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By Collin Binkley and Ryan J. Foley

Associated Press

The Whitewater Unified 

School District built a new 

football field. In Iowa, a high 

school weight room is getting 

a renovation. Another in Ken-

tucky is replacing two outdoor 

tracks—all of this funded by 

the billions of dollars in fed-

eral pandemic relief Congress 

sent to schools this year.

The money is part of a $123 

billion infusion intended 

to help schools reopen and 

recover from the pandemic. 

But with few limits on how 

the funding can be spent, 

The Associated Press found 

that some districts have used 

large portions to cover athlet-

ics projects they couldn’t pre-

viously afford.

Critics say it violates the 

intent of the legislation, 

which was meant to help 

students catch up on learn-

ing after months of remote 

schooling. But many schools 

argue the projects support 

students’ physical and men-
tal health, one of the objec-
tives allowed by the federal 
government.

Rep. Bobby Scott, the top 
Democrat on the U.S. House 
education committee, said the 
money shouldn’t be used to 
fund athletics at the expense 
of academics. It was meant 
to help students, he said, not 
sports programs.

“I suspect you can make 
a case for anything, but the 
purpose is clear: It’s to open 
safely, stay open safely and 
deal with learning loss,” Scott 
said. “These are targeted 
resources needed to address 
the fact that a lot of children 
just didn’t achieve much for 
about a year.”

Robin Lake, director of the 
Center on Reinventing Pub-
lic Education, said every dol-
lar of pandemic relief spent 
on sports could be used to 
expand tutoring, reduce class 
sizes and take other steps to 
help students who are strug-
gling academically.

“Can these districts show 
that all their kids are ready 
to graduate at the end of this 
year—college- and career-
ready?” she said. “If not, then 
stop the construction. Stop it 

Schools steering 
pandemic relief  

to sports facilities
Whitewater’s share 
of $2 million went 
to football venue

Associated Press
Fans fill the stadium at the football field at Whitewater High School 
on Friday. A growing number of school districts in the U.S. are using 
federal pandemic funding on athletics projects.

By Scott Froehlich

sfroehlich@gazettextra.com

With harvest season well 

underway, farmers across the 

state are seeing how their crops 

fared during one of Wisconsin’s 

driest years in recent history.

Following five straight weeks 

of improved drought conditions, 

Rock County’s lack of precipita-

tion has dropped the area back 

down to the “severe drought” cat-

egory. According to data pub-

lished by the U.S. Drought Mon-

itor for the last two weeks of 

Reckoning with drought

Anthony Wahl/awahl@gazettextra.com
Joe Morehart takes a sample of corn for a moisture test while unloading freshly harvested corn into a grain bin 
Wednesday on the farm of Ron Weberpal east of Janesville along County A.

By Austin Montgomery

Adams Publishing Group

Economic development officials in 

Rock County agree: Supporting regional 

growth by fostering cooperation between 

municipalities, coupled with sound 

private commercial and residential 

development strategies, are central to the 

county’s growth into the future.

Regional growth relies on many fac-

tors, from land availability to the area’s 

current labor pool and projects aimed at 

attracting new residents to the area, but 

Rock County Development Alliance Exec-

utive Director James Otterstein said the 

three main ones are access, affordability 

and amenities.

“Access equates to geographic prox-

imity to domestic and international mar-

kets,” Otterstein said. “Fortunately, the 

Janesville-Beloit metropolitan statistical 

area is naturally well-positioned to lever-

age its close geographic 

access to Chicago and Mil-

waukee, as well as other 

significant Midwestern 

markets.

“Affordability equates 

to the overall cost of doing 

business, as well as living 

in a defined geographic 

location. Lastly, amenities 

equate to the entire qual-

ity-of-life spectrum—crime, education, 

health care, workforce, work-play balance 

and infrastructure. Combined, all of these 

drivers facilitate critical mass, and this 

critical mass creates, accelerates and/or 

raises the region’s overall economic devel-

opment and investment profile.”

Rock County has approximately 195 

acres of land primed for future economic 

development, about 80 acres of which is 

considered “shovel-ready,” a term used 

in the economic development world that 

signifies a third party has reviewed the 

property and assigned that designation to 

Collaboration can boost regional economic growth, local officials say

Otterstein

Looming completion of I-90/39  
construction also expected  
to spur additional activity

With harvest, farmers assess impact of 2021’s dry spring and summer
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By Frank Schultz

fschultz@gazettextra.com

JANESVILLE
The Rock County Board could 

vote tonight to finalize new 

boundaries for the board’s 29 

supervisory districts. The new 

voting maps will affect how 

voting works for county residents 
over the next decade.

It appears the board is headed 
toward maps that would help cur-
rent board members keep their 
seats.

The board voted Sept. 23 to say 
the maps should include a goal of 
keeping incumbents alone in each 
district.

That is not in the plan that 
was submitted to the board. An 
ad hoc redistricting committee’s 
framework didn’t consider where 
incumbents live, leaving seven dis-
tricts without incumbents living 

in them. Five other districts con-

tained either two or three incum-

bents.

Neil Deupree of Janesville, a 

former board member who served 

on the ad hoc committee, said 

favoring incumbents looks bad.

“Change is always uncomfort-

able, and whatever the board 

decides would be OK, but it would 

certainly look better if the incum-

bents weren’t appearing to pro-

tect each other,” Deupree said.

Board member Russ Podzilni, 

Districts on the docket
Rock County Board  
to weigh remapping  

of supervisory districts
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Cities subpoenaed
Michael Gableman sent 

subpoenas to the state’s 

five most populous cities 

and their mayors as part 

of investigation into 2020 

general election. Page 2A

Winning Cards
Brodhead/Juda, still  

carrying an undefeated 

record deep into the  

WIAA football season,  

has its sights set on the 

playoffs. Page 1B

By Sara Myers

smyers@gazettextra.com

J
ANESVILLE—Over 

the past 11 years, 

Parker High School 

has performed a number of 

outstanding musical produc-

tions that have had area the-

ater-goers clamoring through 

its doors.

Recognizing the pres-

tigious program’s impact 

on not only the local 

community but also 

the student body, 

the Janesville 

School District 

approved a 

plan to create 

a new chapter 

with the introduc-

tion of the Parker Arts Acad-

emy at the start of this school 

year.

Students in grades 9-12 can 

enroll in the academy, which 

offers a curriculum focused 

on acting, dance, technical 

and musical theater and more. 

Academy students spend half 

of their days attending classes 

in core subjects such as English 

and math before spending the 

other half in 

courses 

such as 

visual 

arts, for-

eign lan-

guage and instru-

mental music.

Beginning Oct. 14, 

the academy will get its 

first test when it presents its 

first-ever theatrical production 

with “Clue on Stage.” The show 

is a comedic take on the 1985 

film “Clue,” which was based 

on the popular Hasbro board 

game.

The production will mark 

the directorial debut of PAA 

acting instructor Megan Burk-

art, who has also assisted long-

time Parker director Jim 

Tropp on previous pro-

ductions. Burkart will 

serve as the pro-

duction’s artistic 

quick kicks
THEATER

Shoe show

Follow the tale of a poor little 

“Cinder Girl” as she finally meets 

her Prince Charming in the 

Janesville Performing Arts Cen-

ter’s Main Stage Revue produc-

tion of “The Return 

of the Glass 

Slipper” on Fri-

day-Saturday, Oct. 

15-16, at 
JPAC, 408 
S. Main St., 

Janesville.
Shows are 

planned for 7 p.m. both 

nights with an additional 2 p.m. 

matinée on Oct. 16. Tickets are 

$7 per person and can be pur-

chased by calling JPAC at 608-

758-0297 or visiting  

janesvillepac.org.

Main Stage Revue is a chil-

dren’s theater group dedicated 

to educating local youth about 

theater and sharing a love for 

singing, dancing, acting and per-

forming.
For more information about 

the program, email Jim McCull-

och at jim@janesvillepac.org.

This little piggy

The UW-Whitewater the-

ater season kicks off Tuesday, 

Oct. 5, with a production of Athol 

Fugard’s “A Place With the 

Pigs” at the Barnett Theatre, 

Greenhill Center of the Arts, 950 

W. Main St., 

Whitewater. 
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Craig’s curtain call

‘No Time to Die,’ Daniel Craig’s 

awaited final turn as James Bond, 

hits theaters this weekend. Page 3Ckicks

Penny Case photo

Lucy Natale prepares to strike Luke Schmaling during rehearsals for ‘Clue 

on Stage.’ The play, based on the 1985 film and Hasbro board game, is 

the first production from the new Parker Arts Academy. It pre-

mieres Thursday, Oct. 14, at Parker High School.

Get a

Clue
Crime, comedy converge as Parker Arts Academy 

turns to familiar story for inaugural production

Turn to ‘CLUE’  

All fun and games?
Parker Arts Academy to 

perform a stage adaptation 

of the 1985 cult movie ‘Clue,’ 

which was based on the 

board game of the same 

name. kicks, inside
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