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OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES, 6A
•William F. “Bill” Dilley
•Norman Leon Hammond
•Harold K. Hendrickson
•Robert L. “Bob” Henze

•David P. Shaughnessy
•Todd R. Stevens
•Roy D. Windhorst Jr.
•Eda Vriezen

TODAY’S WEATHER
High 72 | Low 65  

Occasional 
morning rain
More on 7A

School funding plan advances
GOP-led budget committee passed $500 million 
plan despite Gov. Evers’ opposition. Page 2A

Meet ‘The Bubbler’
The water feature in the ARISE Town Square  
in downtown Janesville has a name. Page 3A

Sectional successes
Area athletes qualified for state competition at 
sectional track meets Thursday night. Page 1B

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Just looking at the facts of the bru-

tal 2003 rape, Judge Barbara McCrory 

said Thursday she could have slept well 

at night sentencing Joseph H. Ostrowski 

to the maximum prison term he faced—

40 years.

It’s a crime Ostrowski says he doesn’t 

remember committing.

District Attorney David O’Leary said 

the incident—Ostrowski armed with a 

knife sexually assaulting a woman sleep-

ing in her home in a rural subdivision 

east of Beloit—was one of the worst sets 

of facts for a case he has seen.

During the assault, the woman prayed 

as Ostrowski tied her up and threatened 

her life.

O’Leary said this upset Ostrowski, 

who then threatened to cut out her heart 

because she said it belonged to God. He 

then stole her Bible.

“I thought it was a nightmare,” the 

woman said, according to remarks 

O’Leary read aloud.
But after Ostrowski suffered heat 

stroke in 2015 in Las Vegas, his result-
ing retrograde amnesia left him with no 
memory of his previous life.

At first, Ostrowski thought what police 
told him was impossible. But he then saw 
the DNA evidence from a condom and 
from the electrical cords used to bind the 
woman.

“It had to be me,” he said in court 
Thursday.

His attorney, Jason Sanders, said he 
couldn’t imagine a more difficult case on 
which to sentence someone.

Left with that choice, McCrory sen-
tenced Ostrowski to 10 years in prison 
and 20 years of extended supervision. 
McCrory called the woman a survivor 
instead of a victim.

It’s double the prison term Sand-
ers asked for and half the prison term 
O’Leary requested.

‘It had to be me’

Photos by Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Joseph Ostrowski, right, reacts as his sister Nancy Pavon reads a statement to the court during a sentencing hearing Thursday in Rock 
County Court.

Joseph Ostrowski, right, speaks with his 
attorney, Jason Sanders, during his sen-
tencing hearing.

Man sentenced to 10 years in prison 
for sex assault he says he doesn’t remember

Former grocery store  
to house Rock County  
health services offices

By Nate Jackson

njackson@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE

Rock County cleared the final hurdle 

for buying the old Pick ‘n Save building 

on Janesville’s south side Thursday after 

the county board authorized the purchase, 

paving the way for the deal to be finalized 

in June.

County board members voted 26-0 

to buy the $4.4 million property, which 

includes the former grocery store and 

adjoining parking lots. Members also voted 

to retain Venture Architects as the design 

firm on the development for $796,000 and 

authorized the initial $5.2 million borrow-

ing resolution.

County officials unveiled plans to buy 

the former grocery store earlier this month. 

The plan calls for shifting all human ser-

vices department programs in Janesville 

to the building by late 2020 or early 2021.

About $17 million is budgeted for 

He will replace Kopper   
as full-time chancellor Aug. 1

By Jonah Beleckis

jbeleckis@gazettextra.com

WHITEWATER

When Dwight C. Watson was on his 

UW-Whitewater tour, he saw some young 

men walking by wearing bras.

They were rallying in support of breast 

cancer.

So Watson made a donation, got a brace-

let and continued on the 

tour, where he marveled 

at some of the artistic and 

historical parts of campus.

That resonated with 

Tom Kind, the outgoing 

president of Whitewater 

Student Government, who 

gave Watson his tour.

“He’s the kind of per-

son that really wants to 

walk around and be part of campus,” Kind 

said. “I’m really excited to see him be a 

very vested member” of UW-Whitewater’s 

campuses and communities.

Watson will take more such walks at the 

university. He will start Aug. 1 as the 17th 

chancellor at UW-Whitewater, UW System 

officials announced Thursday.

Watson told The Gazette on Thursday 

that UW System President Ray Cross inter-

viewed him May 17. After receiving the job 

offer, Watson signed a contract Monday.

The UW Board of Regents unanimously 

approved the appointment Thursday 

morning. Watson will make $240,000 as 

chancellor.

Since the move became public, Watson 

said he was in a “bubble of euphoria.”

“Dwight has demonstrated an ability to 

build meaningful relationships and to lead 

faculty and staff as a provost and dean. 

Turn to ASSAULT on Page 7A

Watson 
will lead 

UW-W

Turn to WATSON on Page 7A

County OKs building purchase
Rock County 
has offered 
to buy the 
vacant for-
mer Pick ‘n 
Save building 
at 1717  
Center Ave. 
in Janesville.

Anthony 
Wahl/awahl@
gazettextra.com

Turn to COUNTY on Page 7A

Watson

t Janesville Parker’s Tina Shelton, front, 
 won the 100-meter dash at the Division 1  
Badger Sectional to qualify for the state meet.
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