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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 81 | Low 55  

Mostly sunny 
and pleasant
More on 7A

Classified . . . . . 6B-8B

Comics . . . . . . . . . . .5B

Legals . . . . . . . . . . . .8A

Lotteries . . . . . . . . . .6A

Nation/World  . . . . .6B

Opinion . . . . . . . . . . .4A

State . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2A

Support groups . . . .5A

TV/Advice . . . . . . . . .4B

Crew stretches lead
Milwaukee won its fifth straight 

game with a 5-4 victory over  

visiting Atlanta on Friday night. 

Page 1B

Arrest resurfaces
Democratic congressional 

candidate Randy Bryce issued 

an apology after a 1998 OWI 

arrest came to light. Page 2A

By Benjamin Pierce

bpierce@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
It’s July in Wisconsin, which means corn is growing 

almost everywhere.

For Skelly’s Farm 

Market owners Scott 

and Laura Skelly, it’s 

time to get out the corn 

mower.

Scott Skelly has been 

creating corn mazes 

on the farm at 2713 S. 

Hayner Road for more 

than 20 years. This 

year’s maze will cele-

brate the farm being in 

the Janesville area for 

100 years.

The first modern 

corn maze was created 

in the early 1990s in the 

United States, according to cornmazesamerica.com. 

In 2008, Corn Mazes America estimated the United 

States had more than 800 corn mazes.

Laura Skelly said their mazes started as a simple 

Skelly’s annual corn maze to celebrate family farm’s centennial

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The Janesville School District and for-

mer Harrison Elementary School teacher 

Peggy Wileman have settled a disability 

rights lawsuit that arose over Wileman’s 

firing by the school district in 2014.

Wileman, who was fired after she had 

tried to file sick time with the school dis-

trict because of mental illness, will receive 

a $160,000 settlement from the school dis-

trict’s insurance carrier, EMC Insurance, 

according to a copy of the agreement ob-

tained by The Gazette.

The district and Wileman reached the 

agreement July 2. EMC Insurance signed 

the agreement Friday.

It settles Wileman’s claim in a 2017 

federal lawsuit that Wileman’s firing and 

the district’s refusal to accommodate her 

mental conditions of anxiety and depres-

sion were violations of the Americans With 

Disabilities Act.

Under the terms of the settlement, 

Wileman will receive $43,500 in back pay, 

plus $43,501 in “compensatory damages.” 

Wileman’s attorney, Fox & Fox, will receive 

$72,999.

Wileman is required by the agreement 

to drop claims the district had violated the 

Americans With Disabilities Act for firing 

Wileman after she had stayed home from 

work because of anxiety, depression and 

panic attacks.

She is also never to seek employment 

in the district.

The agreement indicates the district 

“specifically denies” the claims in Wile-

man’s 2017 suit, and the agreement isn’t an 

admission of wrongdoing by the district.

The school district issued the following 

statement by email and declined to com-

ment further:

“The School District of Janesville (SDJ), 

through its insurance company, has en-

tered into a financial settlement agree-

ment with Mrs. Peggy Wileman, a former 

district employee. Mrs. Wileman, who was 

employed as a teacher from 1995 to 2014, 

had filed a lawsuit against the district 

and several of its leaders. The SDJ denies 

Former teacher’s disability rights lawsuit settled
Settlement for $160,000 

ends dispute over 2014 firing

By Paul Wiseman and Josh Boak

AP economics writers

WASHINGTON
The trade war that erupted Friday between the 

U.S. and China carries a major risk of escalation 
that could weaken investment, depress spending, 
unsettle financial markets and slow the global 
economy.

The opening shots were fired just after mid-
night, when the Trump administration imposed 
a 25 percent tariff on $34 billion of imports from 
China, and Beijing promptly retaliated with du-
ties on an equal amount of American products. 
It accused the U.S. of igniting “the biggest trade 
war in economic history.”

Because of this first round of hostilities, Amer-
ican businesses and, ultimately, consumers could 
end up paying more for such Chinese-made prod-
ucts as construction equipment and other ma-
chinery. And American suppliers of soybeans, 
pork and whiskey could lose their competitive 
edge in China.

These initial tariffs are unlikely to inflict seri-
ous harm to the world’s two biggest economies. 
Gregory Daco, head of U.S. economics at Oxford 
Economics, has calculated that they would pare 
growth in both countries by no more than 0.2 
percent through 2020.

But the conflict could soon escalate. President 
Donald Trump, who has boasted that winning a 
trade war is easy, has said he is prepared to impose 
tariffs on up to $550 billion in Chinese imports—a 
figure that exceeds the $506 billion in goods that 
China shipped to the U.S. last year.

Escalating tariffs are likely to slow business 
investment as companies wait to see whether the 
administration can reach a truce with Beijing. 
Some employers will probably put hiring on hold 
until the picture becomes clearer. The damage 
could risk undoing some of the economic benefits 
of last year’s tax cuts.

“Trade disruption is the greatest threat to glob-
al growth,” said Dec Mullarkey, managing director 
of investment strategies at Sun Life Investment 

Trade dispute 
presents risks 

to economy 
worldwide
A US-China trade war  

increases economic uncertainty, 
threatens to drive up prices

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
The design for Skelly Farm Market’s more difficult corn maze highlights the 100 years the family has farmed near Janesville. 
Their farm is designated as a Wisconsin Century Farm.

A-maze-ing 100

Scott Skelly hunkers over a laptop computer on his mower as he cuts 
corn to create a maze Friday.

Turn to LAWSUIT on Page 7A

We load the designs into the 

computer, and the GPS unit is 

connected to the computer. 

It’s kind of like playing a 

video game. You follow the 

lines while you go  

throughout the field.

Laura Skelly

“ ”
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