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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•Justin Buchholz
•Clyde L. Boutelle
•Lem Lom
•Ernest “Ern” Merwin
•Joseph J. Schlicht
•Florence B. Wallmuth

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 48 | Low 32  

Cloudy, breezy 
and chilly

More on 7A

Ready to take off?
The Janesville Jets open 

the NAHL playoffs tonight 

in Alaska against division 

rival Fairbanks. Page 1B

Purse thieves ID’d
A Madison police officer 

has identified the three  

teenage boys suspected 

of stealing a purse from a 

woman’s cart at the  

Janesville Target. Page 3A

By Danica Kirka

Associated Press

LONDON
British police on Thursday hauled a 

bearded and shouting Julian Assange 
from the Ecuadorian Embassy where 
he was holed up for nearly seven years, 
and the U.S. charged the WikiLeaks 
founder with conspiring with former 
U.S. Army intelligence analyst Chelsea 
Manning to get their hands on govern-
ment secrets.

Police arrested Assange after the 
South American nation revoked the 

political asylum that had protected 

him in the embassy, and he was brought 

before a British court—the first step in 

an extradition battle that he has vowed 

to fight.

Ecuador’s President Lenin Moreno 

said he decided to evict Assange, 47, 

from the embassy after “repeated vio-

lations to international conventions 

and daily-life protocols,” and he later 

lashed out at him during a speech in 

Quito, calling the Australian native a 

“spoiled brat” who treated his hosts 

with disrespect.

In Washington, the U.S. Justice 

Department accused Assange of con-

spiring with Manning to break into a 

classified government computer at the 

Pentagon. The charge was announced 

after Assange was taken into custody.

Assange took refuge in the embassy 

in 2012 after he was released on bail in 

Britain while facing extradition to Swe-

den on sexual assault allegations that 

have since been dropped. He refused 

to leave the embassy, fearing arrest 

and extradition to the U.S. for publish-

ing classified military and diplomatic 

cables through WikiLeaks.

Manning, who served several years 

in prison for leaking troves of classi-

fied documents before her sentence 

was commuted by then-President 

Barack Obama, is again in custody in 

Alexandria, Virginia, for refusing to 

testify before a grand jury investigat-

ing WikiLeaks. Manning’s legal team 

said the indictment against Assange 

showed prosecutors didn’t need her 

testimony and called for her to be 

Ecuador revokes WikiLeaks founder’s asylum, leading to his arrest
A police car 
remains 
parked  
outside the 
Ecuadorian 
Embassy in 
London after 
WikiLeaks 
founder Julian 
Assange was 
arrested by 
officers from 
the Metro-
politan Police 
and taken 
into custody 
Thursday.

Associated 
Press

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

TOWN OF ROCK
Rock County sheriff ’s detectives are 

investigating armed robberies in which 

dating apps were used to lure men to rural 

driveways in January and February.

The information comes in a search war-

rant affidavit used to obtain a smartphone 

police believe was used in the deception.

In two of the robberies, the dating app 

Grindr was used.

Grindr is used by gay men, and in one 

of the deceptions, a robber said he was a 

Janesville 20-year-old and sent a photo of 

a young man pulling up his shirt to reveal 

a bare torso, according to the affidavit.

Another robbery was set up using an 

app called Skout, in which the victim 

thought he had arranged to meet a 20-year-

old woman whom he would pay $200 for 

sex, according to the affidavit.

Capt. Todd Christiansen of the Rock 

County Sheriff ’s Office would say very little 

about the case because of the active inves-

tigation, but he said investigators suspect 

other robberies using similar tactics also 

occurred.

Two teens named in the affidavit already 

are charged with armed robbery of a busi-

ness in nearby Janesville. The Gazette is 

not naming them because they have not 

been charged, arrested or named as sus-

pects in the dating app robberies.

The affidavit describes nighttime inci-

dents in driveways on South River Road in 

the town of Rock, just south of Janesville:

 � Jan. 9: A South River Road resident 

Police: Thieves lured victims with dating apps
Affidavit: Men robbed  

at gunpoint along rural road

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

T
erry Arneson was part 
of the teaching staff at 
Van Buren Elementary 

School the year it opened in 

1969—the same year as the 

Woodstock music festival, 

and the year astronauts Neil 

Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin 

stepped out of Apollo 11 and 

walked man’s first steps on the 

moon.

Arneson taught 32 years at 

Van Buren, the first school in 

Janesville to have an open-con-

cept layout and pod-style 

classes that intermingled stu-

dents of different ages in small 

clusters.

Arneson and a few of her 

former Van Buren colleagues, 

now retired from teaching, 

walked the school’s halls and 

viewed collections of histori-
cal photos and newspaper clip-
pings that staff and students 
had set up to show off the 
school’s 50-year anniversary 
during an open house Thurs-
day afternoon.

Arneson pointed to a 1987 
Gazette newspaper photo 
that showed three elementary 
school-age boys singing a song 
to their fathers on Dads Day at 
Van Buren. Arneson pointed to 
one of the boys in the photo. 
She didn’t even need to read 
the caption to remember his 
name.

“Oh, look! That’s little 
Anthony Palumbo! He was 
always so creative!” Arneson 
said.

Around Arneson and her 
colleagues, the hallways at Van 
Buren buzzed with activity 
as students and their parents 

Halfway 
to 100

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Principal Stephanie Pajerski addresses students and their families at the 50th anniversary celebration of Van Buren 
Elementary School on Thursday in Janesville.

Janesville’s Van Buren Elementary  
celebrates its 50th anniversary

Assange plans to fight  
extradition to US, where he 
is charged with conspiracy

Turn to LURED on Page 6A

Turn to VAN BUREN on Page 7A

Turn to ASSANGE on Page 7A

Into their own hands
Democratic lawmakers in the 

House have begun authoring 

their own proposals for how to 

alleviate the problems at the 

US-Mexico border. Page 6B
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