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Jets win in overtime
Janesville scored a 4-3 win 
Saturday night at Janesville 
Ice Arena over the Fairbanks 
Ice Dogs in North American 
Hockey League play. 
Page 1B

Meal with friends
For the past nine years, 
four Janesville churches 
have rotated a free weekly 
meal for the community. 
Saturday that tradition 
continued. Page 2A

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 40 | Low 36  

Mostly cloudy
More on 9A

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Forster Construction of Janesville has been working since 2017 to bring Red Hawk Farms subdivision to Milton’s 
south side. Seven of 44 potential homes have been sold.

MILTON

Residential growth

SOURCE: City of Milton

Donna Felland/donnaf@gazettextra.com

  Residential New  
  permits housing  Value of
 Year issued units  projects

 2008 7 7  $ 915,000 
 2009 5 5  $ 635,780 
 2010 3 3  $ 305,000 
 2011 2 2  $ 207,000 
 2012 3 3  $ 310,000 
 2013 4 4  $ 500,000 
 2014 1 1  $ 500,000 
 2015 1 1  $ 185,000 
 2016 4 6  $ 819,000 
 2017 7 15  $ 1,850,000 
 2018 15 15  $ 3,185,800 

By Ashley McCallum

amccallum@gazettextra.com

MILTON

They say if you build it, they will come.

That seems to be becoming the 

case in Milton.

The city has seen $44 million 

worth of growth, for a 10 percent 

increase in value, in the past two 

years, said City Administrator Al 

Hulick.

The growth could send ripples 

through the Milton School District 

and strain city services.

Most growth has started with 

industrial projects, spawning new residential de-

velopment popping up to satiate the city’s housing 

needs, Hulick said.

If all potential projects in the city come to frui-

tion, more than 200 new residential homes might 

be built in Milton in coming years, Hulick said. 

Construction of dozens of new homes already has 

begun.

A majority of new residential development is 

thanks to Mike Pierce, who has started selling 

chunks of his family’s farm to residential devel-

opers. Pierce serves on the boards for the Milton 

School District, Milton Area Chamber of Com-

merce and Milton Historical Society.

As employees settle in at new businesses such as 

SSI Technologies, Diamond Assets and Handy Art, 

many struggle to find places to live, Hulick said.

Like neighboring Janesville, Milton has a hous-

ing shortage because residential development was 

stagnant for many years, Hulick said.

But that is starting to change.

In 2018, 15 building permits were issued in the 

FROM THE GROUND UP
Milton officials oversee  

boom in residential growth

By Colleen Long and Elliot Spagat

Associated Press

SAN DIEGO
In Washington, it’s all about the wall. At the 

border, it’s only part of the story.
Border authorities are struggling with 

outdated facilities ill-equipped to handle the 
growing increase in family migrants, resulting 
in immigrants being released onto the streets 
every day. The immigration court system is so 
clogged that some wait years for their cases 
to be resolved, and it lacks funding to pay for-
such  basic things as in-person translators. An 

increase in sick children arriving at the border 

is putting a strain on medical resources.

But the Washington debate has focused 

almost exclusively on the $5 billion in wall 

spending that President Donald Trump wants. 

Other proposals being discussed keep the rest 

of the Homeland Security department fund-

ing at existing levels.

“The wall is a tool. Unfortunately even if 

it’s implemented across the border it isn’t a 

solution to all the problems,” said Victor M. 

Manjarrez, a former Border Patrol sector chief 

with more than 20 years of experience, now 

a professor at the University of Texas-El Paso.

Trump has suggested migrants won’t both-

er to come if he gets his way, making other 

immigration issues less problematic. Walls 

and fencing currently blanket about one-third 

of the border—mostly built under President 

JANESVILLE
After 24 years of marriage, 

Jean Lademann had three days 
to grieve the loss of her husband 

before returning 
to work.

“Society has 
so many expecta-
tions of you,” she 
said. “You may 
look OK on the 
outside, but you 
are not doing well 
on the inside.”

Married for 
29 years, Twila 
Claas recalled 
how her family 
and friends were 

wonderful after her husband 
died when she was 50.

“But it’s difficult for your chil-
dren to grasp the loneliness,” she 
said. “It can be crippling.”

Karla Simpson remembered 
the first time she had to check 
marital status on a form after her 
husband died.

“For 31 years I was checking 
‘married,’” Simpson said. “It was 
a big shock to check ‘single.’”

All three women have shared 
their stories at the Modern 
Widows Club, Janesville Chapter, 
where they know other widows 
will understand.

But the group goes beyond a 
sympathetic ear.

Monthly gathering  
helps widows  

regain a sense of self

ANNA  
MARIE LUX

BETWEEN  
THE LINES

‘Lean 

 into 

  life’

Wall debate obscures other struggles at border

Associated Press
A woman takes a snapshot by the border fence between San Diego, Calif., and Tijua-
na, as seen from Mexico, on Thursday. The Capitol Hill-White House struggle over 
funding for a border wall has taken the focus off many of the problems authorities 
see happening on the ground along the border. 

Outdated facilities, clogged 
court system among issues 

facing authorities
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