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Cardinal Burke hospitalized with COVID-19
Catholic Cardinal Raymond Burke, the former bishop of the  

La Crosse Diocese, is on a ventilator, his staff said. Page 2A

Urias remains upbeat off Brewers bench
Milwaukee Brewers infielder Luis Urias maintains positivity  

even after dropping out of the everyday lineup. Page 1B

Biden speaks
Despite the chaos that erupted 

at Kabul’s international airport, 

President Joe Biden said 

he stands by his decision  

to withdraw US forces  

from Afghanistan. Page 3A
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By Neil Johnson 

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
Mercyhealth has terminated one of 

its vice presidents, Barb Bortner, after 

the Janesville-based health care group 

said it learned Bortner was involved in a  

$3 million fraudulent invoice and kick-

back scheme with a vendor.

In an internal memo obtained by The 

Gazette on Monday, Mercyhealth CEO 

Javon Bea wrote that it is with “great 

sadness and disappointment” that 

Mercyhealth Vice President Barb 

Bortner has been fired.

Mercyhealth as of Monday 

hadn’t offered specific details 

behind the firing, but Bea wrote 

in the letter that Mercyhealth offi-

cials suspect Bortner is responsi-

ble for “improper” and fraudulent 

arrangements and services with 

an unnamed vendor.

Bea wrote that Bortner and the vendor 

were involved in a series of transactions 

that inflated invoices to Mercy-

health and involved “kickbacks” 

in a scheme he said involved  

$3 million in Mercyhealth 

finances.

“The information will be as 

distressing to many of you as it 

is to me,” Bea wrote about Mercy-

health’s findings of fraud.

“Our patients and the commu-

nities we serve expect us to conduct our 

business affairs with the highest degree of 

integrity. We are all deeply saddened and 

disappointed that a member of our team 

has betrayed that trust,” Bea wrote, not-

ing in the memo that “an incident like this 

has never happened before in our history.”

A Mercyhealth legal official reached 

by The Gazette on Monday afternoon 

declined to immediately give further 

details of the fraud.

Bortner, a 1982 Janesville Craig High 

School graduate and a 30-year employee 

at Mercyhealth, in recent years has been at 

Mercyhealth fires executive

Bea

By Sara Myers

smyers@gazettextra.com

MILTON

Raising backyard chickens and bees has 

been possible within the city of Milton only 

for a year now, but a handful of residents 

have obtained the necessary permits to pro-

duce their own eggs and honey.

It took a few years to convince the Milton 

Common Council to allow residential prop-

erty owners to maintain chicken coops and 

beehives. The idea lost on a 5-1 vote in 2012 

and again failed in 2014. It wasn’t until July 

2020 that the city council approved a per-

mit process, which has so far resulted in the 

issuance of permits for one small beekeeping 

operation and five chicken coops.

“It took Milton a long time to finally say 

we could” keep chickens within the city lim-

its, said Stewart Ellefson. Now he is waiting 

for his four chickens to start laying eggs.

The chickens, who are around 18 weeks 

old now, will probably start laying in a cou-

ple of weeks, he said. But he and his daugh-

ter are already checking the coop for eggs 

every morning

In addition to obtaining city permits, res-

idents with chickens and bees must register 

with the Wisconsin Department of Agricul-

ture, Trade and Consumer Protection.

Chicken coops must be located in 

backyards and not within 25 feet of a hab-

itable structure. The maximum number of 

chickens allowed is four; roosters are not 

allowed.

“Roosters are not allowed because they 

crow and that would be considered interfer-

ing with other residents,” city of Milton Clerk 

Jenny Salvo said.

“Once we receive the applications, all of 

Coops and hives crop up in Milton

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Left: Jessica Laehn, behind, and Mary Laehn prepare to feed their chickens behind the family home in Milton last week. The family has four chick-
ens inside their coop, built mostly from recycled materials. Right, top: The Laehns say their chickens have been laying about four eggs a day since 
mid-July. Right, bottom: The Laehns’ chickens’ names are Agatha, Pearl, Opal and Goldie.

Several bees surround a 
queen bee, marked with 
a blue dot of paint, on a 
honeycomb.
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BELOIT

A week after the man who 

was hired to be The Lincoln 

Academy’s first principal left 

his post, Adams Publishing 

Group has learned the char-

ter school’s director of finance 

and operations also resigned 

earlier this month.

Lincoln Academy CEO 

Kristi Cole confirmed Greg-

ory Gurley resigned effective 

Aug. 1.

According to earlier infor-

mation provided to Adams 

Publishing Group by the acad-

emy, the chief operations offi-

cer was to be paid $135,000 

with $5,000 for moving 

expenses. Cole confirmed that 

was Gurley’s position.

Cole also confirmed in an 

email that Lincoln Academy 

accountant Melissa Badger 

would be returning to a pre-

vious employer in the coming 

weeks.

When asked if the posi-

tions are being advertised Cole 

emailed: “They are not being 

advertised at this time. We are 

currently assessing our needs.” 

The Lincoln Academy is in 

preparations for its first year 

of instructing students.

Gurley’s departure comes 

after that of Samuel Karns, the 

Another  
Lincoln 

Academy 
leader  

steps down

In internal memo, CEO Bea cites ‘kickbacks’ involving $3 million in hospital system finances

Turn to FIRED on Page 8A

Finance director  
follows ex-principal  
out of new school

Turn to LINCOLN on Page 7A

2020 ordinance allows  
residents to keep chickens,  
bees on lots in city limits

Turn to ORDINANCE on Page 8A

http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=2A&uuid=986732bf-b5ed-549a-b2b8-ce51a4dbf903
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1B&uuid=986732bf-b5ed-549a-b2b8-ce51a4dbf903
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3A&uuid=986732bf-b5ed-549a-b2b8-ce51a4dbf903
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=8A&uuid=986732bf-b5ed-549a-b2b8-ce51a4dbf903
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=986732bf-b5ed-549a-b2b8-ce51a4dbf903
http://gazettextra.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=8A&uuid=986732bf-b5ed-549a-b2b8-ce51a4dbf903

