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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 8A
•Edwin Brien
•Carlos Alberto Cruz Portillo
•Rylee Hetzner
•Jeffrey Allen Lund

•Jacqueline Marie (Jacquet) Melvin
•Jack Lee “Three Fingered Jack” Oberley
•Robert “Bob” Tews
•Timothy Wynn Weaver

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 56 | Low 44  
Windy with rain  

at times
More on 9A

Late surge
A 2-2 tie turned into a  

rout Wednesday as the 

Sun Prairie softball team  

blasted past Parker for 

a Big Eight Conference 

victory. Page 1B
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In ‘Living’
From aeration to zombies, here are 

26 fun facts you should know about 

cicadas before they arrive. Page 5C

IF YOU GO

Jordan Millard, in 

red, keeps an eye 

on his remote- 

control car 

during a recent 

night of racing at 

608 RC Raceway 

in Edgerton. The 

track, housed at 

the Tri-County 

Community Cen-

ter, 112 Swift St., 

is open to the 

public. Practice 

time is offered 

Mondays, youth 

races take place 

on Tuesdays and 

adult races are  

on Sundays.

Photos by Anthony 

Wahl/awahl@ 

gazettextra.com

Speed demonsSpeed demons
An indoor track in Edgerton is providing the next generation of RC car enthusiasts a place to race

Fast and fun
RC racing finds  

a home at the  

Tri-County Community 

Center in Edgerton. 

kicks, inside

By Patrick Marley

Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

MADISON
Assembly Speaker Robin Vos is hir-

ing retired police officers to investigate 

aspects of the November election, join-

ing with Republicans from around the 

country who have questioned Presi-

dent Joe Biden’s victory.

Vos, of Rochester, said he recog-

nizes Biden narrowly won Wisconsin 

and is not trying to change the results.

He said he hopes the investigators 

can get to the bottom of issues Repub-

licans have raised unsuccessfully in 

court, such as how the state’s larg-

est cities used more than $6 million 

in grants from a private group to run 

their elections.

Vos in a Wednesday interview said 

he was giving the investigators a broad 

mandate to spend about three months 

reviewing all tips and following up on 

the most credible ones. In addition to 

the grant spending, he said they could 

look into claims of double voting and 

review how clerks fixed absentee bal-

lot credentials.

“Is there a whole lot of smoke or is 

there actual fire? We just don’t know 

yet,” Vos said.

Ann Jacobs, a Democrat who leads 

the Wisconsin Elections Commission, 

Vos hires retired cops to investigate general election

Vos

Assembly speaker suspicious 
of grants from private group

By Brad Allen

Adams Publishing Group

JANESVILLE

After a year off because 

of the pandemic, the Rock 

Aqua Jays water ski team 

is back in action this sum-

mer with flips, spins and 

pyramids on the water.

“We’re excited, very 

excited,” said Brian Cul-

len, an announcer at the 

Aqua Jays shows. “Deep 

down we really missed 

doing the shows, and the 

fact that we’re going to be 

on this year is awesome. 

We’re looking forward to 

having some fun.”

The first show of the 

season will be at 7 p.m. 

Sunday. Additional shows 

will follow at 7 p.m. Sun-

days and Wednesdays 

through Labor Day at 

Traxler Park.

On June 26, the Aqua 

Jays will host the Mer-

cury Invite, which Cullen 

said will include a full day 

of tournaments and fam-

ily-friendly shows with 

skiers speeding along the 

Rock River.

This year’s theme 

is “Toy Story,” featur-

ing many new and excit-

ing acts and some skiers 

in costume, said Duane 

Snow, a past president 

and longtime member 

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
The opening, three-level pyramid is towed upstream during a practice for the Rock Aqua Jay members at Traxler Park in Janesville on Wednesday. The 
Rock Aqua Jays water ski team will hold its first show Sunday at Traxler Park after not holding shows last year because of the coronavirus pandemic.

Brandon Schleicher makes a few jumps on his wakeboard during a practice for Aqua Jay  
members at Traxler Park in Janesville on Wednesday. 

Aqua Jays back on the water
Water ski team to host first show since 

2019 Sunday night at Traxler Park

Turn to JAYS on Page 9A

Turn to VOS on Page 9A

By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
If you don’t already 

know the name Mr. Splash, 
you’ll be at least three times 
likelier to know it later this 
summer when you’re seek-
ing a nearby car wash in 
Janesville.

Mr. Splash, an indepen-
dent car wash chain, is 
merging with its local sister 
company, Janesville-based 
car wash Sponge Spa. By 
midsummer, Sponge Spa 
will lose its moniker and 
be renamed Mr. Splash.

Dave Javan, the general 
manager for both Sponge 
Spa and Mr. Splash, says 
the change comes as the 
two local companies merge 
under a unified brand. The 
change means that the tun-
nel-style Sponge Spa car 
wash at 2904 Milton Ave. 
will become a Mr. Splash.

That plan comes along 
with the demolition and 
complete redevelopment 
this summer of Splash Car 
Wash, another, existing car 
wash that the two compa-
nies also run at 1608 Mil-
ton Ave. along the south-
ern end of the Milton Ave-
nue retail spur.

That location, which for 
about 20 years has housed a 
touchless car wash, will be 
the home of a brand-new, 
tunnel-style Mr. Splash car 
wash. Demolition and the 
rebuild is slated in June, 
Javan said.

It’s a lot to sponge up 
and splash over, but when 
new signs and the con-
struction dust settles late 
this year, it all means Mr. 
Splash will become the 

Car wash 
partners 
to make 
a splash
Sponge Spa to get  

a new name:  
Mr. Splash

Turn to SPLASH on Page 8A
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