINGTON

White House officials took extraordinary 

steps to “lock down” information about Presi-

dent Donald Trump’s summertime phone call 

with the president of Ukraine, even moving 

the transcript to a secret computer system, a 

whistleblower alleges in a politically explosive 

complaint that accuses the administration of a 

wide-ranging cover-up.

The whistleblower, in a 9-page document 

released Thursday, provides substantial new 

details about the circumstances of the phone call 

in which Trump repeatedly spoke of how much 

the U.S. had aided Ukraine and encouraged new 

President Volodymyr Zelenskiy to help investi-

gate political rival Joe Biden and his son.

Accusations of efforts to pressure the leader 

of a foreign nation to dig for dirt on a potential 

2020 Trump rival are now at the heart of a House 

impeachment inquiry against the president. The 

whistleblower’s official complaint alleges a con-

certed White House effort to suppress the tran-

script of the call, and describes a shadow cam-

paign of foreign policy efforts by the president’s 

personal lawyer Rudy Giuliani that unnerved 

some senior administration officials who felt he 

was circumventing normal channels.

“In the days following the phone call, I learned 

from multiple U.S. officials that senior White 

House officials had intervened to ‘lock down’ all 

the records of the phone call, especially the offi-

cial word-for-word transcript of the call that was 

produced as is customary by the White House sit-

uation room,” the complaint says.

The previously secret document, with its 

detail and clear narrative, is likely to accelerate 

the impeachment process and put more pressure 

on Trump to rebut its core contentions and on 

his fellow Republicans to defend him or not. It 

also provides a road map for Democrats to seek 

corroborating witnesses and evidence, which will 

complicate the president’s efforts to character-

ize the findings as those of a lone partisan out to 

undermine him.

In response, Trump threatened “the per-

son” who he said gave information to the whis-

tleblower as he spoke at a private event in New 

York with staff from the U.S. mission to the United 

Nations.
“Who’s the person who gave the whistleblower 

the information? Because that’s close to a spy,” 
Trump said in audio posted by The Los Angeles 
Times. “You know what we used to do in the old 
days when we were smart? Right? The spies and 
treason, we used to handle it a little differently 
than we do now.”

On his Twitter account, Trump insisted the 
entire controversy is political: “The Democrats 
are trying to destroy the Republican Party and 
all that it stands for. Stick together, play their 
game and fight hard Republicans. Our country 
is at stake.” His tweet was in all capital letters.

Under pressure from House Democrats, the 
White House a day earlier released a rough tran-
script of the phone call between Trump and the 
Ukrainian president. In it, Trump prodded Zel-
enskiy to investigate former Vice President Joe 
Biden, a potential 2020 election foe, and Biden’s 
son Hunter, who was on the board of a Ukrainian 
gas company.

But the complaint released Thursday offered 
a broader picture of what was happening in 
the White House and the administration at the 
time. In the aftermath of the call, according to 

By Catherine W. Idzerda

cidzerda@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Dave Homan was driving his 

power lawnmower under the 

black walnut trees in his yard on 

Hanover Road earlier this week 

when the roll bar hit a branch.

Suddenly, Homan was sur-

rounded by butterflies.

He looked up. His trees were full 

of monarchs.

A few of those butterflies 

apparently needed a rest on their 

long trip south and decided that 

Homan’s trees looked like good 

cover. A handful more made the 

same decision.

And then a handful more, and 

Rest stop

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Migrating monarchs rest in clusters on the branches of black walnut trees 
behind Dave Homan’s house on Hanover Road in Janesville on Wednes-
day. Homan first noticed the butterflies Monday when he jostled low-lying 
branches, disturbing the butterflies resting there and making them flutter 
all around him.

Monarch butterflies fill trees at Janesville home

Whistleblower complaint 
alleges attempted cover-up

Associated Press
Acting Director of National Intelligence Joseph 
Maguire testifies before the House Intelligence 
Committee on Capitol Hill in Washington on Thurs-
day. Maguire defended the whistleblower’s handling 
of the complaint that has caused the current furor, 
saying the person followed all procedures correctly.

RELATED
• Takeaways: What you need to know from Thursday’s devel-

opments./Page 7B
• What’s next: What comes next in impeachment effort. 

/Page 7B
• Trump reacts: The president reacted to the day’s news at 

a private event in New York./Page 7B

Complaint claims White House 
tried to ‘lock down’ information 
on Trump call to Ukraine leader

New Beloit stadium, owner for Snappers announced
Quint Studer is new owner; 
5,000-seat stadium planned 
at downtown Beloit location

Studer Hendricks
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