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J. Cardinale
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•Barbara A. Feltz

•Andrew W. Koeppen
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•Penny Melan
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•Carol A. Ott
•Douglas A. Rabbach
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TODAY’S WEATHER
High 74 | Low 43  

An afternoon 
thunderstorm
More on 5A

Where to go?
Janesville housing  

officials worry about a 

spike in evictions once 

governor’s ban is lifted 

in May. Page 3A
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By Neil Johnson

njohnson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
One resident of Janesville 

nursing facility Oak Park Place 
has died from COVID-19, and four 
more residents from the nursing 
home have tested positive for the 
novel coronavirus, according to 
the Rock County Health Depart-
ment.

In a daily update, the health 
department acknowledged Mon-
day that one person at Oak Park 
Place at 700 Myrtle Way has 
died from “complications” from 
COVID-19, and four others have 
tested positive for the virus.

Three of those residents have 

been hospitalized, and the fourth 

is being kept in isolation in a sep-

arate wing of the nursing facility, 

the county said.

The county’s announcement 

came Monday afternoon after Oak 

Park Place acknowledged three of 

its residents and one staff mem-

ber had tested positive for COVID-

19, according to a statement Oak 

Park Place emailed to The Gazette.

Oak Park Place’s statement did 

not disclose that a fourth resident 

had tested positive or that one res-

ident had died from COVID-19.

One member of the Oak Park 

Place staff with COVID-19 is 

self-isolating at home, the county 

and Oak Park Place said.

The Rock County Public Health 

Department last week announced 

one resident and one staff mem-

ber at a local care facility had 

tested positive for COVID-19, the 

disease caused by the novel coro-

navirus.

Until Monday, the health 

department had repeatedly 

declined to name the nursing 

Resident dies in COVID-19 outbreak at Oak Park Place

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Nursing facility Oak Park Place in Janesville has acknowledged it has 
three residents who have been hospitalized after testing positive for 
COVID-19. The Rock County Public Health Department later said four res-
idents and a staff member tested positive and that one resident had died.

By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

Clerks across Rock 
County and the state were 
waiting and wondering 
Monday evening whether 
they would be holding an 
election today or not.

Then the word came: 
The state Supreme Court 
ruled that Gov. Tony Evers’ 
order to postpone elec-
tions earlier in the day was 
not valid.

Rock County Clerk Lisa 
Tollefson was wondering 
at 4:45 p.m. whether she 
would have to stay up all 
night to get an answer. She 
had one 45 minutes later.

“We’re preparing as if 
we’re going to have an elec-
tion because if we do, we 

need to be ready,” Tollefson 

had said earlier.

Tollefson and Janes-

ville Clerk-Treasurer Dave 

Godek said poll workers 

were told to be ready for 

a phone call telling them 

they are needed—or not.

“The position I’m tak-

ing right now is that I’m 

preparing to have an elec-

tion tomorrow because if 

we don’t have one, that’s 

fine. We’re prepared if we 

do,” Godek said before 

the court’s ruling was 

announced.

He said after the rulings 

came down that he didn’t 

know if election results 

would be known after polls 

close today. Godek said he 

was waiting for the Wis-

consin Elections Commis-

sion to provide guidance.

Tollefson said it’s impos-

sible to say how many 

voters might show up at 

the polls today.

About 29,000 absentee 

ballots have been issued 

in Rock County, which is 

about the same as the total 

number who voted in the 

spring elections in 2012, 

Tollefson said.

But in 2016, when there 

were presidential prima-

ries, as there are this year, 

more than 53,000 voted.

Tollefson said she 

doesn’t think 53,000 will 

vote in this election.

“I’m hoping very few 

people (vote in person) 

because so many people 

voted absentee by mail,” 

she said. “We’re trying to 

keep the (coronavirus) 

spread down. I want every-

body to exercise their right 

to vote, but I’m really glad 

a large group of people did 

it absentee.”

Tollefson said the 

county has enough poll 

workers because many 

volunteered when officials 

asked for help after the reg-

ular poll workers—many of 

them elderly—decided to 

sit this one out.

And if needed, Tollefson 

can request help from the 

National Guard, she said.

Tollefson said she was 

worried about rain today. 

Lines will be extra long 

because of the 6-foot dis-

tancing requirement, 

which could mean people 

will be standing in the rain, 

depending on the polling 

venue.

For those voting today, 

Godek has asked that they 

wear masks or cloths over 

their faces and bring their 

own black or blue ballpoint 

pens if they can.

Angela Major/amajor@gazettextra.com
Signs for today’s election sit inside the former Sears store at the Janesville Mall on Monday. The store is being used as a 
polling place for the first time today.

Officials kept prepared amid election uncertainty

Off again, 
on again
Elections to take place today 

after high courts nix reschedule plan, 
absentee ballot extension

By Scott Bauer  

and Steve Peoples

Associated Press

MADISON

Voters in Wisconsin will 

face a choice today of par-

ticipating in a presidential 

primary election or heed-

ing warnings from public 

health officials to stay away 

from large crowds during 

the coronavirus pandemic.

Hours after Gov. Tony 

Evers issued an order post-

poning the election for 

two months, the conserva-

tive-controlled Wisconsin 

Supreme Court on Mon-

day sided with Republicans 

who said he didn’t have the 

authority to reschedule the 

race on his own. Conser-

vative justices on the U.S. 

Supreme Court quickly fol-

lowed with a ruling block-

ing Democratic efforts to 

extend absentee voting.

The decisions leave Wis-

consin as the only state 

with an election scheduled 

in April that is proceeding 

as planned. As other states 

prepare to vote in May or 

June, Wisconsin will be 

closely watched for signs 

that fears of the coronavi-

rus could depress turnout 

or cause other problems at 

the polls.

Evers said he had no 

other options after the state 

court ruled against him.

“There’s not a Plan B. 

There’s not a Plan C,” Evers 

said earlier Monday. After 

the court rulings, Evers 

said voters will now have 

to “wake up and have to 

choose between exercising 

their right to vote and stay-

ing healthy and safe. ”

Joe Biden already has 
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Gone Western
Former Craig hoops 

standout Adam Anhold 

ready for a restart 

at Division I Western 

Illinois. Page 1B

Stocks surge
Indexes gain about 7% 

after areas hit hard by 

COVID-19 offered hope 

virus might be slowing. 

Page 5B

Associated Press
Jim Carpenter protests today’s scheduled election amid the 
coronavirus pandemic Monday in downtown Milwaukee.

Turn to ELECTION on Page 5A

 Æ Expected rain could 
make matters worse
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