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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 79 | Low 66  

Breezy; a few 
morning showers

More on 14A

Voting bill halted
Senate Republicans 

banded together to block 

debate on a Democratic 

attempt to rewrite federal 

voting and election law. 

Page 8B

Charges reduced
A Janesville man pleaded 

guilty to misdemeanors 

and will have to turn over  

a gun after he confronted 

a family on a bike trail in 

the city. Page 16A

Game 1 tonight
Giannis Antetokounmpo 

and the Milwaukee Bucks 

host the Atlanta Hawks 

in Game 1 of the NBA’s 

Eastern Conference Finals 

tonight. Page 1B
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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

The town of Janesville and 

three other towns served by the 

city of Janesville’s fire department 

face big hikes in fees for fire pro-

tection, rescue and ambulance 

services starting in 2022.

The city of Janesville plans 

over the next three years to 

end a nearly $1 million subsidy 

that pays the bulk of annual fire 

protection operations the Janes-

ville Fire Department provides 

the adjacent towns of Janesville, 

Harmony, La Prairie and Rock, 

according to a June 18 letter from 

the city to the towns’ chairs.

Over the next three years, the 

city of Janesville plans to shift a 

growing burden of the cost of fire 

protection services to the four 

towns—the city’s aim being to see 

the four towns fully fund the cost 

of their protection by 2024.

Under a planned change to 

the fire protection agreements, 

the town of Janesville would see 

the biggest hike in costs, with 

the amount the town would 

pay for fire protection jumping 

from $393,000 this year to about 

$607,000 in 2022—ultimately 

increasing expected charges to 

$1.07 million in 2024.

That’s a 175% spike over what 

the town now pays for fire pro-

tection, although the increase 

would rise incrementally over 

the next three years.

A few town of Janesville offi-

cials told The Gazette they ini-

tially blanched when they 

learned of the planned fee hikes.

City Manager Mark Freitag 

said on Tuesday that the shift in 

the cost burden from the city to 

Towns prep for pricier fire coverage

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Abbi Christman, 10, leaps from one log to another Tuesday while exploring the The Very Hungry Caterpillar Story Walk display at Rotary 
Botanical Gardens in Janesville as part of her birthday festivities with her grandmother.

A birthday in the gardens

City of Janesville ending subsidy that  
helps cover costs for partnering towns

By Molly Beck

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON

Wisconsin police officers are barred 

from using chokeholds except in 

life-threatening situations or in self-de-

fense under legislation Gov. Tony Evers 

signed into law Tuesday.

The legislation was part of a 

handful of bills Evers signed that 

seek to reduce the likelihood of 

law enforcement officers taking 

action that results in death, par-

ticularly of Black men who have 

disproportionately been subjected 

to policing.

The measures have biparti-

san support and are a result of an 

Assembly task force on policing and racial 

equity. But some Democrats, including 

Evers, say more measures are 

needed to eliminate unnecessary 

deaths of Black Americans such as 

George Floyd, who was killed by 

Minneapolis police officer Derek 

Chauvin after Chauvin pressed 

his knee into Floyd’s neck for nine 

minutes.

“Although I am signing these 

bills, I have and will continue to 

urge the Legislature to take more mean-

ingful action,” Evers said in a statement.

After Floyd’s death spurred a national 

reckoning over policing and racial dis-

crimination, Chauvin lost his job and was 

Evers signs bill banning police chokeholds with some exceptions
Law had bipartisan support

By Sara Myers

smyers@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

A program that has brought dozens of 

students from China to study in Janes-

ville is looking to do the same with another 

country with a huge population—India.

Officials from the Janesville Interna-

tional Education Program outlined their 

accomplishments and future plans at a 

meeting of the Janesville School Board on 

Tuesday night.

JIEP coordinator Mary Christiansen 

and international program director Rob-

ert Smiley discussed how the program has 

evolved this past year, when all the Chi-

nese students attended classes virtually 

District  
extending  
its reach
Leaders of international  
program update board  

on 2021-22 school year plans

Turn to PROGRAM on Page 14A

Turn to FIRE on Page 14A

Turn to BAN on Page 15A
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